


THE PASSING CENTURY 
JAMES BUCKHAM 


HE Century is passing ; be bas beard the summons clear 
‘Ringing out upon the stillness of the twilight of the year. 
Lo ! he turns to join bis brothers, all the centuries gone by, 
With stately step and bearing and uplifted soul and eye. 


Ab! noblest he and greatest of the ‘Brotherhood of Yore, 
With head and shoulders towering over all that went before ; 
The monarch of the ages, unapproachable in might, 

The scion of all Progress, God's exalted child of light. 


No tolling sad and solemn of the bells to Speed bis soul ! 

Tis not the Old Year dying in his brief and bitter dole. 

The steeples shall be shaken when the Century goes out, 

And the beart of all the people shall break upward in a shout. 


For light and power and conquest ; for all things that bless the race ; 
For windows out of darkness ; for illumined human face ; 

For all gladness, and all promise, and all broadening of men’s hearts, 
‘Rise, pean of the people, when the Century departs ! 


They stand about us grandly, all these boary kings of time, 

These Vulcans of God’s purpose, who have wrought His thoughts sublime, 
Ab! is it not high privilege to live and labor still, 

When God exalts anotber hoary worker of His will ? 
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**x** In the cottage where King Alfred was obliged to conceal himself, he was left 
alone one day by the cowherd’s wife to watch some pancakes which she put to bake upon 
the hearth. But being at work upon his bow and arrows and thinking deeply of his poor 
subjects, his noble mind forgot the cakes, and they were burnt.—Dickens’ Child’s History. 
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PANCAKE FLOUR 


PANCAKES FIT FOR A KING— 


Nourishing yet tender— 

Dainty enough to tempt the most capricious appetite. 

The ingredients are rice flour, from abroad, a little corn flour, 
wheat flour and absolutely pure leavening—blended by 
machinery into a perfect mixture. 


BUCKWHEAT FLOUR, TOO-—thre 


old-fashioned sort—ready to 

use—neither excelled nor equaled 

anywhere; also H-O (Hornby’s Steam-Cooked Oatmeal), 
the popular dietary breakfast food. 

At all grocers. 





THE H-O COMPANY. Mills: Buffalo, New York. 





HURCH “tsa: JoHN H.Pray & Sons Co., 


FACTURERS CARPETS AND UPHOLSTERY. 
PETS pricts. 653 sasuincres st. = BOSTON. 
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Three Propositions for Reapportionment 


As at present constituted, the United 
States House of Representatives consists 
of 857 members, the ratio being one for 
each unit of 173,901 inhabitants. The 
time-honored method of reapportionment 
is to establish a basis so as to prevent any 
State from losing a member. The chief 
objection to the continuance of this cus- 
tom is the lack of room in the Hall of 
Representatives. Three propositions are 
now before the committee having the 
matter in charge. One fixes the ratio at 
192,676, makes the House consist of 387 
members, and Nebraska is the only State 
to lose a member. The second fixes the 
ratio at 197,787, with 377 members; and 
Maine, Virginia, Kansas and Nebraska 
each lose one member. The third fixes 
the ratio at 208,868, with 357 members (the 
same as at present); and Maine, Virginia, 
South Carolina, Kentucky, Ohio, Kansas 
and Nebraska each lose one member. 
After the holiday recess these plans will 
constitute the chief business of the House 
till a decision is reached. 





Growing a New Ear Drum 


Reports have appeared during the last 
few weeks to the effect that a distin- 
guished Austrian aurist had succeeded in 
growing a new drum in the ear of one of 
his patients; but such a triumph is so 
utterly at variance with the experience of 
both ancient and modern surgery, that 
these reports were looked upon with sus- 
picion. Last week Dr. Isidore Miller, in 
a lecture before the Vienna College of 
Doctors, described a case which he had 
treated where the left ear was affected by 
the growing together of the ‘‘ hammer and 
anvil’? bones, resulting in a partial de- 
struction of the bones themselves. Of 
course this ear was entirely deaf, and the 
right ear became sympathetically affected, 
resulting in the development of abscesses 
in the brain, and threatening meningitis. 
The “hammer and anvil’’ bones were 
separated by the insertion of gold plates, 
enabling the drum to grow freely, and 
Vigorous and heroic treatment (too tech- 
nical for description here) was continued 
for twenty weeks. The right ear was re- 
stored to nearly its normal cundition, and 
the left ear greatly improved. If the facts 


are as stated, this is one of the most won- 
derful of surgical operations that even this 
age of surgery has ever known. 





Anthracite Coal 


Within easy distance of great markets 
lie the anthracite coal-beds of Pennsylva- 
nia. It has been frequently stated that 
coal of this description could be sold in 
New York at $2 aton, and still yield a 
handsome profit. It is not many years 
since the railroads that penetrated the an- 
thracite coal territory began to buy up the 
mines, and joined the business of mining 
to that of transportation. The independ- 
ent operators were compelled to pay extor- 
tionate prices for transportation, but they 
have held their own until recently. Now 
the largest and most important corpora- 
tion has been bought up by the syndicate 
which will hereafter control the entire out- 
put. The par value of the stock of this 
corporation is $50, and, notwithstanding 
the obstacles in its way, it has been pay- 
ing annual dividends of sixteen per cent., 
with occasional extra dividends. As late 
as the beginning of this month the stock 
has been quoted at $160, but at the price 
which the syndicate has paid, the stock 
will net the owners $376 a share. The 
public is frequently aroused by the reports 
of ill-paid miners, and strikes have been 
of frequent occurrence. Ingenious pleas 
for the operators have appeared from time 
to time, but the facts of this latest deal, as 
stated by the purchasing syndicate, show 
how utterly futile the pleas were. There 
is no remedy in law — and no statesman 
who has thus far been able to prescribe 
one — to prevent these schemes of oppres- 
sion and extortion. There is nothing in 
the way of comment that can add to the 
indictment contained in this brief state- 
ment of fact. 





Georgia and her Schools 


The fact that the Negroes pay but one- 
thirtieth of the taxes for the support of 
schools in Georgia, while their children 
constitute 45 per cent. of the school popu- 
lation, led to an attempt to apportion 
the school money on the basis of the 
taxes. While a bill providing forsuch ap- 
portionment was still in the hands ofa 
committee, and before the members of the 
legislature had put themselves on record, 
an editorial in one of the leading papers 
spoke noble words in condemnation of it, 
and declared that ‘‘ it would seta precedent 
more dangerous than auy ever adopted in 
the State, to the effect that the benefits of 
government institutions are for the wealthy 
only.’’ The better sentiment of the white 
people of Georgia was shocked that the 
poor children of the Negroes should be 
threatened with the loss of educational 
opportunities, because these same white 
people were quick to see that when money 


for public schools was appropriated on a 
property base, they would themselves 
be the sufferers. So strong was the oppo- 
sition to the bill that it was tabled in the 
Senate rather than give it the prestige ofa 
vote. As far as Georgia is concerned, 
there need be no fear that the school 
money will be divided, and there is good 
reason to believe that this sentiment ob- 
tains throughout the South. 





Veteran Preference Bill Defeated 


Whatever the present session of Con- 
gress may do, or fail to do, it is to be 
heartily commended for its defeat of the 
bill which would have created a military 
caste of the most objectionable kind. It 
was proposed that all soldiers of the Span- 
ish-American war, of the Philippine war, 
and presumably of all future wars, should 
be placed on the same footing as the vet- 
erans of the Civil War. Leaving out of 
consideration the fact that public offices 
are not proper gifts for charitable distribu- 
tion, and ‘that if the proposed legislation 
had been enacted it would have been the 
death-blow to Civil Service reform, it 
would have resulted in lasting injustice 
to thousands of competent and desirable 
men, who would have been handicapped 
by a discrimination that had not a single 
redeeming characteristic. The passage of 
this bill would have immediately created 
a preferred class numbering about 350,000 
men, mostly young, and have built up a 
vast military office-holding caste, placing 
these favored candidates where they would 
go over the heads of civilians (no matter 
how good an examination they might 
pass), provided they could attain 65 per 
cent. when examined. The House prompt- 
ly voted down the proposition by 105 to 51, 
and for this it deserves the thanks of the 
whole people, soldier and civilian alike. 





Progress of Arbitration 


The conference at Chicago, last week, 
was composed of practical and experi- 
enced men, representing both employers 
and employees, intent on finding the best 
methods of arbitration and conciliation, 
so that strikes and lockouts might be 
avoided. While there was considerable 
sentiment in favor of cumpulsory arbitra- 
tion, the prevailing opinion was that the 
time for this had not yet come, nor had 
the methods of its application yet been 
perfected. After two days of discus- 
sion it was voted that a committee be 
appointed, consisting of six representa- 
tives of the employer class and six of the 
employee class, for the purpose of formu- 
lating a plan looking to the establishment 
of a general system of conciliation that 
will promote industrial peace. Hon. 
Wayne McVeagh presided, and delivered 
an address in which he claimed that the 
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dividing line between the employer and 
the employee is gradually fading out, 
since the corporate form of business man- 
agement is extending into the boundaries 
of the working class. One thing appears 
to be settled, and that is that the com- 
bination of capital and the corresponding 
organization of labor are rapidly creating 
a state of things which will in the end, 
and perhaps in the near future, necessi- 
tate compulsory arbitration. 





Paying for the South African War 


The British Ministry has announced 
one proposition that commends itself to 
Conservative and Radical alike. It is that 
South Africa will be made to foot the bills 
incurred in the war. The Uitlanders will 
get some duties along with their rights, 
and these duties will come in the shape of 
taxes which will be something quite dif- 
ferent from what they had anticipated. 
There are thirty or forty gold mines on the 
Witwatersrand, which have been paying 
annual dividends aggregating about $25,- 
000,000 — the tax collector will levy heav- 
ily on these dividends. Kimberley dia- 
monds are untaxed in Cape Colony, and 
as there are about $25,000,000 worth ex- 
ported every year, they will be a very fit 
subject for the tux assessors. Brandy and 
other spirits manufactured in Cape Colony 
have not paid any excise tax for some 
years, but this exemption is likely to end 
very soon. Despite all that has been said 
about the exactions of the Transvaal Gov- 
ernment, it is clear that the taxes were ab- 
surdly light, and it was the boast of the one 
Uitlander that with an annual income of 
$100,000 he paid taxes only to the amount 
of $750. There are sources of revenue quite 
- sufficient to take care of the indebtedness 
caused by the war, but when they are 
reached and forced to contribute, it is quite 
possible that the Uitlanders will sigh for 
the days when Oom Paul ruled the peo- 
ple. 


France Needs Peace 


The Waldeck-Rousseau Ministry has 
again won a notable triumph in passing 
an amnesty law to clear the record of 
those connected with the Dreyfus case. 
There was some opposition and consider- 
able excitement, but the Ministry declared 
that they would stand or fall with the bill. 
Several considerations contributed to this 
fortunate result. The census returns are 
disappointing; for it is found that the 
laws of 1895, which were passed with the 
expectation that they would prevent 
further decrease in population, apparently 
exhausted themselves in a short time, the 
increase during 1898 and 1899 being only 
one-fifth of one per cent. The financial 
condition is also grave. Not long ago the 
‘‘rentes’’ paying three per cent. were 
selling for 103, and it was hoped that it 
would be possible to float a loan bearing 
two per cent. interest to take the place of 
the present bonds; but the three-per-cents 
are now selling below par, and the pros- 
pect of saving $21,400,000 in annual inter- 
est charges is very remote. In the mean- 
time the public debt of France, exclusive 
of the floating debt, amounts to $4,400,- 
000,000, and the best endeavors of the 
various Ministers of Finance have not 
sufficed to prevent a continuous increase. 
It is a principle of political economy that 
it is impossible to collect revenue beyond 
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a certain point, and it is believed that this 
point has already been reached in France. 





Two Test Cases 


The United States Supreme Court de- 
voted most of last week to two cases in- 
volving the question of the status of the 
Philippines and Porto Rico. The first 
case is that of Manuel Pepke, late a pri- 
vate in the army. It is known as the 
‘* Fourteen-Diamond-Ring Case,’’ as it in- 
volves the ownership of that number of 
rings which the soldier brought home 
from the Philippines, and which were 
seized for non-payment of duty. The 
claim is made by his attorneys that the 
Constitution extends to the Philippines, 
ex proprio vigore, and that it is unlawful 
to levy an import duty on articles brought 
from them into any State in the Union. 
The other case is that of John H. Goetze, 
who protested against the collection of an 
import duty on certain packages of tobac- 
co brought from Porto Rico to New York, 
claiming that the island is nota foreign 
country, and that the imposition of duties 
on goods brought from a place within the 
United States to any port in the United 
States is unlawful and void. It is very 
generally conceded that Attorney General 
Griggs made out a very strong case for 
the Government’s contention that the 
Constitution does not extend to these de- 
pendencies without legislative action. The 
decision of the Court is not expected for 
some time, and may-be delayed until 
after Congress adjourns. 





Opportunities for the Negro 


The industrial change which is taking 
place in the South is full of the great- 
est opportunities for the Negro, as Mr. 
Booker T. Washington has been quick to 
see. In a recent address he pointed 
out that ome of the weaknesses of 
this generation of his people is the fact 
that the children have not been taught 
the handicrafts of their fathers and grand- 
fathers. In the old days of slavery the 
most promising young Negroes were 
taught the trades of mason, blacksmith, 
carpenter, and other branches of mechan- 
ics. Mr. Washington, wise educator that 
he is, is trying to induce the promising 
young men of his own generation to follow 
this old custom. He is quick to see and 
loses no opportunity to assert that when 
the black man has what the white man 
wants, or can do what the white man 
wants done in a skillful fashion, the race 
problem will be materially advanced 
towards its solution. The success which 
Mr. Washington has had may be seen 
from the statement, made on good author- 
ity in New Orleans last week, that there 
are more students in his school at Tuske- 
gee than in all the white technical schools 
throughout the South. This statement 
caused some alarm to the whites, and not 
without reason; but it ought to be a won- 
derful stimulus to encourage the develop- 
ment of industrial training for which Mr. 
Washington has so persistently pleaded. 
The change that is passing over the labor 
market in the South calls for more intelli- 
gent labor. The Negro is on the ground, 
he knows the country, he thrives in the 
climate, and for generations the white race 
bas looked to him to supply the greater 
part of its demand for labor. 
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Ex-Governor Wolcott Dead 


Massachusetts has had many noble 
men whom she has delighted to honor, 
but few of her citizens have won so large 
a place in the hearts of the people as 
Roger Wolcott, who died on Friday of 
last week in the 54th year of his life. 
Born in Boston, with the best of Puritan 
blood flowing in his veins, he was gradu- 
ated at Harvard in 1870, and six years 
later began his political career in the 
Common Council of his native city. 
Steadily advancing, and at each step 
commending himself to an ever-enlarging 
circle of acquaintances, he reached the 
gubernatorial chair in 1896, and filled it 
three years with a grace and dignity, a 
sturdy uprightness and independence of 
character, a conscientious fidelity and ex- 
ceptional tact, and a broad-minded sym- 
pathy and true democratic spirit, that 
marked him as one whom the Common- 
wealth would call to other services in the 
near future, should his life be spared. 
Patrician, man of wealth, singularly and 
impressively handsome in his personal 
appearance, he stood for the best type of 
the scholar in politics. His untimely 
death will cause grief to many hearts, 
but his life and character have added 
much to the history of his country. No 
commonwealth can be poor that has in 
its keeping the memory of a public serv- 
ant like Roger Wolcott. 


Events Worth Noting 


The Spanish Chamber of Deputies has 
deteated the bill providing tor the increase 
ot the navy by a vote of 117 to 106. 


Hon. John G. A. Leischman, recently 
United States Minister to Switzerland, has 
been appointed Minister to Turkey. 


The Boers have made a raid into Cape 
Colony with more than 3,000 men, and an 
extensive proclamation of martial law has 
been issued. 


Osman Pacha was reported as leaving 
London last Friday to head another rising 
of the Kurds against Turkish rule, and as 
having claimed that 100,000 Kurds and Ar- 
menians were ready to fightfor independ- 
ence. 


New York City’s Committee of Fifteen 
has adopted a program, elected Mr. William 
H. Baldwin, Jr., as its chairman, and has 
embarked on an organized and systematic 
war upon vice and its protectors. 


Archbishop Ireland of Minnesota will go 
to Cuba early next month, under appoint- 
ment from the President, to investigate the 
claims of the Roman Catholic Church on 
certain property there, the ownership of 
which is in dispute. 

The great shipbuilding establishment at 
Newport News, Va., has contracts now on 
hand aggregating $24,000,000, and has 6,500 
men initsemploy. During the present fiscal 
year it expects to build one-fourth of the 
new tonnage of the United States. 

Atter much delay the joint note, outlining 
the preliminary demands of the Powers on 
China, has been signed. After being trans- 
lated into English, French and Chinese, it 
will be handed to the Chinese plenipoten- 
tiaries, and the negotiations will begin as 
soon as a place of meeting is agreed upon. 

The Hay-Pauncetote treaty was ratified 
by the Senate on Thursday by a vote of 55 
to 18, It has been amended to such an ex- 
tent that there is very little possibility that 
Great Britain will accept it in its present 
torm, and the Clayton-Bulwer treaty re- 
mains a bar to the ownership and control 
of any Isthmian canal by the United 
States. 
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LAW OF COMPENSATION 


OD seems to put the sunniest dispo- 
sitions into many souls who dwell 

in the shadiest corners of life — for the 
same reason, doubtless, that pink arbutus 
blooms under the edge of a snowdrift, and 
stars are visible in the daytime from the 
bottoms of deep pits. Nolawin the uni- 
verse is surer in its working than the law 
of compensation. There is something in 
every corner of every world to even things 


up. 





SLOW GETTING READY 


-\ HALL we incur the charge of pessi- 
S mism if we suggest the danger that 
our Twentieth Century offering and in- 
gathering may be imperiled by waste of 
time in preparation? Getting ready is a 
good thing, provided it does not absorb 
time and strength to the prevention of do- 
ing. The time is short, and much of har- 
vesting must be crowded into a few 
months, if the proposed ingathering of 
souls and money is accomplished. We 
hear much of elaborate plans, of wide 
co-operation, of organizing victory. Con- 
ventions are gathered, in which bishops, 
elders, pastors, class-leaders, superintend- 
ents, talk to, at and with each other. 
Bishops and Conferences pledge mutual 
prayers with and tor each other. If this 
keeps on, the time will be up before the 
church gets at the work for which they 
have been planning, pledging, and pray- 
ing. There is not time to plan everything 
and have the program printed before we 
begin doing. Moreover, nobody knows all 
or much of what must be done until the 
doing begins, 

Actual service is the best training for 
service. Indeed, an army can be practi- 
cally disciplined only in the field. Mus- 
ters and dress-parade avail hardly more 
than roll-call. Now, after these months 
of pledging and preparing, can each 
church and pastor do better than to begin 
work right at home? Let the revival 
start with the ‘‘ two or three’’ met together 
“in His name,’’ with one seeking soul, 
one reclaimed wanderer, one probationer 
added, one convert baptized. If you have 
not a big revival, begin with a little one — 
great ingathering may result therefrom. 
If only a few of the church are ready for 
work, begin with the few. If they are 
not well-equipped, use them and such 
Weapons as they have. Remember Gid- 
eon’s three hundred and their torches, 
pitchers, and trumpets. Remember, too, 
that a church is better trained for service 
at the end of a revival than at the begin- 
ning. In Dana’s ‘‘Two Years Before 
the Mast ’’ (we think it was) we read long 
ago that a ship was in better condition 
for sea service when coming in from a long 
voyage than when she sailed. 

Anyway, if a church is not already fitted 
for the Twentieth Century offering and 
service, if a pastor has as yet no definite 
plans for work, it is time that all come to- 
gether — the few or the many — to confess 
their faults and to pray for one another, 
each bringing, if possible, one sin-sick soul 
With him. Out of such a gathering in 
every pastorate of Methodism might spring 
such a revival and such an ingathering 
from without as would count into our 
tribes more than the proposed two million 
additions, And, most important, out of 
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such experience would come to the church 
preparation to nurture and train the young 
converts for wholesome service. 





THE CLOSING CENTURY 
ill 
Progress in Moral Reform 


N the two previous editorials we have 
shown how great has been the prog- 
ress made during the century behind us, 
both by religion in general and by 
Methodism in particular. From _ this 
it might be fairly inferred, without fur- 
ther facts furnished, that a similar ad- 
vance has taken place in matters of moral- 
ity and philanthropy. For while morality 
is not religion, it is closely akin thereto, 
and the spread of Christianity has done 
more than anything else to ameliorate the 
condition of mankind. It remains, then, to 
consider some of the beneficent changes 
that have been brought about whereby 
this world is a much pleasanter place to 
live in than it was a hundred years ago. 
Setting agide the inventions, discoveries 
and applications of science to practical 
affairs which have transformed the earth 
in all material respects as if by magic, we 
confine ourselves in this sketch to whatare 
commonly called reformatory movements, 
whereby salient evils have been put down, 
grievous wrongs redressed, important 
rights secured, and society made safer, 
sunnier, sweeter. 

How immense the improvement in the 
realm of government! This comes most 
clearly to view wien we glance at Europe. 
A hundred, or wen eighty, years ago 
Europe was an aggregate of despotic 
powers, disposing at their own pleasure of 
the lives and property of their subjects, 
and maintaining by systematic neglect the 
convenient ignorance which renders mis- 
government easy and safe. In 1820, or 
thereabouts, the American possessions of 
Spain successfully asserted their inde- 
pendence, and within a few years from 
Mexico to Cape Horn this cruel yoke was 
forever thrown off. In 1821 Greece burst 
into inextinguishable revolt, and after 
terrible suffering for six years at the hands 
of the merciless Turk, the Christian 
Powers came to her rescue and delivered 
her forever from her oppressor. All Europe 
woke up in 1830, and again in 1548 was 
stirred to yet more vigorous life. The vari- 
ous steps we may not trace. The result 
was the most glorious triumph for freedom 
which the world has ever seen, bringing 
increased joy, comfort, and prosperity to 
hundreds of millions. France has now 
for thirty years been done with emperors 
and kings. Italy has crushed the Bour- 
bon, the Hapsburg, and the Pope, becom- 
ing a united, self-governing people. Hun- 
gary isfree. With unity Germany enjoys 
vastly increased liberty. Parliamentary 
governments have taken the place of des- 
potic ones in Austria and Spain. In Great 
Britain the changes have been maguifi- 
eent. The political and social conditions 
in the early years of the century were so 


bad as to be hardly crediblenow Corn 


was kept dear, while the people starved, 
that the land-owners might live in luxury. 
Taxation was monstrous, absorbing in 
many cases half the income of the poor. 
The criminal laws were savage and relent- 
lessly administered ; prisons were hells. 
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Children were horribly maltreated in 
mines, factories, and elsewhere. Inde- 
cency prevailed to a frightful extent. 
There were only about three thousand 
schools, public and private, in all Eng- 
land, and most of the youth grew up 
without any education. Epidemics were 
so frequent that the deaths in London ex- 
ceeded the births. 

But beginning in 1832 with the passage, 
after a terrific struggle, of the Reform 
Bill, by which the people for the first 
time gained any important share in the 
government, a series of measures for the 
righting of woful wrongs, which it would 
take too long even to catalogue, has con- 
tinuously triumphed down to the present 
day. The legislation has been of a totally 
different character from what it was be- 
fore. Education acts, factory acts, corn 
laws, poor laws, land laws, navigation 
laws, in constant succession, have wholly 
changed the condition of the working 
classes. Catholics, Jews, and Dissenters 
have been freed from nearly all their disa- 
bilities ; the suffrage has been made almost 
universal ; national education has been es- 
tablished; Ireland’s bitter grievances 
have been removed ; until but little seems 
left in the line of reform for the twentieth 
century to accomplish. Taking into ac- 
count the two continents of Europe and 
America which set the pace for the 
world’s advance, it may be confidently 
said that ‘‘never since the stream of 
human development received into its 
sluggish currents the mighty impulse 
communicated by the Christian religion 
has the condition of man experienced 
ameliorations so vast.’’ ‘‘ The nineteenth 
century has witnessed the fall of despot- 
ism and the establishment of liberty in 
the most influential nations of the world. 
It has vindicated for all succeeding ages 
the right of man to his own unimpeded 
development, It has seen the removal of 
artificial obstacles placed in the path of 
human progress by the selfishness and ig- 
norance of the strong. The growth of 
man’s well-being, rescued from the mis- 
chievous tamperings of self-willed princes, 
is left now to the beneficent regulation of 
great providential laws.’’ Asia and 
Africa have shared this advance to some 
degree — brilliantly in a few countries 
like Japan, Siam, Burmah, India, and 
Egypt — but for the most part these con- 
tinents must await the twentieth century 
to celebrate their complete deliverance, 

Many are impatient and despondent be- 
cause war has not yet disappeared from 
the earth — has not even ceased entirely 
between Christian nations, They are apt 
to overlook the great extent to which 
war’s barbarities hav. been mitigated by 
modern rules and customs; prisoners are 
not now slain or reduced to slavery, nor 
garrisons put to the sword. They are apt, 
also, to forget how many wars have been 
prevented in recent times by arbitration, 
which is increasingly coming into vogue. 
The Peace Congress at The Hague, though 
it did not accomplish all that was hoped 
from it, does mark an epoch and will 
make itself powerfully felt in the near 
future. We do well to remember that 
most modern wars are really waged in the 
interests of peace and civilization, and are 
often the only way in which permanent 
peace can be secured, Sword and shot 
and shell are sometimes the sole possible 
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answers to tyrants and savages. There 
are evils — such as national disintegration 
and loss of liberty — which are worse than 
war. The elevation of mankind has been 
closely connected with the changes 
wrought by conflict. And human nature 
being what it is, we cannot expect for a 
good while to come that battles will be 
unknown; but they are certainly less 
frequent and more humane than they 
were a hundred years ago. 

That form of private war called duelling 
has practically disappeared within the 
century. This relic of barbarism still 
lingers a little in Germany and France, 
but even there it is steadily disappearing, 
and in the more progressive Anglo-Saxon 
lands there has been no case known in 
the last fifty years. He would now make 
himself a laughing-stock who should do 
what, two or three generations ago, even 
great statesmen and generals felt com- 
pelled to practise or be esteemed dis- 
honored. This has come about through a 
change for the better in the tone of public 
feeling, through a greater prevalence of 
Christian ideas and the triumph of right 
reason. 

That greatest of wrongs to freedom and 
happiness, chattel slavery and the slave- 
trade, was in full swing pretty much 
every where at the beginnirg of this cent- 
ury. During its first seven years English 
ships conveyed over the Atlantic 300,000 
Africans, one-half of whom perished at 
sea or soon after landing. The peasantry 
of Europe were mostly slaves or serfs in a 
condition but slightly better. In this 
country, as is well known, slavery had 
practical possession not only of the South- 
ern States, but of,the general Government, 
down to 1860. In spite of the horrible 
deeds which it made possible and even 
necessary, it was defended by orthodox 
divines as a Christian institution, and 
formally embodied in the laws of the land. 
Whoever properly comprehends what a 
sum of appalling outrages and unspeak- 
able villainies slavery really was, will 
readily recognize in its disappearance from 
the United States, Brazil, Russia, and 
other European countries, together with 
its marked decadence in Africa, the great- 
est conceivable of moral triumphs, enough 
of itself to make this century illustrious, 
since it means the lifting of vast numbers 
of human beings out of deepest night into 
joyous day. The world is not going back- 
ward when such things are being done. 

Nor can a backward trend be well rec- 
onciled with the marvelous progress‘'of 
philanthropy. On the monument in_St. 
Paul’s to John Howard, who died in 1790, 
it is said that the man who devotes him- 
self to the good of humanity treads ‘‘ an 
open but unfrequented path to immortal- 
ity.’’ This is very far less true of the nine- 
teenth century than it was of the eight- 
eenth. The growth of organized voluntary 
effort to relieve the suffering and to raise 
the fallen, is one of the most marked signs 
of the times. There was comparatively 
little of it four or five decades since. Men’s 
minds were hardened to human suffering, 
by the years of bloodshed through which 
they had passed, to an extent not easily 
appreciated now. Personal bitterness was 
intense. Ignorance, also, was very prev- 
alent. The laws of sanitation and of heal- 
ing were but slightly understood. Hos- 
pitals were horrible places. The insane 
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were starved and beaten, and sometimes 
exposed for money to the jeering rab- 
ble. To properly show the immense 
difference that has come about in this 
whole class of subjects, or to give an ade- 
quate summary of the charitable organ- 
izations of today — almost wholly creat- 
ures of this century — would far surpass 
our limits. The directories of our great 
city charities are bulky volumes. The 
mere titles of institutions and societies in 
places like London and New York occupy 
hundreds of pages and number several 
thousands. Every imaginable class of 
need seems to have some provision made 
for it, and the sums of money poured forth 
are very great. The endowed charities of 
England have an annual income of twelve 
million dollars, and the total sum raised 
annually for charitable purposes exceeds 
fifty millions of dollars. The public char- 
ities of St. Petersburg are in the neighbor- 
hood of sixteen million dollars annually. 
Paris pays the hospitals and asylums for 
the direct relief of the poor nine million 
dollars a year. There are in France over 
twelve hundred hospitals and hospital 
homes, and their employees constituted, 
some years ago, an army of 30,759. In 
Italy the gross investment for charitable 
purposes exceeds $400,000,000, seventy 
millions of it having been contributed 
within the last twenty years. The need 
in America is not so great, and the greater 
part of what need there is arises from the 
fact that in the last eighty years 20,000,000 
of immigrants have come to us from 
Europe. New York State in twenty-three 
years paid out for county poorhouses and 
State almshouses $60,000,000. New York 
city gives over eight millions a year in 
charity. Boston and its suburbs, accord- 
ing to Dr. E. E. Hale, bad in 1880 fifty 
million dollars invested for charity, and 
Boston’s gifts fo the poor in the ten years 
then closing amounted to nearly nine 
millions of dollars. The Bay State’s dona- 
tions to the poor during the last fifteen 
years has been a trifle short of $25,000,000. 

Space in no way permits us to do justice 
to this fascinating theme, or to do more 
than mention such work as is represented 
by the College Settlements and by the 
Associated Charities in all our large cities, 
or such work as has been done by the 
National Prison Association organized by 
Dr. F. C. Wines in 1870, by Dorothea 
Lynde Dix who from 1877 accomplished 
so much for the insane, by Florence 
Nightingale in the hospitals, by Mrs. 
Mary H. Hunt in the introduction of 
scientific temperance instruction in the 
peblic schools, and by many others. 
Great attention has been paid in recent 
years to the building of better dwelling 
houses and tenements for the poor; Peo- 
ple’s Palaces or Workingmen’s Institutes 
on a grand scale are coming to be quite 
numerous; trade schools for the training 
of skilled labor at little or no expense 
number now several hundred in Europe 
and America, prominent among them the 
Cooper Union in New York, the Pratt 
Institute in Brooklyn, and the Drexel 
Institute in Philadelphia — the two latter 
costing together about seven millions of 
dollars. 

What of the temperance reform? The 
drinking customs of society, as compared 
with a hundred years ago, whether in 
America, England or Europe, are certain- 
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ly more decent. Drunkenness is not so 
respectable ; total abstinence is more com- 
mon and more highly regarded. The re- 
form is indeed almost wholly a child of 
this century. Its principles are now thor- 
oughly understood, as they were not in 
the beginning, and they have an abun- 
dance of able advocates. Women are 
thoroughly aroused and organized against 
alcohol. The children in immense num- 
bers have been pledged against it. Most 
of the railways and a multitude of other 
employers of labor have clearly seen it to 
be for their interest to require abstinence. 
Treating in business is going out of use, 
following the discarded furnishing of liq- 
uor in harvest-fields and other such 
places, as well as in the navy and mer- 
cantile marine. Similar gains are found 
in England, and to a less extent on the 
Continent. On the other hand, it must 
be confessed that we are not in as good a 
condition in many particulars as we were 
fifty years ago — that the amount of alco- 
holic drink consumed has very greatly 
outrun the growth of the population ; 
that the political power of the saloon has 
waxed to a very dangerous extent, and 
the moneyed interests involved in it, di- 
rectly or indirectly, are so vast as to make 
its overthrow extremely difficult. We 
can hardly claim that the Christian 
forces of the country are yet grappling 
very successfully with this most prolific 
source of poverty and crime. It 1s, per- 
haps, the weakest point in the line of ad- 
vance, and the one that most of all calls 
for more united, well-considered, energetic 
effort. 

Education is one of the strongest points. 
There are about 17,000,000 children being 
educated in the United States, and 15,000 - 
000 of them are in attendance on the free 
common schools, something which no 
other country can say, although there has 
been great progress in this matter in other 
lauds likewise. Free public libraries are 
also being founded in every considerable 
town and district. 

Movements to improve the condition of 
wage-earners have gained greatly in the 
last fifty or sixty years. Questions of so- 
cialism are to the front as never before. 
Forms of co-operation or profit-sharing are 
coming into practical operation in Amer- 
ica, Great Britain, France and Germany 
to a very encouraging degree. Wages 
have steadily risen. A larger and larger 
proportion of profits is being demanded 
and secured by the laborers. Their power 
of combination and of successful assault 
upon the intrenched and vested interests 
of capital bears loud testimony to their 
prosperity. They are more heard from in 
late years, not because they are worse off, 
but because they are so much better off. 
There is no social question in Turkey or 
Egypt or India. Although the air is full 
of quixotic, impracticable schemes, the 
outcome, we are persuaded, will be whole- 
some. The average common-sense of 
mankind can be relied upon to reach in 
the end some sound conclusion. Indus- 
trial reform is making a solid advance, 
and in a few more years or decades some- 
thing of great importance will come from 
the existing agitation. 

Prison reform is certainly moving for- 
ward wonderfully. The jails, instead of 
being places of horrible extortion and cru- 
elty, of stench and disease and despair, 
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have become almost too comfortable ; they 
are certainly institutions where a real ef- 
fort is put forth to make men better, and 
with very considerable success. Whether 
crime is diminishing or not, taking the 
world around, cannot be unqualifiedly as- 
serted, for reliable statistics are not easy to 
get, and there are various opinions ; but 
we are inclined to think it is. That it has 
grown less in England during the last 
thirty years, is certain. If it has not done 
so here, we can find the causes for it in the 
increased amount of drink, of immigra- 
tion, and of freedom among the Negroes 
of the South. The condition of Sabbath 
observance, whether in the last fifty years 
or even a hundred there has been any real 
improvement, remains, we are obliged to 
say, in a like state of uncertainty, some 
seeing progress, others failing to see it. No 
very satisfactory test can be applied. 

We may say, however, with positive- 
ness, in conclusion, that the summing up 
of the whole subject, when one thing is 
set over against another and the entire 
field scanned, shows a vast gain in phi- 
lanthropy, benevolence, and general mo- 
rality since men first began to write 1800. 
The strong forces of public opinion are 
now marshaled on that side as never be- 
fore. Profligacy on the part of public of- 
ficials is not winked at as once it was. A 
higher standard of virtue is demanded. 
An elevation of sentiment, not to be tabu- 
lated in figures, stands ready to make 
itself felt, when needed, for the relief of 
suffering in great calamities like the 
India famine or the Galveston disaster. 
The world is being steadily permeated 
with goodness, the nations are growing in 
brotherliness, the peoples are apprehend- 
ing better than they used the things that 
make for righteousness and peace. Hu- 
manity is rising in the scale of being, 
slowly indeed, but surely. To be a man 
means more than it did. Upright living 
is easier and commoner. Light is break- 
ing more and more all around the sky. 
Many clouds yet linger, but the full glad 
day is on its way, and before long we 
shall see its beauty and glory. 





Must Begin with the Minister 


riNUE Lvangelist of last week, under the 

title, ‘‘ Cleveland Presbytery on its 
Knees,” reports some of the addresses 
made during a heart-searching, sin-contess- 
ing day of retreat and worship to find out 
why, as ministers of the grace ot God, powe1 
had gone outof them. One ot the number, 
in reporting the event, “as a miracle of 
grace,” says: ‘** Not even the most spirit- 
ually sanguine would have dared to hope 
its coming so soon, trom a presbytery which 
has a church-wide reputation tor going 
head first in place of heart foremost toward 
the kingdom ot lite. Every lite seemed to 
beat with a single thought — a broken and 
a contrite heart. ‘ Down in the dust’ and 
‘doubly destitute ’ was the soul-wrenching 
thought universally uppermost. Sackcloth 
and ashes could not have made more appar- 
ent the consciousness of past sin and pres- 
ent earth helplessness. Contessions never 
had the ring of more heart genuineness. 
Not a shadow ot ‘cant;’ buta throbbing 
with the heaven-born thought, ‘of our- 
selves we cannot.’” From the confession 
of perhaps the toremost member ot the 
Presbytery came these words with uncon- 
cealed sorrow and contrition : 


“TIT bave been in my present pastorate over 
fourteen years,and at no time has tnere been 
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such an evidence of spirit desertedness. Some- 
thing is awfully wrong. Not merely in tbe 
head. It’s deeper by far thanthat. It is right 
down here, in the heart. I have seen years 
when as high as two hundred came into my 
church on profession in a single year, while 
eighty or one bundred was not an uncommon 
gleaning from a year’s work. But nothing is 
like itnow.... Ldon’t want to blame any one 
for this so much as myself. I want to say that 
for years I have had large audiences at night ; 
but this could only come by turning my pulpit 
into a lecture platform, for the discussion of 
religious themes from a view-point scientific, 
in which | have always taken great delight. 
But I have decided I will stop this. It doesn’t 
pay. It brings in the end no permanent re- 
sults. I cannot see where any lasting good has 
come to my Master from such a course.”’ 


Ii our Forward Movement is to mean 
anything — indeed, if it is not to degen- 
erate into loathsome cant and pretense, an 
affront to God and to men — our ministry 
must pass through a similar crucible; tor 
the real revival must begin with the min- 
ister, and if it begin there, it will sweep 
through our churches. 





Judging in Righteousness and in 
, Mercy 


HERE were two noteworthy cases dis- 
posed of in this Commonwealth last 
week that were very creditable to the 
ability, ethical purpose, and spirit of mercy 
which have always characterized the judici- 
ary of the State. The first was tried before 
Judge Lowell in the United States District 
Court. Cornelius Minihan, representative 
and representative-elect to the Legislature 
trom East Cambridge, pleaded guilty on 
four indictments tor aiding and abetting 
four separate parties in obtaining false 
naturalization papers. Judge Lowell, in 
giving his decision, said that the offence 
Was a very serious one, and it seemed that 
to impose a fine would be trifling with 
justice. He then announced that the sen- 
tence would be the minimum —imprison- 
ment in the House of Correction in East 
Cambridge for one year. There is no ques- 
tion but this sort of political crime is per- 
petrated in all our cities. That Judge 
Lowell possessed the righteous purpose and 
the moral nerve to impose a just sentence, 
will carry needed warning to the many 
with whom such practices obtain. 

The other was the verdict rendered by 
Judge Bond, in Boston, in the Superior 
Criminal Court, in the case against Marion 
Rogan, the young woman who, in a spirit 
of vengeance, flung vitriol into the face ot 
Dr. Frank L. Taylor, a well-known young 
dentist of this city, destroying the sight ot 
both eyes and otherwise disfiguring him. 
Judge Bond, in a long decision published 
in the Boston Journal of Dee. 21, put the 
accused on probation. His verdict was 
greeted with attempted applause from a 
crowded court room, which was immedi- 
ately checked by the officers present. In his 
decision Judge Bond tempered justice with 
mercy. The reasons for the verdict are 
given with great torce. We have only 
space for a few sentences: 

“I believe from the evidence introduced at 
the hearing that previous to ber meeting this 
man this defendant was a virtuous woman; she 
was not brought into the society of this mun, 
ani did not put herseif in bis way, or do any- 
thing to attract his attention. He sought her 
out, knowing she was a virtuous woman, who 
had in no way wronged bim, for the sole pur- 
pose of causing her ruin, and after he had 
accomplished it by fraud and deception and 
the use of intoxicating liquors, if not by drugs, 
he unfeelingly cast her off without ussistance 
and advised her to resort to a life of prostitu- 
tion, and even boasted of his disgraceful con- 
duct with this young woman and with others 
whom he had ruined. 

* T do not wish to be understood as saying, or 
implying by what I bave said, that the defend- 
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ant did right in inflicting upon him the injury 
which she did. It would have been better if she 
could have borne the suffering inflicted upon 
her by him without wronging him in return, 
but she had great provocation, and this is some 
excuse for her conduct, though not a justifica- 
tion of it. 1 can understand how much this 
man will suffer in consequence of the in- 
jury inflicted upon him by this defendant, but I 
feel that she will suffer more in the future in 
consequence of his wrong to her than he will in 
consequence of her injury to him.” 


That our courts, while thus sensitive to 
wrong-doing, are so tenderly sympathetic 
with outraged womanhood, and so strongly 
condemn the libertine, is a wholesome and 
inspiring indication. 





Dr. Whitsitt and Ultra Baptists 


TE doubtif any greater wrong has 
been done a noble representative 
of any leading denomination in these later 
times than ultra Southern Baptists inflicted 
upon Dr. William H.Whitsitt, of Louisville, 
Ky., late president ot the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. In a paper in John- 
son’s Cyclopzdia, under the head, “The 
Baptists,” written by Dr. Whitsitt, he shows 
most conclusively that their beginning as a 
distinct denomination could not at the ut- 
most be traced farther back than A. D. 1641. 
For thus stating the truth, the extreme Bap- 
tists made war upon him and finally dis- 
placed him trom the presidency of the in- 
stitution. 

It is gratitying to know that this un- 
brotherly and unchristian criticism did 
not intimidate or silence him. Ata recent 
session of the Baptist Congress of America, 
held at Richmond, Va., Dr. Whitsitt reit- 
erated the statements contained in the Cy- 
clopeedia in even a more pronounced form. 
He said: *“* So tar as present research has 
gone, no Baptist has been tound between 
A. D. 255 and A. D. 1641.” For Baptists to 
claim a “‘ visible succession”’ trom the early 
church hesays isa “ suicidal position ;” and 
adds : “ It is impossible to demonstrate any 
such succession of Baptists. Whoever may 
boast of an outward visible succession from 
the apostles, Baptists are nut entitled to 
make any such claim. Certainly this pesi- 
tion is destructive to the Baptist denomina- 
tion.” 

The effort to maintain this fiction will 
surely tail, and will make sorry reading tor 
this denomination. There can be but one 
outcome: the truth will ultimately prevail. 
Meantime all praise to Dr. Whitsitt, to 
whom the truth is dearer than all things 
else ! 





PERSONALS 





— Bishop Mallalieu spent last Sunday 
with the Methodist churches in Fitchburg. 


— Prot. Wilbur F. Steele, A. M.,S. T. D., 
is delivering courses in the English Bible 
in the College of Liberal Arts, University 
of Denver. 

— Rev. William W. Fenn, of Chicago, has 
been called to the Bussey professorship of 
theology in Harvard College, the chair left 
vacant by the death of Dr. Everett. 


— Mr. George B. Johnson, late cashier of 


the Western Methodist Book Concern, is 
established in a pleasant office adjoining 
that of the resident Bishop in Cincinnati. 


Mr. Johnson has official relation with sev- 
eral of the church boards, involving con- 
siderable clerical work. 

— The Methodist Book Concern has just 
issued a volume which has long been need- 
ed —‘‘ Helps tor the Quiet Hour,’”’ by Rev. 
Dr, Jesse Bowman Young. Itis a book ot 
prayers, collects, and devotional verses, 
collated from many sources and accom- 
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panied by a prefatory essay on ‘ The Cult- 
ure of the Devotional Lite.” 


— Prof. Milton S. Terry,S. T. D., of Garrett 
Biblical Institute, read a paper on the “*Su- 
pernatural Birth of Jesus,’”’ at the Chicago 
Preachers’ Meeting, Monday, Dec. 24. 


— The Newton Graphic of Dec. 14 pub- 
lishes the excellent Thanksgiving sermon 
of Rev. George R. Grose, pastor of our 
church at Newton, on “The Higher 
Thanksgiving.” 


—John D. Rockefeller remembers the 
University of Chicago again with a Christ- 
inas gift of a million and a half, bringing 
his total beneficence to this institution to 
nearly ten millions. 


— Rev. David A. Carson, of Hanson Place 
Church, Brooklyn, sailed from New York 
on Dec. 19 under appointment as a mission- 
ary under Bishop Hartzell. He goes to Gar- 
raway Station, Liberia Conterence. 


— Mr. F. A, Arter, of Cleveland, O., had 
offered to give one-tenth of the $35,000 in- 
debtedness on certain churches in that city 
providing the rest was raised. Ata recent 
meeting he advanced his offer $1,000. 


— The Michigan Christian Advocate says: 
““Under the pastor and Rev. Thos. Harri- 
son there have been some two hundred con- 
versions in Roberts Park Church, Indian- 
apolis, during a three weeks’ meeting.” 


— Rev. C. B. Wilcox, pastor at Middle- 
town, North Indiana Conterence, has just 
enjoyed the greatest revival in the history 
ot that charge. Over one hundred persons 
have been either converted, reclaimed, or 
sanctified. There were sixty conversions, 


and the entire church was wonderfully 
blessed. 


—Dr. J. F. Marley, presiding elder of 
Dayton (Ohio) District, died at Dayton, 
Dec. 20. He has been a member of the Cin- 
cinnati Conference for fifty years, and tor 
the past two years presiding elder ot Day- 
ton District. He was about 70 years of 


age, and leayes three daughters and one 
son. 


— The widow ot Rev. Dr. Stephen Allen, 
who resides in Kent’s Hill, Me., now 85 
years of age, has been helpless tor nearly 
three years, unable to move herselt in bed or 
to use her hands to work or her eyes to read ; 
but her mind is as keen and bright as ever, 
and she enjoys her HERALD and is greatly 
interested in all old triends. 


— The church at large will be glad to 
learn that at a meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the Missionary Society last 
week, Rev. George B. Smyth, D. D., for 
seventeen years one of our missionaries in 
China, at the head of our educational work 
in Pekin, was elected field secretary tor the 
regions beyond the Rockies. Dr. Smyth is 
peculiarly well qualified for the position 
and will do excellent and fruitful work. 


— Vice President-elect Roosevelt will 
vacate his office as Governor of the Empire 
State with a reputation for having main- 
tained “the strenuous life” for which he 
has so long stood. He has met emergencies 
demanding brave and honest action, as the 
public had a right to expect. His removal, 
last week, of two prominent officers of 
State — Dr. Peter M. Wise, president of the 
State Commission in lunacy, and Col. Asa 
Bird Gardiner, district attorney of New 
York County, because unworthy and in- 
efficient, is refreshing in times when so 
much wrong-doing in public officials is 
winked at. And it is this quality of moral 
courage and heroism so grandly asserting 
itself in emergencies that gives Roosevelt 
such a strong hold upon the people at large. 
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—The Boston Herald, referring to the sur- 
viving ex-governors of this commonwealth, 
says: “The same spirit of reverence is 
evinced toward Gov. Claflin, who held the 
governorship nearly a score of years, repre- 
sented the State in Congress afterward, and 
lives in retirement now, with the universal 
respect of those whom he has served.”’ 


— The Northern Christian Advocate says: 
“Dr. P. S. Merrill, presiding elder of But- 
falo District, has had a telephone, with long 
distance connections, put into his vresi- 
dence, 423 Vermont St., Buffalo. He is 
thus practically ‘within speaking dis- 
tance’ of his preachers all tne time. What 
would the fathers have thought of a proph- 
ecy ot such a convenience when they 
worked their large circuits ?”’ 


— The tollowing paragraph, taken from 
a letter dictated by Rev. Dr. J. O. Knowles, 
received on Saturday, will be of inter- 
est to many friends: “I do not sit 
up, probably shall not for some time, 
but am surely on the way to recuv- 
ery. I am grateful for the kindness of my 
brethren, the esteem and love shown by 
interested friends; my mails bring many 
cheering letters. My room is brilliant 
with flowers, and the preachers and wives 
trom even remote charges have come to see 
me, to satisfy themselves that I am recov- 
ering. Iam in the Lord’s hand, and all is 
well.” 


— Z1on’s HERALD shares heartily in the 
congratulations so generally and warmly 
extended to Mrs. Mary A. Livermore on 
reaching her 80th birthday, Dec. 19. Flowers 
and other giits were showered upon her at 
her home in Melrose, and in the afternoon 
she attended a reception in the City Hall 
given to her by the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, at which were present 
several hundred friends and admirers. Mrs. 
Livermore has for many years been a reader 
and friendly supporter of this paper. She 
was a close personal friend of Gilbert Ha- 
ven, and they labored together in the ar- 
dent support of many well-known re- 
forms. 


— The last time we saw “ the slim figure, 
kindly, intelligent face and fluttering white 
locks ” of the late Dr. Cyrus A. Bartol, he 
was walking across Boston Common, lean- 
ing on the arm of his ever-present, ever- 
shielding daughter. The last time we heard 
him preach was in his own church just be- 
tore he relinquished his pastorate. He was 
cbaracteristically attractive and forcetul in 
the art of saying things. He could be in- 
tensely dramatic at times, and was so on 
that occasion. In his closing sentence he 
was describing the end of lite — the sudden- 
ness with which men pass from sight. His 
last word was “life,” and witb that word 
hanging on his lips he drew out of his pul- 
pit and apparently swooned back into his 
seat. 


—The New York papers announced last 
week the call of Rev. Dr. 8S. P. Cadman, of 
Metropolitan Temple, New York city, to 
Central Congregational Church, Brooklyn, 
at a salary of $7,500. This is the church 
which was served so long and successfully 
by the late Rev. Dr. A. J. F. Behrends. It 
seems that the call to Dr. Cadman is made 
after thorough investigation by a promi- 
nent and joint committee of the church 
and the society, and is unanimous and very 
hearty. It does not seem probable that 
such a church would extend a call to a man 
outside of the denomination unless assur- 
ances had been given. Dr. Cadman is a 
man of marked ability as a preacher and 
upon the platform, and has done a notable 
work in his present pastorate. There is no 
use in disguising the tact that his going out 
from us would be an irreparable loss. We 
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hope that he may yet conclude to remain 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 





BRIEFLETS 





The demand made upon our space by the 
Index this week crowds over to the next 
issue considerable church news and other 
current matter. 

One ot the most helpful acts the minister 
can perform for his new converts is to per- 
suade them to read ZIon’s HERALD regu- 
larly as subscribers. We heard one of the 
pillars of one of our strongest churches say 
recently that one of the first things he did 
when he united with the church was to 
subscribe tor ZIon’s HERALD. 





Rev. W. W. Ogier, of Calais, Maine, rep- 
resentative of the First Mission District, 
writes: ‘*‘ World Wide Missions tor January 
(16 cents per hundred copies) will be of 
great value to our preachers and people. 
The issue contains the special addresses de- 
livered at the General Missionary Com- 
mittee meeting.”’ 





And now Bryan, the twice defeated Pres- 
idential candidate of the Democratic Party, 
announces that he is to become the editor 
ot a weekly paper. His ultimate failure 
may be safely predicted. He will fail for 
the same reason that he was defeated — be- 
cause he rides political hobbies. The peo- 
ple very soon tire ot a hobby, no matter 
how forcefully or brilliantly it may be 
presented. He will doubtless have a large 
personal tollowing at the outset, but it will 
very soon commence to dwindle. Papers 
devoted to specialties do not thrive as a 
rule. ° 





Is not living the most serious thing about 
which we can concern ourselves? —just 
everyday living, the kind that begins with 
commonplace duty in the morning, and 
ends with quiet fireside rest and a simple 
prayer at night? What day is holier than 
every day? God help us to live it taith- 
tully, this common, uneventful life of ours ; 
tor every day is the warp and woot of eter- 
nity. 





It is hoped that Rev. C. M. Sheldon, of 
Topeka, Kan., will have no more imita- 
tors in editing daily papers. Dr. Parker of 
the London Temple was a greater blunderer 
in the business than even Mr. Sheldon. 
We know avery good and quite successful 
minister who claims that the secret of his 
success lies in the fact, as he laconically puts 
it, that “‘ he knows how little he knows.” 
So far ministers who have been ambitious to 
turn editors certainly have shown that they 
were not aware how little they knew about 
journalism. The whole thing is especially 
humiliating to “ the cloth.’’ 





We are assured that Rev. Samuel F’. Pear- 
son, of Portland, Me., sheriff of Cumber- 
land County, will faithfully and effectually 
enforce the prohibitory law. He enters 
upon the duties of his office with the begin- 
ning of the new year. He announces the 
appointment of his deputies. He had on file 
nearly a thousand applications for places on 
his staft. Not one of the present deputy sher- 
iffs was retained. He has selected sixteen 
Republicans, nine Democrats, and seven 
Prohibitionists. The chief public interest re- 
lates to the choice of liquor deputies, upon 
whom will rest the duty of enforcing the 
prohibitory law in Portland. His choice is 
Rev. Henry T. Skillings, a South Portland 
clergyman, at present a student in the 
Northfield Bible School, and Charles A. 
Plummer, who distinguished himself as a 
liquor seizer under former Sheriff Cram. 
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THROUGH ALL THE YEAR 
JENNIE WILSON-HOWELL. 


He led them forth by the right way, that they 
might go to acity of habitation.”” — Psa 107; 7. 


The way was “right,’’ dear Lord, though 
wrong it seemed 

When o’er ovr darkened pathway no 
light gleamed ; 

And though thick clouds obscured Thee 
trom our sight, 

Thou ledst us through the darkness safe 
to light. 


The way was “right,’’ dear Lord, though 
thorn and briar 
Ott pierced our wearied feet; and though 


the fire ‘ 
Through which we passed to whiter heat 
did glow, s 
Yet by our side “ the Fourth ” did surely 
go. 


Yea, Lord, the way was “right” when 
o’er our soul 
Thy waves and all Thy billows seemed to 


- 


roll; 

Lo! I am with thee,’ came our soul to 
cheer, ‘ ‘ 

And with our hand in Thine we felt no 
tear. 


And, Lord, the way was “right ’’ when, 
racked with pain, 
To die, for us, would surely have been 


ain; 

But” Thou didst show us ‘“ great and 
mighty things ;” 

Then soared our soul to Thee as if on 
wings. 


The way was “ right ’”’ when to the lonely 
tomb 

We bore our loved one’mid the wintry 
gloom: 

E’en then Thy word did point to man- 
sions bright, 

Where our belovéd walk in garments 
white. 

Thy way is always “right,” dear Lord, 
we know; 

Like Israel, through the wilderness we go 

To that tair habitation, built by Thee — 

Our Heav’nly Canaan, Thine eternity. 


O Captain ofour souls! lead on, lead on! 

Thine —_ shall tollow, victory must be 
won 

Though fierce the conflict, we will have 
no tear, 

For Thou hast led us safe through all the 
year. 


Lawrence, Mass. 





WHAT IS THE. DRIFT? 
BISHOP 8. M. MERRILL. 


INCE the General Conference of the 
year of grace 1900 passed away with- 

out radical interference with the status, 
prerogatives, sphere, duties, or responsibil- 
ities of the episcopacy, contenting itself 
with the reassertion of its conceded right 
to regulate the incidents of the office and to 
supervise with some effectiveness the ad- 
ministration of its incumbents, those of us 
who have been longest in that service find 
the atmosphere in which we work notatall 
unfamiliar, but in fact undistinguishable 
from that which afforded us inspiration 
before the coming of the clouds and thun- 
der and wind of the storm which centered 
so threateningly over this goodly city in 
the balmy month of May. In fact, the 
chureh with its varied departments and 
diversified activities goes right along in 
pursuit of its old mission, which the fa- 
thers regarded as divine, making note of 
time, and determined to enter the new 
century with banners made glorious in 
the past still courting the breeze, and with 
altars aflame with the fires of Pentecost, 
lf it be a proof of the divinity of the Gos- 
pel that it has so long survived the folly 
of its friends, as well as the wrath of its 
enemies, it is no insignificant intimation 
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of Providential favor that Methodism re- 
tains so much of its outward form and 
vital force after the numerous quadrennial 
conflicts through which its life has been 
preserved. Personally, I am hopeful for 
Methodism. Something like it or possess- 
ing its spirit is essential to the highest type 
of godliness, and it cannot be that with 
the needs of the world so urgent for the 
things which this form of Christianity 
emphasizes, this vast agency with its ac- 
cumulated experience and power is to be 
set aside for some other agency yet to be 
trained and qualified fur the work which 
Methodism has been so long getting ready 
to do. Rather would I believe that God 
has a plan and purpose in the develop- 
ment of Methodism which has scarcely 
yet been perceived, and that the early 
years of the opening century will reveal 
such opportunities as will gladden the 
hearts of all who have patiently endured 
without faltering through the years of her 
training. 

The coming of the holidays turns atten- 
tion to beoks — hence the “ book num- 
bers ’’ of our weekly papers. In some of 
these appear lists of books readand: com 
mended to others as ‘‘ helpful ’’ by ; teach- 
ers and laymen and laywomen of literary 
and Methodistic reputation, showing what 
sort of meat our Czesars and others feed 
upon for the rebuilding of the moral and 
spiritual muscle which must be depended 
on to work out the herculean tas s laid on 
Methodism for the coming years. One 
scans these lists with an interest tran- 
scending ordinary curiosity. In them we 
find searcely a single book recognized as a 
standard in any department of Methodist 
doctrine, history, experience, or economy. 
Plenty of fiction is found, and not a little 
of questionable soundness, with a sprink- 
ling of positive heterodoxy. Of course 
anxiety is awakened. Are we about to 
forsake the foundations which the fathers 
laid and on which they builded even more 
wisely than they knew? If I believed 
this, my hope would be less sanguine than 
it has been expressed in this article. What 
a comfort itis that all meteors do not be- 
come stars — that modern authorship fur- 
nishes such numerous occasions for the 
use of that delightful word ‘‘ ephemeral ! ”’ 

Shall I specify? A little book proceed- 
ing and coming forth from the ‘‘ Hub ”’ is 
commended by several Methodists as 
‘‘ helpful.”? It is on the ‘‘ Atonement,” 
and carries two marks on its face giving 
it presumptive right to be called Methodist. 
The first is that it emanates from a school 
for the training of Methodist preachers, 
and the second is that it bears the imprint 
of the Methodist publishing house. And 
‘* here endeth ”’ the list of Methodist qual- 
ities. Its principal work consists in pul- 
verizing and elimination. With such 
heroic enthusiasm does it pulverize theories 
of the atonement that the atonement it- 
self shares the fate of the powdered the- 
ories, while its zeal in eliminating extra- 
neous growths wearies not till the last ele- 
ment of atonement reaches the legitimate 
fate of a withered branch. Let any one 
study its eliminations and then gather the 
residue of atonement, and find in what 
remains a particle of redemption by price, 
or of expiation of guilt by sacrificial 
blood, if he is able todoso. His reward 
shall be the acknowledgment that he pos- 
sesses powers of discernment superior to 
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those entrusted tothe average of his fellows. 

Another book in the lists commended as 
“helpful’’ is a treatise by a Methodist 
preacher on the ‘‘ Religion of Tomorrow.”’ 
It is vigorously written for one who ic a 
beginner in authorship, although its pages 
betray the need of rigid editorial pruning. 
One seldom finds a more striking illustra- 
tion than it affords of the saying that “ in 
theology whatever is new is not true, and 
whatever is true is not new.’’ With dili- 
gent elaborateness it emphasizes the im- 
manence of God, and the value of His 
personal work and influence in the souls 
of men to their regeneration and develop- 
ment in the Christian life, In this it is 
commendable ; for it gives prominence to 
the old doctrine of divine agency co-op- 
erating with the human will in every step 
of advancement in grace from its incipi- 
ency to its consummation in glory. But 
this is not new, and the quiet assumption 
that it is, reveals one of the marked weak- 
nesses of the book. It errs more in what 
it assumes and implies than in what it 
teaches by positive assertion. This ap- 
p es with special force to the author’s 
treatment of the atonement. He gives 
prominence to the doctrine, and yet be- 
littles it by failing to appreciate its abso- 
lute necessity, and by resorting to the no- 
torious puerility of separating the syllables 
of the English word in order to give to the 
atonement the sole meaning of one of its 
intended results, the reconciliation. More- 
over, and still more conspicuously, is this 
characteristic found in his representations 
of theories of the atonement. He finds 
but two theories worthy of mention, both 
of which he discards without so much as 
a definition or a reason directly given. He 
calls them the substitutional theory and 
the governmental theory! A tyro in di- 
vinity ought to know that the govern- 
mental theory is a substitutional theory, 
and that there are several substitutional 
theories besides, which involve widely dif- 
fering elements. A treatise aiming to give 
to the world a new theory of atonement 
and reasons for it ought to do justice to old 
theories, and furnish the reader with the 
means of comparing the new with the old ; 
but this author assumes that all old the- 
ories are the outgrowths of what he terms 
‘* Latin theology,’’ and therefore to be re- 
jected in {mass without discrimination. 
With him ‘vicarious’ is an unlovable 
word. He can see no substitutional ele- 
ment in any atonement except the literal 
transfer‘of the full penalty of sin from the 
sinner to the Saviour, and, discarding this, 
proceeds as if discarding all that is vica- 
rious or substitutional, and as it compelled 
to turn away from the standards of his 
church to seek new expositions, overlook- 
ing the fact*that Methodist authors from 
the beginning have antagonized the doc- 
trine he discards. His limitations at this 
point are marvelous ; and this habit of ig- 
noring well-known facts in the history of 
theology, and of implying what was never 
true and what self-respect would not per- 
mit him tojassert, carrying the impression 
that he is upon new ground when only 
treading a beaten path, is an astounding 
feature of this effort to produce a book 
that will at once attract the young and 
indicate independent thought with broad- 
er faith than the world usually attributes 
to the evangelical churches. 

Another mistake not less unfortunate in 
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this well-intended production is the prac- 
tice of using the word atonement to ex- 
press the whole personal agency of God in 
redeeming, regenerating and uplifting the 
race to the divine fellowship. The incar- 
nation, life, teaching and suffering of 
Christ, and His resurrection, have each 
important bearings in the scheme of re- 
demption, as has also the work of the 
Holy Spirit; but to make the word 
‘*‘ atonement ’’ cover this whole range of 
divine manifestation and saving agency is 
an abuse of language not to be tolerated 
where precision or even ordinary accuracy 
is demanded. 

It is refreshing to turn from these 
‘‘ helpful’ books, so highly commended, 
the productions of Methodist authors, to 
one too new to have place in these lists, 
but filled with substance to give strength 
and tone to the nerves and fibres of a 
genuine Methodist faith. Such is the new 
work from the Methodist Book Concern 
press, by John M. Leavitt, D. D., LL. D., 
entitled, ‘‘ Reasons for Faith in Christian- 
ity; with Answers to Hypercriticism.’’ 
While the author is not a Methodist, and 
has not been for upwards of ferty years, 
he has done well to bring this vigorous 
literary bantling to the publishing house 
of,the church that sent him into the min- 
istry. Early religious training has borne 
fruit in old age. After finishing the last 
page, a feeling of satisfaction came over 
me, expressing itself mentally in terms of 
thankfulness that some one had said in 
better terms and style than I could com- 
mand, the exact things which I very 
much desired should be said. It is not a 
critical analysis of the details of Higher 
Criticism, or hypercriticism, but an ear- 
nest, eloquent, and sufficient presentation 
of reasons for believing Christianity divine, 
in the presence of the most modern objec- 
tions of critics, evolutionists, liberalists, 
and rationalists of all schools. I commend 
it as “helpful”? to all our theological 
students and professors, assuring them 
that the odor of Liberalism, Universalism, 
or High-churchism, is not found in it; and 
yet that it is not lacking in breadth, learn- 
ing, or polish, and owes no apology to 
linguist, scientist, philosopher, or skeptic. 

There is a world of wealth in good 
books. A benediction would come to 
many homes if our pastors would con- 


scientiously inspect and prudently super- 
vise the seedtten faretaiettl Methodist fam- 
ilies, much of it With little consideration of 
its quality. On a recent tour of Confer- 
ences I made it a point to look through 
the libraries of the families where I was 
entertained — usually about the most 
intelligent, Methodistically, in the com- 
munity —and in only one place in a 
dozen was I able to find a book from the 
Methodist publishing house, and in only 
two a church paper. What can we ex- 
pect for the future of our doctrines and 
usages in such conditions? Books, books, 
there is power in books; and nothing in 
the line of Methodist activity needs more 
careful supervision than the publication 
and circulation of books. 


Chicago, Ils. 





Out of the Old Year, yetlet us sing, 
Passing the threshold hopeful of heart 
Knowing whate’er the New Year shail 


en 

All will be well it we do our part. 

Out ot the Old Year, hush every sigh, 
Enter the portal with paces: not fear, 

And to the stranger all heartily cry, 
Welcome, oh, welcome, precious New 


Year! — 
— Anna D. Walker. 
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A PNEUMATIC CALENDAR 
JAMES BUCKHAM. 


S I sit indoors, this fiercely cold De- 
cember day, and listen to that pe- 
culiar moaning and crying of a sharp mid- 
winter wind, the same mood comes over 
me that I have known again and again, 
in the time of Nature’s testing and plead- 
ing — a mood of sympathy and longing 
unspeakable, akin to tears — and I say to 
myself: ‘‘Ah! the crying of that winter 
wind! I should know what season it is if 
I were waking up, with eyes still closed, 
from a century’s sleep.’’ 

Have you never noticed it — how the 
sound of the wind betrays the season, and 
sometimes even the month, of the year? 
You may sit in the same room from Jan- 
uary to December, with the air-currents 
striking the same house-angles, flowing 
through the same branches of near-by 
trees, sweeping over the same fields or up 
the same slope, and yet what different 
wind-voices and wind-messages you will 
hear, as the weeks and months follow one 
another through the calendar of the year! 

One may observe the same phenomenon 
out of doors, but not quite so distinctly or 
completely as in the house, because the 
house adds its own peculiar resonances 
and resistances, the harpstrings of its tim- 
bers, to the music of the wind. You have 
another instrument in your orchestra, 
another voice — and a leading voice — in 
your chorus, when you listen indoors to 
the vast symphonies of the air, 

Here in this little upstairs workshop of 
mine, where I have sat in listening mood 
through all days and many seasons, the 
wind has become an old and trusty news- 
carrier tome. He sweeps about the house 
and taps at my shutter, and I am told in 
amoment all I wish to know about the 
world I love best — the sincere world of 
nature. He tells me now, on thistedge of 
coldest midwinter, that Nature is crying, 
begging to be let out of the stocks of the 
frost, pleading, wearying, for spring. I 
have never heard that distinct, almost 
human, moaniug of the wind at any other 
time. It begins about Christmas, and lasts 
until the first of February, or perhaps a 
week longer, according as the season is 
backward or advanced. 

Then, suddenly, my pneumatic mes- 
senger comes to the window with a fresh 
bit of news, or at least the likeliest of ru- 
mors. The February wind ceases to moan 
and cry. Nature has felt a strange, in- 
voluntary stirring in her prisonedj{mem- 
bers, and suddenly the air becomes full of 
questioning. The February wind is dis- 
tinctly interrogative. Its voice has a ris- 
ing inflection. It brings you a rumor, yet 
with the accent of conviction, as one may 
put a question in such a way as |to expect 
and admit of but a single auswer. 

The first premonition of spring is a subtle 
tone of the wind — perhaps the most subtle 
of any ; yet a trained and attentive ear can 
hardly miss or mistake it. I find that I 
have a different mood, at once, when the 
February wind begins to blow. Its first 
whispering may come in the {middle of 
the night, waking me for gladness. I feel 
like one reprieved. The tension is} gone; 
my spirits are unbent once more and at 
ease. The wind tells me that Nature,;who 
has not stirred a muscle now for more than 
a month, is not frozen to the heart, but 
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feels a little faintest pulse-beat, and cends 
instant news of it to her friends. 

Almost any one can notice, I am sure, 
a difference between the sounds of the two 
winter winds—for there are two, as I 
have indicated. The first wind is pain- 
fully sharp and strained, and seems 
pitched in a minor key. The second is 
rounder and fuller and more resonant, 
with a certain robust quality, and rings 
out plainly in a major key. 

The March wind, we might say, is the 
answer to the February wind’s hopeful 
question, the absolute and jubilant con- 
firmation of its rumor. The March wind 
is the most positive of all winds in the 
pneumatic calendar, and no one questions 
his ability to identify it, no matter under 
what circumstances it may be heard. It 
is a messenger who rides bareback and 
standing a string of a hundred horses, and 
sweeps more marvelously around the ring 
of the world than any spangled equestrian 
around his circle of sawdust. The roar of 
his passage and his hearty, reassuring 
shout make the house rock ; and when he 
is off again you can hear him telling his 
good news in the next town. 

April brings another voice to my win- 
dow —a feminine voice now, with the 
child-tone still lingering in it. No wind 
in all the calendar is quite so soft as the 
April wind— when it is soft. But it has 
a querulous tone sometimes, and comes 
beating the window as with impatient 
child-hands. It is a moody wind, with 
all the changeableness of a child’s tem- 
perament. It can cry and it can laugh ; 
and there is nothing sweeter or more 
delicious in all the gamut of nature-sounds 
than the rustling laughter of an April 
wind among the first tender green leaves. 
Once listen with all your soul to its 
laughing or its crying, and you can never 
mistake the voice of the wind that blows 
in the month of showers. 

May and June have the same sweet, 
constant, gentle, unvarying winds — fem- 
inine voices, but no longer childish, quer- 
ulous, nor uncertain; voices that hint of 
the ripeness, the poise and stability of 
womanhood. These winds make low, 
even sounds about your casement, and in 
the trees, and over the grass, all day long. 
They express Nature’s utter contentment 
and peace. They bring me news of God’s 
love for His world, and His ever-remind- 
ing presence in it. 

July and August are almost windless 
months. You must listen closely for your 
pneumatic news-bringer then, save when 
storm-breeding heats goad him to fury. 
He has little news now, save to whisper 
across your open casement that all is well 
with the fruit-bearing earth. Yet is not 
the whisper of the midsummer wind as 
distinct a voice, to those who hear it, as 
any in the pneumatic calendar? It surely 
is tome. I could never mistake its sound, 
and certainly net its touch. That eva- 
nescent whisper, that warm, soft touch 
upon the cheek — who could mistake them 
for any other wind’s that blows? 

The September wind is bland and yet 
firm. There is a return of masculinity in 
its tone. If it were not for this quality, 
one might mistake the sound of it for that 
of the May-June wind. It rustles the 
leaves a little more raucously ; it strikes, 
in its occasionally boisterous moods, a 
more ringing note out of the house-tim- 
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pers. Sometimes there is a faint wail in 
it, as if of half-defined regret or momen- 
tary foreboding. But on the whole it is a 
cheerfully sober and somewhat quiet 
wind, that one loves to listen to while at 
work in a sunny room. 

October’s wind is the most uniformly 
sad of all. It blows in irregular puffs, 
scattering handfuls of golden leaves with 
every sigh, and sometimes shakes your 
window with an almost fierce and morose 
protest against the inevitable. I must 
confess that I like the October wind least 
of all. It is too petulant, too rebellious, 
too fitful. It is the voice of Nature’s first 
unreasoning, unchastened revolt against 
her annual testing and renewal. 

With November comes a braver and 
saner wind, whose sound I like right well. 
It is the voice of Nature’s penitential mood, 
strong, sincere, and sweet. It roars 
through the trees, and strips them un- 
hesitatingly of their faded leaves — not 
plucking them off in little reluctant, petu- 
lant handfuls, as did October’s gusts. It 
rattles your casement, and tells you un- 
equivocally and even cheerfully that Nat- 
ure is making ready for her winter strug- 
gle, and that you must promptly get in 
your coal and put on your weather-strips. 

So have I been dreaming of all the 
winds in the year, while I sit listening to 
the moan of this December weather. 
Every date in my pneumatic calendar has 
been chalked off. Have they not strange, 
subtle voices, these messengers of the air? 
Yet I trust that other interpreters than I 
have heard the same unfeigned messages, 
and have caught somewhat of that inner 
meaning of which Alice Cary hints in 
her beautiful lines : — 


** Softly among the limbs, 
Turning the leaves of hymns, 


I heard the winds, and asked it God were 
there. 

No voice replied, but while I listening 
stood, 

Sweet peace made holy hushes through 
the wood.” 


Melrose, Mass. 





GOING OUT 
ANNIE A. PRESTON. 


T a ministerial conference in a Con- 

necticut city where the needs of 

the country churches were under discus- 

sion, the youthful pastor of a suburban 
charge said, in a sprightly way : — 

‘* Tt is the tendency of this age to con- 
gregate in cities, and would it not be bet- 
ter to enlarge evangelistic work where the 
workers are not compelled to leave the 
spiritual and intellectual privileges of the 
large centres? It is a question in my 
mind whether the efforts made in this di- 
rection of ‘ going out’ are worth while.’’ 

‘The ‘ going out’ has its compensa- 
tions, and one may get spiritual help 
where he least expects it,’’ said a white- 
haired man who had just entered the 
room. ‘‘ Tam a stranger to most of you, 
being new in the State, but at one time I 
had a pastorate in a rugged little town 
just over your border. Some of you may 
know the little church pointing its thin, 
finger-like spire heavenward from the 
summit of the highest hill —a church 
that was the spiritual home of the people 
in the seattered farm-houses even before 
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the town was incorporated. Where many 
a large family was reared there is now 
only a worn doorstone, a cellar hole, and 
a clump of lilac bushes ; but the sons and 
daughters and their descendants are do- 
ing the world’s work in the centres, 
spurred on by the spiritual life found in 
that old church home on the hilltop. I 
met one of those men soon after I grad- 
uated from the divinity school, and he 
said : ‘My old home church up in Hamp- 
den County is without a pastor. If you 
will go there and preach for three months 
and call around from house to house, as 
country pastors used to do, I will find 
you a horse and carriage and pay your 
salary. At the end of that time the 
church will know what they want, I 
fancy.’ 

‘*T accepted the offer, and as I drove 
away from his hospitable home, my em- 
ployer said: ‘ Kitty will take you right 
straight to Deacon Barber’s; she was 
reared on his farm, and always knows 
the way home. The deacon is the homeli- 
est man I know, and hasn’t much polish 
to speak of, but he’sa saint. You’ll say 
so when you come to know him well. I 
have written him that you are coming, 
so you will be sure of a welcome.’ 

‘“*T enjoyed the.drive of twenty-five or 
thirty miles, and so did Kitty. She took 
all the correct turns, as the guide-boards 
proved, and pushed bravely forward even 
to the last hill. Here we overtook a tall, 
spare, old man, turning so plain a face 
toward us that I was sure it must be the 
good deacon; and as he said: ‘ Hi, 
Kitty ! welcome ! welcome!’ and held up 
a rough brown hand to me, the good little 
horse neighed with pleasure, and that 
was our introduction. 

‘**T’m glad ter git a lift up the hill,’ he 
said. ‘ Kitty won’t mind the extra load 
— she can’t be as tired as I am. I’ve 
been away up on the mounting to a farm 
where I’ve had a snarl er young critters 
pasturin’ all summer. I’ve got a sort er 
claim on the farm, and git intrist an’ 
rent, an’ so on, in that way ; but the crit- 
ters git awful wild ; some on ’em are wuss 
’n others, an’ there’s one I can’t git no- 
how. It’s an interestin’ family up there 
— lots er children, mother sick — got a 
cancer. You must go up some day an’ 
talk with her.’ 

‘*Of course I assented, but although I 
did not forget the matter, I hesitated 
about going. I didn’t know what to say 
to the poor mother about to leave her 
family, and was fearful that my call 
might be anything but a comfort to her. 
As the days passed, and I was makiug 
new acquaintances, I did not even inquire 
for her, so fearful was I that the deacon 
would remind me of my promise, and I 
allowed him to fancy that the matter had 
slipped from my mind. 

‘“‘One morning, as I started to drive 
out, I met the deacon walking rapidly 
with his hat in his hand, as was his habit 
when in a hurry — and he usually was, 
for he had a great many irons in the fire, 
as the saying is. As he saw me, a smile 
fairly illuminated his homely face, and he 
cried: ‘I’ve got the last one, parson, the 
last one!’ ‘That is good,’ I replied, al- 
though I did feel a little contempt for the 
man who could express so much joy at 
the securing of an unruly calf; but a 
sudden impulse caused me to say : ‘How 
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far is it to this pasture-farm of yours? I 
think I will call upon that sick woman 
this morning.’ ‘ You don’t mean it? Wall,” 
I’m rejoiced. Go right straight ahead. 
Don’t turn to right nor left, till you come 
to a house. Stop there.’ 

“‘T drove on, albeit with some mental 
misgivings. I expected to enter a place of 
dirt and discomfort, and wondered how, 
under the circumstances, I should ap- 
proach the woman with spiritual sympa- 
thy and counsel. You can judge, there- 
fore, of my surprise at finding a neat farm- 
house, its windows aglow with blossom- 
ing chrysanthemums, and the faces of the 
children, and even of the mother herself, 
as bright as the flowers. It seemed to me 
that a light from the other world illu- 
mined her thin face. ‘Bless you for call- 
ing!’ she said. ‘ You see I’m only wait- 
ing for the coming of the King in His 
glory. But I wanted to talk with you 
about the children, and to have you meet 
them before the funeral, and I want you 
to see John, poordear boy! He only gave 
his heart to Jesus last night, and the dea- 
con was so rejoiced when he heard the 
good news this morning. ‘‘ We’ve got the 
last one now,’ he said; ‘‘ the last one is 
in the ark of safety.’’ He’s a good man. 
We were afraid he wouldn’t have time to 
come, after he got his young cattle home. 
You see he has been pasturing them up 
here, and whenever he came to bring them 
salt or to see to the fences, he’d leave a 
passage of Scripture for my comfort, and 
sometimes a word of admonition for the 
boys. I wasn’t a Christian when he be- 
gan coming here, and I expect he carried 
us allon his heart in his prayers, for he 
knew I had got to go. And now we are 
all arrayed on the side of Christ, and the 
last one is safe — the last one!’ 

‘** That was what he meant,’ I said. 
‘I met him back here by the pond, and 
the light that fairly made his face shine 
was the joy of winning a soul.’ 

‘* A great revulsion of feeling came over 
me, and as I knelt beside that mother, 
with her children kneeling about me, a 
new sense of delight in God’s work:in the 
world filled my soul and uplifted me 
above all my old timid questionings. I 
believe I have never since sunk below that 
higher level. 

‘During the year that followed (for I 
stayed on) I welcomed all those children 
into that little church. The neighboring 
families opened their doors to them and 
took them in. They were the children of 
the church, and although different roof- 
trees gave them shelter, they met on 
Sundays and at the prayer-meetings, and 
all sat together in one pew. It was a 
touching sight. That church is still the 
spiritual home of some of them. From 
that experience sprang my love for the 
work in the country places, the by-ways 
of God’s world. I love to seek after the 
souls brought up with nature and uncon- 
taminated with the filth of the centres. 
They are not less needy, but they have 
less evil to unlearn; and, once redeemed, 
you find them the stanchest supporters of 
God’s work at home and everywhere. 
Let us go out.”’ 

‘Amen ! and thank you, brother,’’ said 
the conference leader. ‘‘The field is the 
world. It includes both city and coun- 
try.”’ 

‘* Maple Corner,’’ Willington, Conn. 
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THE FAMILY 


THE PASSING YEAR 
BENJ. F. LEGGE?T. 

Like some Druid priest intoning, 
All the winter winds go moaning 
Over hill and over hollow, 
Faster than the snowflakes follow ; 
Never sob or sigh restraining, 
Full of feeling, not of teigning, 
But a sorrowful complaining 

For the waning of the Year. 


Sweeping weird and gusty marches 
Under all the cloudy arches, 
Muffled by the white flakes sifting, 
Over leafless woodlands dritting ; 
With a sorrow unavailing, 
Ever wandering and wailing, 
The pitiless night assailing 

For the failing ot the year. 


Now a sadder woe they borrow, 
From the gloom a deeper sorrow ; 
Under storm or starry splendor 
Keener grief their wailings render. 
Tearful voices seem replying, 
Echoes as oft bitter crying 
O’er a kingly white form lyiug — 
For the dying of the year. 
Ward, Pa. 





Thoughts for the Thoughtful 





The Waning Year 


What’stime? Man has Forever. 


— Robert Browning. 
ae *% 

There is no moment, no duty, no trial in 
life, in which the Lord Jesus is not pres- 
ent; . . . no furnace but the Son of 
Man treads upon the glowing embers; no 
storm but the Master walks over the tur- 
bulent billows; no isle of banishment but 
the Lord is near the lonely exile. — Rev. 
F.. B. Meyer. 

«*s 

The best education of a year may not 
come from the things which seem happy in 
it, but from those which brought us at the 
moment the greatest unhappiness. There 
is no way of deciding what is spiritually 
fortunate or unfortunate at the time; our 
most grievous calamities are often seen 
later to have borne the fruit of greatest hap- 
piness, and what appeared to be at the mo- 
ment our largest prosperities have turned 
later to ashes in our hands. The final value 
of every experience depends upon its spir- 
itual result. No one can tell what seed is 
in the soil until the harvest is borne; the 
seed of apparent bitterness sometimes 
brings forth the flowers ot peace. — The 
Outlook. 


«*« 


Why cry so many voices, choked with tears, 

** The year is dead!”’ It rather seems to me 

Full of such rich and boundless life to be, 

It is a presage of the eternal years. 

‘ - So let us rather cry: 

This year of grace still lives; it cannot die! 

— Mary G. Slocum. 
© be * 

As the bell struck the midnight hour, its 
strokes falling on the heart, how rose, as if 
taking a visible form, before descending 
into the tomb ot the Past, the events of the 
departing year. Farewell— how many 
hearts were saying— farewell, O parting 
year! Farewell, dear -kindred, whose 
graves are in your shadows; tarewell, sea- 
sons given for duty, and which might have 
been made so bright by my fidelity ! Fare- 
well, the blessings of God, which have 
been calling on me for gratitude! Fare- 
well, my life, which is parting from me; 
farewell, O hours, which on dark wings are 
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flying upward with your record for eterni- 
ty! Let the new year, which comes in 
with rejoicings, be hallowed by Christian 
fidelity. — Ephraim Peabody. 


«* 


A lady, whose right hand was very slow- 
ly growing helpless with a creeping paraly- 
sis, seldom spoke of her affliction. ‘* At 
least the trouble is at a standstill,” said a 
friend, one day. “ It is only a weakness of 
the hand ; it does not grow any worse.”’ 

** You do not notice any change,’’ was the 
reply. “Ido not notice much myself. It 
is not perceptiblein a week, scarcely in a 
month ; but when I look back over several 
months they tell the story. I cannot do at 
the end of the year what I did atits begin- 
ning.”’ 

There is a loss of spiritual strength and 
energy that comes in the same slow way. 
We think we are doing our duty fairly 
well, and that at least we are losing noth- 
ing. But there is no standing still; we are 
going forward or slipping back. Let us 
look back over the year and see whether 
we are stronger or weaker for our work. — 
Wellspring. 

* ad 6 

If around this instability of human life is 
wrapped the great permanence oft the life of 
God ... if the whole element of time is so 
lost in His eternity that not the beginning 
and the ending of experiences, but their 
spiritual relations to our growing charac- 
ters is everything — then is there not light 
upon it all? To value everything which 
comes to me, and yet to know that not its 
form but its spiritual essence is really val- 
uable, therefore to hasten while I have it to 
get out of it what it has to give me, and to 
even rejoice that some day in the loss of its 
formal presence I shall be able to make 
myself completely sure of the possession of 
its spirit — thatis the true attitude of the 
soul toward every good thing that God 
gives — health, triends, wealth, learning, 
time. — Phillips Brooks. 

* - % 

**Few and evil have the days of the years 
of my life been.” These are the words in 
which the patriarch Jacob answered Pha- 
raoh when he asked him, ‘“‘ How old art 
thou?” He was thinking, it may be, of the 
hard places of his life—his quarrel with 
Esau, so far away in the past, and his 
lonely journey as he fled from his angry 
brother; the years of hard work and in- 
justice with Laban; the bitter hour when 
he * buried Rachel ;” and his broken heart 
when Joseph was taken from him, as he 
believed, ‘‘ without doubt rent in pieces.” 
It was a far nobler strain in which he after- 
ward exclaimed, breaking off in the midst 
of blessing his sons and of recounting to 
them the care God had had over him: “ I 
have waited ivr Thy salvation, O Lord!” 

As we stand at the dividing place of two 
years perhaps we look back at pain, at 
partings, at heavy burdens, and the past 
year seems to us, as the past did to Jacob, 
“evil.” But turn the glass ever so little 
and get another view. Have there been no 
Bethels tor us in the past year — hours 
when the angels of God were treading the 
space between heaven and earth, when this 
little life became enlarged by touching the 
eternity of God? Has there been no trans- 
forming love in our hearts in the past, 
making years of laborious effort seem but a 
few days for love’s sake? — Open Window. 

oe . * 

Great and marvelous are Thy works, 
Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Thy 
ways, Thou King of saints! The years are 
tull of Thy goodness, and the earth declares 
Thy praise. All the days of this ended year 
Thou hast sustained us, and it is by taith in 
Thine abiding love that we look torward 
without anxious care. While Thy power 
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controls the world Thy children are secure, 
and wher the age of this world passes by it 
is in Thee we live forevermore. Thou art 
from everlasting, and Thy years shall have 
no end. Pardon our transgressions and 
neglects in the changing seasons which 
have brought us through another year of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; and tor His sake 
grant us strength for new endeavor and 
final triumph over sin. And we shall rest 
in Thee with grateful love and adoration 
evermore. Amen. — Closet and Altar. 


Time passeth away with its pleasure and pain, 
Its garlands of cy press and bay, 
With wealth and with want, witha balm anda 
bane, 
Time passeth away. 


Eternity cometh to stay, 
Eternity stayeth to go not again: 
Eternity barring the way, 


Arresting all courses of planet or main, 
Arresting who plan or who pray, 
Arresting creation — while, grand in its wane, 
Time passeth away. 
— Christina Rossetti. 





NANCY’S HAPPY TIME 
MARY A. SAWYER. 


¢¢7T has got to be done by somebody, 

that’s certain,’”’ said Nancy Peters. 
And,” grimly, ‘‘I expect I’ll be the 
somebody.’’ 

It was a dull winter’s evening, the last 
of the year, and few people were likely to 
be in the street, much less to be buying 
millinery, Miss Nancy thought, as she 
drew down the shade of her large show- 
window. She was tired. A fretted day 
lay behind her, and tomorrow would hold 
the same experiences, she felt. 

‘* Unless ’’ — she shook her head as she 
locked the door and lowered the gas. ‘If 
anybody comes, they can ring and knock 
and bang,’’ she said, ‘‘ but I’ll have my 
cup of tea in peace! ”’ 

She went into her work-room and put 
on the water for her tea. Then, leaning 
back in her rocking-chair, she reviewed 
the day. 

‘“‘The impudence I’ve put up with! 
Flesh and blood can’t stand it forever. I 
don’t care how they take it. Somebody 
has got to speak out in meeting, and I 
guess I’m the one. I shan’t sleep a wink 
tonight, they’ve riled me up so today! 
Telling me those tips weren’t real ostrich ! 
But just you wait until tomorrow. Just 
let Mrs. Grace and Mrs. Brown and Jane 
Patterson come into the shop tomorrow ! 
Land! I’ll make ’em wince. They’ll 
hear the truth about themselves for 
once!”’ 





It was still early in the forenoon of the 
next day when Mrs. Grace came into 
Nancy’s store. 

‘‘ Good-morning, Nancy Peters,’’ she 
said. 

‘* Good-morning,’’ replied Nancy, thank- 
ing fortune that she had just sent her 
apprentice upon an errand which would 
keep her out for some time. 

Mrs. Grace came up to the flower 
counter. ‘‘I dropped in to say that I 
will have the deep red roses instead of the 
blush, Red is very becoming to me, you 
know.”’ 

‘No, I don’t know it,’’ said Nancy. 

‘““Why, Nancy, all dark-eyed people can 
wear red !”’ 

‘‘They can when they’re young, and 
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they can when they’re good-looking. 
You’ve always been homely as a hedge- 
fence, and you’re sixty-five, if you’re a 
day ! ” 

Mrs. Grace stared. 
cheeks grew scarlet. 

Naney leaned over the counter and 
pointed her finger at her. ‘‘ You’re old, 
and you’re homely, and you’ve had the 
whole town laughing at you for the last 
ten years for the way you’ve been trying 
to rig yourself up to look young !’’ 

‘‘ Nancy Peters ! what ’’ -— 

‘‘You’ve been a sight! Land! How 
folks have laughed at your white dresses 
and your flowers pinned on to you! And 
you a church member, and caring more 
for the color of your clothes than for the 
color of your soul! And here you are at it 
again. You'll have red roses —‘ red is 
very becoming to me, you know!’ No, 
I don’t know it, and I couldn’t begin the 
new year by lying about it. It is New 
Year’s Day, and I shouldn’t expect to live 
it out if I told you anything but the truth. 
And the truth is that you look old and 


She gasped. Her 


homely! You are old, and you are 
homely, and red ’’ — 
“Stop !’’ cried Mrs, Grace. ‘I will 


not listen to another word. I’ll never en- 
ter your shop again, you deceitful, wick- 
ed woman! You’ve always told me [ 
looked young — always.” 

She put her handkerchief to her eyes. 
She sobbed as she hurried out of the 
store. She shut the door noisily. 

Nancy laughed. ‘“‘She has given me 
her impudence for twenty odd years. 
Now she knows what it’s like, I guess. I 
wish [ had said twice as much. Why didn’t 
I? It’s a New Year’s duty to tell people 
of their faults. I wish I had said a great 
deal more. I’ve failed in my clear duty. 
Land! I’m in luck ! There’s Mrs. Brown ! 
She’ll drop in to look at those feathers 
again. She’ll do her best to get ’em 
cheaper.”’ 

Within a few moments Mrs. Brown 
stood before her. 

‘‘T must have my new bonnet for Sun- 
day, Nancy,” she said, “‘ and if you can 
let me have those feathers considerably 
cheaper, I will take them. They are not 
real ostrich, but only you and I need 
know it.’ 

‘‘ T can let you have the feathers for two 
dollars less than I said yesterday.”’ 

‘‘Oh, you dear soul, what a lovely be- 
ginning of the New Year!”’ 

“Tsaid I can! I didn’t say I would. 
And I will not take off one cent for you. 
I’m dead sick of your mean ways, and I 
guess everybody else is.” 

‘‘ Nancy Peters! How dare’’ — 

‘‘ You’re the meanest woman in town! 
I know it, everybody knows>it. You’ve 
been beating down the butchers and the 
grocers'and the dry goods firms ever since 
I have known you, and you’ve got more 
than half your things from me for just 
what I had to pay for them. And you’re 
meaner than dirt in your housekeeping ! 
Everybody says that. Everybody says 
you just about starve your hired girl, and 
yet you are a church member, and the 
Bible tells you to treat your servants well. 
Land ! if you could only hear the things 
folks tell about your housekeeping ! 
Why, they say you boil your coffee 
grounds over and over and over, and you 
put tallew grease in your molasses cook- 
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ies, and land only knows what they don’t 
say! And you shan’t have those feathers 
one half-cent less than I told you.”’ 

‘* Feathers!’’ shrieked Mrs. Brown. 
‘* Those things feathers !’’ 

‘They are real ostrich, and you 
know it. It’s New Year’s Day, and 
you’d better not begin another year with 
lying.’’ 

Mrs. Brown made an effort to speak 
calmly. ‘‘I would take legal notice of 
your insulting language if I were not so 
far above you in the social scale,’’ she 
said. 

*** Social scale!’ My Jland! Why, 
everybody knows you ran barefoot, and 
dug clems and peddled ’em till you were 
grown up. And you talk about ‘ social 
scale !’”’ 

Mrs. Brown swept across the room. She 
turned at the door. 

‘You will have the goodness to send in 
your bill today,’’ she said. 

‘** You’)l begin the new year first-rate if 
you pay all the bills you owe,’’ replied 
Nancy ;#‘ and if I see my money inside of 
six months, I'll be luckier than I ever 
have been !’’ 

Nancy laughed when Mrs. Brown 
slammed the door. ‘‘ Impudence isn’t so 
easy to take as it is to give, isit?’’ she 
said. ‘‘ How do you feel just now, Mra. 
Brown? Mad, all over? Well, that’s 
the way you’ve made me feel hundreds of 
times !”’ 

Nancy busied herself for a short time in 
re-arranging one of her showcases. ‘I 
guess she’ll remember the tallow cookies 
for quite a spell,’’ she chuckled, ‘‘ Land! 
wasn’t she mad ! ”’ 

A smile was still upon her face when a 
customer entered. 

‘*Good morning, Miss Patterson,’ she 
said. ‘“‘ What can I do for you?”’ 

‘‘Ob, I am in such trouble! I really 
cannot decide whether to have a hat ora 
bonnet. You must tell me. Which shall 
it be?”’ 

‘* Well,” said Nancy, “it’s high time 
you dressed according to your age, so I’ll 
trim you a bonnet. You’re not a girl, 
and you can’t make yourself look like 
one. You’ve spent thirty years in trying 
to get a husband, and I’d give up dressing 
for every man I met if I were you. You’re 
too old for John Clark, and the new muin- 
ister is too shrewd to be caught, and you 
couldn’t get Parson Landor, and you 
couldn’t get Bob Green, and Dr. Field 
married Sarah Price while you were still 
courting him. You’ve been town’s talk 
forso many years that I’d give up hus- 
band-hunting and just settledown and be 
comfortable in good easy boots and dark 
clothes and neat bonnets, if I were you. 
You’ve kept the town on the broad grin 
while you’ve been courting this man and 
that man, and somebody ought to have 
told you that you’ll stand a better chance 
ten years from now when one or two of 
the old men will be left alone, most likely. 
So, as it is New Year’s Day, I’d havea 
bonnet, and mortify the flesh if I were 
you. I’m beginning it by telling you the 
truth, and I’d advise you to begin it by 
putting away your girlish clothes and your 
girlish airs. It’s too bad to make yourself 
a laughing-stock for everybody! Land! 
if folks haven’t laughed !”’ 

‘* Nancy Peters !’’ 

‘Oh, if you think you have the least 
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bit of a chance with the new minister, I 
won’t urge a bonnet! But, really, if you 
must have Mrs. tucked on to your name, 
I guess you’ll have to wait until some of 
the old women die. Still, if you’re set on 
looking like a girl, I’ll trim you a real styl- 
ish bat. I’m afraid it won’t do any good, 
though, with the minister !’’ 

Nancy laughed. “ Jane Patterson, you 
needn't rave down the street so fast! I’ve 
paid you back in your own coin, haven’t 
I? It has gone deep, hasn’t it? You 
know how it feels now, I guess !”’ 





The clock on the shelf struck the half- 
hour. Nancy looked at it. ‘“‘My land!’’ 
she exclaimed, rising hurriedly, ‘‘it was 
quarter past seven when I sat down in 
this chair, and I’ve been through all that 
in fifteen minutes! Well, I declare! I 
must say I’ve had a real happy time. 
Goodness me |, if that tea had been boiling! 
It’s lucky it’s only the water that is bub- 
bling so.’’ 

She poured it into her teapot, and turned 
down the flame of her gas stove. ‘‘My 
land!’’ she continued, “how mad folks 
would be if other folks told ’em the truth 
about themselves! I told them what J 
thought, didn’t I?”’ 

‘‘Well,’”’ stretching her arms above her 
head, ‘‘ I suppose it was because they had 
been so hateful to meall day. But how 
I'd feel if I had said such things to them! 
It’s New Year’s Day tomorrow, and I’ve 
been thinking all the month how I would 
try to do my very best for all my custom- 
ers, no matter how trying they might be. 
Well, I’m sure I’m glad I didn’t speak 
out that way. It would bea bad begin- 
ing of th: year, and [ want it tobe a 
good year all through.’’ 

She poured herself a cup of tea presently. 
Her mind still dwelt upon her recent ex- 
periences. 

‘*What if I had?” she thought. ‘‘ What 
if[ had? But 1 didn’t, and — why, land 
sakes, I do believe it was u sort of a warn- 
ing tome! I wouldn’t wonder a bit if I 
was cranky myself today. They were all 
rushing me, and I dare say I provoked 
Jane Patterson. Well, it would be a bad, 
bad year if we said the things we some- 
times think avout folks, and I hope I’ll 
heed my warning. I’ll hunt up that verse 
about bridling the tongue the very first 
thing tomorrow. Tomorrow — the begin- 
ning of another year! New Year’s Day! 
Well,” with a sigh, ‘‘I did have a real 
happy time, even if I don’t want it to 
happen.’’ 

Boston, Mass. 





The Departing Year 


E stand amid the shadows of another 
\ departing year. Whatever it may 
have brought to us, whether of good or ill, 
its record is nearly closed and its mission 
fulfilled. That record of its doings and 
misdoings, of what we have said and 
thought and done, and of what we have lett 
undone, may be forgotten by us, but they 
are all sealed up in the book of God’s 
remembrance, to confront us once more in 
that day when Time itself shall have come 
to an end and we shall stand in the Great 
Judgment. And so all things wax and 
wane and come to their inevitable end. It 
seems but the other day that we welcomed 
the incoming of the year with demonstra- 
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tions of joy and good wishes, and now it is 
trembling in its last hours and will soon be 
gone. . 

Is it not a good time for us to pause in the 
mad whirl and bustle of life and to give 
ourselves to serious thought? Is there 
nothing that is enduring, substantial and 
unending? What is this voice that comes 
to us in the solemn pause and silence? — 
‘*T am the first and the last!” There is 
something, then, beyond all these changes 
and these last things, something that shall 
yet remain as the last. The years come and 
the years go, and all earthly things, how- 
ever glad or sorrowful, also come to their 
end; but beyond them all is one last thing, 
our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Has He not said, ‘Lo! Iam with you al- 
way?” Can any thought be more full of 
comfort as we extend the parting hand to 
the old year? Dear old year, you are not 
the last. There is more and better to come. 
He is the last! 

«“ Thou dearest Friend, that stayest 
When all the guests are gone.”’ 


Shall we not prize and love more than 
ever this everlasting Friend who liveth and 
abideth forever? Shall not all the years 
that He may allot to us be consecrated to 
His service? It may be with a smiling 
tace, or it may be with eyes filled with 
tears, that we say our farewells to the de- 
parting year, but let us at the same time 
turn to Him with deep joy and true satis- 
faction, and as our faith reaches out un- 
wavering toward Him exclaim: “ Thou art 
the first and the last. Thou remainest!”’ 
However much may have gone, that which 
remains is more. The chaff has been win- 
nowed away that the wheat may be more 
pure. 

The patient year has lived through the 
reproaches and misuses of its tenants, and 
faithtully performed its work. Spring, 
summer, autumn, winter, it has labored 
through the destined round, and now is 
about to lay down its weary head to die. 
Shut out from hope or active happiness 
itself, but messenger of many joys to others, 
it silently appeals to us to remember its 
toils and the good it brought us, and suffer 
it to die in peace. 

‘* One step more, and the race is ended ; 

One word more, and the lesson’s done ; 
One toil more, and a long rest follows 
At set of sun.” 


— Christian Work. 





THE VANISHING YEAR 


GEORGE BANCROFT GRIFFITH. 


The last milestone of the fleeting year ! 
Where are you in the race? 

The New Year’s open path is near — 
And still we move apace. 

On, on, with a smile or sigh, 
On, on, with a song or tear, 

While the days, the vanishing days, go by, 
And the end of all is near. 


And what, O friend, of the hour, 
With its lesson to thy soul? 

Do you gain new faith and greater power 
While the moments onward roll ? 

And look to the future now, 
Yea, go to meet it, too, 

With the stamp of courage on thy brow, 
And a heart both pure and true. 


Do you turn with a thoughtful mind 
And the ended months review — 

Warm gratitude in your bosom find, 
And memories sweet as dew? 

On, on, with a smile or sigh, 
On, on, with a song or tear, 

While the days, the vanishing days, go by, 
And the night of death draws near. 


East Lempster, N. H. 
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THE WRENN CALENDAR 


ae NY message, mother? I’m writing 
to Mary Burbank.” 

** Nothing special. Tell her that I wish I 
could see them all.”’ 

A soft sigh fell close upon the words. 
Agnes McElroy glanced toward her mother 
with a tender, solicitous look. 

The elder woman had dropped her bit of 
crochet work, and sat gazing with unseeing 
eyes at the tall building across the street. 

The girl, turning back to her letter, drew 
a deep, noiseless breath; she half wished 
she had not sent her mother’s thoughts up 
to the little town of Wrenn. 

“You ask how mother is,’’ she wrote. 
*“*She would tell you she was perfectly well, 
yet every day I can see that she droops 
more and more. I think itis not so much 
father’s death, though of course that is a 
never-ending griet; but she is homesick for 
you all, and tor Wrenn. The days when we 
hear trom you are her red-letter days. 
When I come home at night I can always 
tell if she has had a Wrenn letter; there is 
no need of her speaking, her tace is so 
radiant. I wish it hadn’t been necessary 
for us tocome so far away from you all. 
She is alonea great deal, and that is bad 
for her. The only message she sends is, 
‘Tell her I wish I could see them all.’ But 
forgive me for being so doleful. Holidays 
make me blue. [ wish you would write as 
otten as youcan. Mother looks ten years 
younger when she is reading one of your 
dear, long letters.”’ 

Mrs. McElroy did not take up her crochet- 
ing again. She let her hands lie idle, while 
her thoughts lingered in Wrenn, beautiful 
Wrenn, where for twenty-two happy years 
she and her husband had ministered to the 
people who were so dear to her. She did 
not dwell on that awful hour in which 
everything had been changed, when the 
pastor’s work had been so suddenly fin- 
ished, and she and her only child had been 
left to walk alone; but her thoughts flew 
onward tothe time when Agnes had been 
offered and had accepted the position in 
New York. She had striven against the 
desolate homesickness that had overmas- 
tered her in the great city, but conquer it 
she could not, and ske was teeling now too 
weary for the fight. ° 

Atter the Thanksgiving-Day letter which 
Agnes McElroy wrote to Mary Burbank, 
word from Wrenn came oftener than before, 
bright, cheerful letters that brought smiles 
to the little widow of Wrenn’s beloved pas- 
tor. Agnes grew hopeful in consequence. 
Christmas found mother and daughter still 
in the little city flat; but Mrs. McElroy 
was silently conscious of disappointment 
that only two Christmas gifts reached them 
trom their old parish. Agnes, too, noted 
the omission, and for her mother’s sake 
grieved over it. 

“Poor mother!” she thought. “I had 
hoped that the day might bring her much 
joy, and instead it has proved an added 
sorrow. Can they have torgotten us so 
soon?” 

The days passed, and the old year was 
going out in a raging snowstorm. Agnes 
went home on the last night ot December, 
anxiety and sadness in her heart. Her 
mother had seemed paler and more listless 
that morning, and the girl felt a wordless 
toreboding as she neared home. She shook 
the snow from her clothing and went slowly 
up the stairs. 

She opened the living-room door. The 
room was dark except tor the long path of 
light which came trom the kitchen beyond. 
This was unusual, and she stepped quickly 
torward, struck by a sudden terror. At the 
same moment she saw her mother’s slender 
form silhouetted against the light. Her 
fear dropped from her on the instant, but 
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she was wholly unpre)ared for the joyous 
tones she heard. 

“O Agnes, something’s come trom Wrenn 
—directed to both of us, and — there, | 
didn’t mean to tell you! I wouldn’t light 
up, 80 you shouidn’t see it till I could be 
here, too, and now I’ve gone and told!” 

The girl had not heard her mother’s voice 
sound so tull of happiness since they had 
come to New York. She laughed with sym- 
pathy and delight. 

“Why, mother,” she said, “ you haven’t 
told much! What is it? Where are the 
matches ? ”’ 

“T have one, child. I hid them for fear 
you’d get hold of them before I could come. 
What do you suppose it is, dear? ” 

“ How can I tell— why, what can it be — 
so big?” 

“And the funniest thing is,” went on 
Mrs. McElroy, dropping into a chair beside 
the huge package, “‘ that the letter I got this 
afternoon trom Mrs. Burbank charged me 
on no account to open until tomorrow any- 
thing that might come from Wrenn. It 
seems as though I couldn’t wait! The ex- 
pressman brougbt it a few minutes ago. 
We might take ort this burlap, don’t you 
think?” 

Agnes was using her fingers to discover 
what the article could be. 

“It teels like a basket; oh, I have it! 
Yes, it is just the shape!” 

“What?” 

“A hamper! ” 

** But, Agnes, what can be in it? ”’ 

The girl shook her head. “ Let’s take off 
the wrappings!” 

Mrs. McElroy was waiting only for this, 
and with fingers that trembled witb eager- 
ness she cut the stitches which held the 
burlaps together. 

A large hamper was disclosed, in which 
ribbons were cunningly interwoven. 

**Isn’t it beautiful? ” exclaimed the elder 
woman, standing off to admire it, while Ag- 
nes still wrestled with the burlaps. ‘* Those 
ribbons down in tront look like letters! 
Move aside, child! They are! Why, Ag- 
ner, it’s ‘WRENN!’ And what is this? 
C-A-L E-N-D-A-R —‘* CALENDAR.’ Oh, 
what does it mean? And there isthe year!” 
a3 Agnes pulled down the cover. “Oh, 
must we wait till morning? ” 

** Of course we must!”’ was the unflincb- 
ing answer, and Mrs. McElroy was led out 
to dinner, where she talked and laughed in 
a way that made Agnes feel as if a hundred- 
pound weight had been lifted from her 
heart. 

As the clock struck six New Year’s morn- 
ing, Agnes glanced over at her mother. 
She was sleeping quietly, and the girl rose 
and began to dress. Meanwhile, she could 
not resist taking a, peep into the living- 
room. 

There it stood, ‘‘ THE WRENN CAL- 
ENDAR,” as wonderful and mysterious as 
it had been the night before. A soft noise 
caused her to look round, and she saw her 
mother, who had also come for a hasty 
glance at the treasure. They had a laugh 
over their curiosity, and then hastened back 
to their bedroom to finish dressing. 

Mrs. McElroy was eager to open the 
hamper before breakfast, and Agnes made 
no remonstrance. The cover being lifted, a 
large square of pink tissue-paper was dis- 
closed, with a card bearing the inscription, 
‘“*Tuesday, January 1, 1895.” Under that 
were a note and two packages, one large 
and flat and thin, the other small. 

Agnes seized the note, while her mother 
untied the parcels. 

“It is from Mrs. Haines,” said Agnes, 
“and the picture is for you and the book 
for me, such a lovely little note! ”’ 

* And, O Agnes, do see!” broke in the 
mother, her eyes alight with joy through 
their tears. ‘‘Our old home! Isn’t it beau- 
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tiful? ’ and she held up the picture, a fine 
pen-and-ink sketch of the Wrenn parson- 
age. 

Oh removing the packages from the ham- 
per Mrs. McElroy tound a second card bear- 
ing the date, ‘*‘ Wednesday, January 2, 1895.” 

“Do you suppose, Agnes—” but Mrs, 
McElroy did not complete the sentence. 
She changed it to, ‘‘ How long do you think 
it will last?’ with a wistful look toward 
the bottom of the hamper. 

‘““A calendar generally lasts a year!” 
laughed the girl, and with that they went 
to break fast. 

The calendar did last a year, each day 
bringing to light new gifts for mother and 
daughter. Every member of the beloved 
parish was represented, from dear Grand- 
ma Hoadley, who sent a half-dozen care- 
tully stitched holders, to little Bessie Booth, 
who printed a note to accompany the book- 
marks fashioned by her own small fingers, 
Did ever calendar bring such delight as the 
Wrenn Calendar? The mother’s days were 
no longer lonely while Agnes was away. 
With today’s and yesterday’s gitts to linger 
«ver and admire, and tomorrow’s presents 
waiting under that mysterious tissue paper, 
how could the hours be aught but happy ? 
The Wrenn Calendar was the inspiration of 
love, and, as with love itself, the joy that it 
held can never be told. — Emma C. Down, 
in Youth’s Companion, 





WHITE TO THE SICKLE 


The year is white to the sickle of Time; 
And Nature lies asleep, 
With a coverlid of ermine soft 
Across the meadow’s sweep, 
bile snowdrops glistened and violets 
ue 
Peeped between April showers, and knew 
‘The first cool touch ot May night’s dew. 


‘The orchard branches are heavy with rime, 
Where pink bloom crowded sweet; 
And the rose tree by the garden gate 
Drops snow wreaths at our feet, 
For the warm red fragrance ot yesterday. 
Harvest is over. The birds are away ; 
And through snow-whirls the sky is gray. 


Hush! the Old Year’s dirge. Hark! the 
New Year’s chime. 
Our memories, the flowers, we strew 
For the dear Old Year. The Spirit of Truth 
Blooms a lily, so pure, tor the New. 
Hope ever blooms, so still we strew 
Asphodel, pansies, roses and rue. 
Farewell, Old Year! All hail to the New! 


— Mrs. Jesste W. Brooks, in New York 
Observer. 





BOYS AND GIRLS 


WHERE WAS BENNIE’S STOCK- 
ING ? 


T would have been hard enough to 
lose that particular stocking at any 
time. Grandma Kent had knit a warm 
pair for each of the children, and sent 
them all the way from New Hampshire. 
Bennie hung his on Christmas Eve, be- 
cause it was so long and wide. Grandma 
always allowed plenty of room for little 
legs and feet to grow. And now to lose 
grandma’s stocking on Christmas morn- 
ing, filled as it must have been from top 
to toe, was too dreadful! Bennie curled 
his little bare toes under the hem of his 
night-gown, too much astonished even to 
cry. Tom, Beth, and Baby Louise stared 
in sorrowful dismay. Could Santa Claus 
have forgotten? No; forthere was Tom’s 
stocking, stuffed almost to bursting, and 
surmounted by a queer, knobby bundle 
that might be a pair of skates or almost 
anything delightful. 
Then a dear little doll, with flying gold- 
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en curls and the bluest of eyes, was 
stretching both dimpled hands to Beth, 
as if saying, ‘‘Do take me out, please! ”’ 
As fur Baby Louise’s tiny sock, it fairly 
bulged with treasures, and overflowed in 
a fascinating heap upon the floor. Could 
Santa Claus lave done it on purpose ? 

Bennie’s rosy cheeks actually grew pale 
at the thought. But no! Mamma hur- 
ried in, and cuddled her little boy in her 
comforting arms. She herself had seen 
that very stocking, ‘‘brimming full,’ 
dangling beside the others, at precisely 
ten o’clock the night before. Bennie 
drew a long sigh of relief. It was some 
comfort to know that good old Santa, at 
least, was not responsible. But where 
was the stocking? Papa heard the com- 
motion, and ran downstairs, collarless 
and coatless. 

Bridget bustled in from the kitchen, 
closely followed by Rover, the big New- 
foundland dog, who spent the cold win- 
ter nights on a mat beside the range. 
Everybody peered into the most improba- 
ble places — up the chimney, on the man- 
tel, and under the rugs. All exclaimed 
and wondered and guessed except old 
Rover. He simply wagged his tail, 
looked very wise, winked and blinked, 
und said nothing. Finally, mamma 
went into the bedroom, and brought out 
the mate to the missing stocking. ‘‘ Run 
back to bed for a few minutes, laddie!’’ 
she said with such a merry face that Ben- 
nie was comforted at once, scampered up- 
stairs, and turned a somersault into his 
own little white cot. 

Papa wrapped a shining quarter in soft 
papers, and stuffed down into the toe. 
Warm-hearted Bridget flew to her box of 
treasures, and produced a pink sugar horse, 
‘* ’T was for Patsy, me sister’s boy ; but the 
darlint shall have it, shure!’’ she panted 
breathlessly. Tom and Beth drew pack- 
age after package from the depths of their 
own plump Stockings, and quickly divid- 
ed candy, nuts, and raisins. Tom ran his 
fingers wistfully over the three blades of a 
wonderful new jack-knife, then manfully 
dropped it into the little stocking, so pa- 
thetically empty. ‘ Bennie don’t care for 
girls’ things, but he’ll be sure tolike this,’’ 
mused Beth, crowding in a Noah’s Ark ao 
vigorously that poor Mrs, Noah bounced 
out in affright, sure that the ark had run 
aground. 

Bennie was soon seated in the midst, 
the merriest of the group, and proceeded 
at once to cut his fingers with the biggest 
blade of the new jack-knife. 

All day long they searched in vain. 

The Christmas holidays came and went, 
but still the mystery was unsolved. Papa 
declared it was a perpetual variation of 
the old game of ‘“ Button, button!’’ All 
he heard on entering the house was, 
‘- Stocking, stocking, who’s got that stock- 
ing ?”’ 

At last Beth voiced the sentiment of the 
whole family when she exclaimed, with 
a shake of her short brown curls: ‘‘ I’m all 
tired out thinking ; and I’m going to give 
it up — so there!”’ 

The winter drifted swiftly away, with 
school-days and play-days, merry snow 
battles, jolly sleigh-rides, coasting, and 
skating. Then the sunny spring weather 
brought back the birds and flowers. 
Mamma and _ Bridget set about the 
annual house-cleaning, and made _ the 
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pleasant old home spotless and shining. 

‘Shoo, shoo! Run, chicks! Bridget 
and I want this house all to ourselves,’ 
laughed mamma, one bright May morn- 
ing, shaking her broom playfully at the 
four little Kents. 

‘*We want to help. Do let us, We'll 
be ever so good,’’ pleaded the children. 

“Dear me! What energetic people! 
Of course you shall help. Suppose you 
clear out Rover’s kennel! He likes a nice 
clean house as well as anybody. Tom may 
get the wheelbarrow, and you can all haul 
out the old straw, and take it to the barn- 
yard. Then get some fresh from the hay- 
stack, and make a good, soft bed for the 
dear old fellow.’’ 

“We will! We will!” And away 
scampered the four. Mamma lingered in 
the doorway to watch the happy group 
dancing about the kennel. Baby Louise 
started to crawl on all-fours through the 
narrow door, and drew back, half afraid. 

Bennie; however, squirmed valiantly 
through, his sturdy legs kicking vigorous- 
ly outside. Then there was a smothered 
shout inside the kennel, which was wild- 
ly caught up and echoed by the other 
three. Mamma ehaded her eyes with 
both hands, and gazed in utter amaze- 
ment as the children all raced toward 
her, led by Bennie, triumphantly bearing 
aloft a queer something! It was — yes, it 
certainly was — that long-lost Christmas 
stocking! Just as good as ever, too, save 
for one tiny hole in the toe, where an in- 
quisitive little mouse had nibbled. Ben- 
nie sat down on the floor at once to ex- 
plore its depths, while the excited chil- 
dren hovered about him with a curious 
sense of unreality. Whoever unpacked a 
Christmas stocking in May before? “ Hur- 
rah! ‘ Nature’s Own Stories ’ — that’! just 
suit you, Tom! Here, Beth — a set of jack- 
straws (you’re so fond of games)! Anda 
bouncing rubber ball— Where are you, 
Baby Louise? Catch it, little Brown- 
eyes!’’ And Bennie paused for breath, 
and was soon absorbed in a fascinating 
bird-puzzle. The candy, alas! was melted 
into a sticky mass that could only be 
thrown away. Then the children ran to 
the orchard to celebrate Christmas again 
under the blossoming apple-trees. Now 
new questions puzzled the Kent family. 
What in the world did dear old Rover 
want of a Christmas stocking? How did 
he happen to choose Bennie’s in prefer- 
ence to either of the others? Where could 


B peesthly have been hidden until the out- 
side door was unlocked and opened? And 
how did he manage to smuggle it into his 
kennel, Sonenent by any one? 

Nobody could answer these questions, 
of course, except old Rover himself; and, 
when he was interviewed on the subject, 
he 3! wagged his tail, looked very 
wise, winked and blinked, and said noth- 
ing. — MARION E. PICKERING, in Chris- 


tian Register. 
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SuNDAY, JANUARY 6, 1901. 
MATTHEW 26: 6-16. 


REV. W. 0. HOLWAY, D. D., U. S. N. 
JESUS ANOINTED AT BETHANY 


1 Preliminary 


1. GOLDEN TEXT: She hath done what she 
could. — Mark 14:8. 


2. DATE: A. D. 30, April 1, probably. 

8. PLACE: Bethany. 

4. PARALLEL NARRATIVES: Mark l4: 
3-11; John 12: 1-8. 


4. HOME READINGS: Monday — Matt. 26: 
6-16. Tuesday — Luke 7: 36-47. Wednesday — 
Luke 10+ 38-42. Thursday — Deut. 15:7-ll. Fri- 
day —1 John 4:9-19. Saturday — Phil. 3: 1-12. 
Sunday — John 12: 1-11. 


il Introductory 


It was in the evening of the Sabbath 
(our Saturday) — the ‘‘ Great Sabbath,’’ 
as the Jews called it, the Sabbath before 
the Passover. Jesus had spent the day in 
quiet at Bethany. There, after sunset, a 
feast was spread for Him and His disciples 
in the house of one ‘‘ Simon the leper,’’ ap- 
parently the home of Martha and Mary, 
since both were present, and Martha 
‘‘ served.’’ Their brother Lazarus was 
also there. This unknown Simon had, 
doubtless, been cured by our Lord, who, 
on this occasion, probably reclined be- 
tween one whom He had saved from the 
most loathsome and degrading of diseases 
and another whom He had rescued from 
the embrace of death. Besides the invited 
guests there were many spectators — Jews 
from the neighboring capital — who made 
use of the Oriental open-door freedom to 
enter the chamber and gratify their curios- 
ity, to look with their own eyes on a man 
who had been dead four days and was 
now living, and at the great Prophet who 
had summoned him from the tomb. 

This Bethany feast was a fragrant one — 
made perpetually so by an act of pure, 
whole-souled love. Mary, following the 


Nothing 
Tastes Good 


And eating is simply perfunctory—done 
because it must be. 

This is the common complaint of the 
dyspeptic. 

If eating sparingly, leaving much of the 
light meal provided, would cure dyspepsia, 
few would suffer from it long. 

The only way to cure dyspepsia, which is 
difficult digestion, is by giving vigor and 
tone to the stomach and the whole diges- 
tive system. It is therefore cured posi- 
tively and absolutely by Hood’s Sarsapa- 
rilla. 

The testimonial of Frank Fay, 106 N. 
Street, South Boston, Mass., voluntarily 
given like thousands of others, should lead 
to a trial of this peculiar medicine. “ My 
niece,” he writes, “was a great sufferer 
from dyspepsia for six years. She tried 
many medicines in vain. She had no appe- 
tite and was troubled with sour stomach 
and headaches. After taking two bottles 
of Hood’s Sarsaparilla she was well.” 


Hood’s Sarsaparilila 


prom‘ses to cure and keeps the promise. 
Acce; t no substitute for it. 
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impulse of gratitude for her restored 
brother, and of devotion to his Deliverer 
and her own adorable Lord, perhaps, too, 
with an intuition of His approaching fate, 
had provided an alabastron of Indian 
spikenard, royally rare and costly — ‘‘ the 
costliest anointing oil of antiquity,’’ says 
Geikie — and when the fitting moment 
came, and her feelings could be restrained 
no longer, she approached the couch on 
which Jesus reclined, and, quickly break- 


ing the seal of the cruse, poured the pre-_ 


cious ointment without stint upon His 
head and feet, and then, forgetful of the 
company present, in the ecstasy of the 
moment she toweled the sacred feet with 
her long hair, while the exquisite perfume 
pervaded the room and filled the whole air 
with fragrance. 

An act so unexpected and so prodigal 
would, of course, be criticised. Indignant 
murmurs came from the apostles, and the 
accents of the treasurer Judas were espe- 
cially sharp in condemnation. A pound 
of spikenard ! More than three hundred 
pence in value wasted in a moment ! Was 
there ever an act so outrageously extrav- 
agant? Think how many poor that large 
sum would feed and clothe! But a voice 
was heard which hushed the murmurs, 
and vindicated Mary, who in the great- 
ness of her love had not stopped to calcu- 
late either the value of the gift or the 
stormy criticisms which it would excite : 
‘* Let her alone! Why trouble ye the 
woman? She hath wrought a good work 
on Me. The poor are always with you ; 
but Me ye have not always. She hath 
done what she could. She hath anointed 
My body aforehand for my burying. Her 
act shall be knowr as a memorial of her 
wherever this Gospel shall be preached 
throughout the whole world.”’ 

The Master’s rebuke stung Judas to the 
quick. He quietly withdrew from the 
feast and sought the council of the rulers. 
They gladly compounded with him for 
money —a paltry sum—to play the 
traitor, and he returned to the apostolic 
band with his mind intent on one purpose, 
how he could most conveniently betray 
his Lord. 


lll Expository 


6,7. Now when Jesus was in Bethany 
-— on the Saturday evening before the Pass- 
over. In the house of Simon the leper — 
not the ‘* Simon” ot Luke 7; 36. Of the 
“Simon ” of our lesson nothing is known. 
His leprosy had probably been cured by 
our Lord. According to one tradition, 
Simon was the father of Lazarus and the 
sisters ; according to another, the husband 
ot Martha. It has been conjectured, also, 
that Simon was the owner of the house and 
Lazarus was his tenant. Came unto him 
a woman,.— John mentions her name — 
Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus. 
She is not to be confounded with the name- 
less woman who anointed our Lord earlier 
in His ministry (Luke 7). Having an ala- 
baster box (R. V., ‘‘ cruse’’)—a vase or 
flask made oft alabaster. Of very precious 
(R. V., “‘ of exceeding precious ’’) ointment, 
— Mark tells us it was “ spikenard.” This 
liquid *“‘nard” is supposed to have been 
distilled trom the fragrant gum of a rare 
tree which grows in India, near the sources 
of the Ganges. Judas reckoned the amount 
used (a pound) at from $45 to $50 — a large 
sum for those days, equal, almost, to the 
wages of a laborer for a whole year. 
Poured it on (R. V., “ upon ”’) his head — 
also His feet (John 12:3), the couch on 
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which He reclined affording a convenient 
opportunity. 

Anointing with oil was a primitive custom in 
the consecration of priests ; occasionally, also, 
of prophets. The anointing of the head was also 
a distinction which was conferred upon the 
guest of honor (Luke 7: 46), not only among the 
Jews, but generally among the ancients. In 
connection with the anointing of the head, was 
the washing of the feet with water. Thus it was 
an elevation of the custom to the highest point 
of honor when the head and the feet were alike 
anointed with oil. 


8, 9. But when his (R. V., “‘ the ”’) dis- 
ciples saw it. — Judas probably was the 
first to protest and was conspicuous for his 
angry censure (John 12: 4); others of the 
disciples took it up, and the unfavorable 
comments were multiplied. To what pur- 
pose is this waste ?— All such sacrifices, 
in the eyes ot the world, in the eyes too of 
frigid disciples, areaccounted as acts of cul- 
pablesquandering ; simply because the self- 
torgetful love, which is the impelling mo- 
tive and gives it all its value, is overlooked, 
or not properly estimated. Might have 
been sold for much — “ more than three 
hundred pence’? (Mark). Given to the 
poor — a shallow pretense on Judas’ part, 
who coveted the money it would bring 
(John 12:6). Mark adds: “ They mur- 
mured against her ;’’ snarled at her waste- 
ful sentimentality. 

The murmuring was without cause. It was 
the property of Mary. She had a right to dis- 
pose of it as she pleased, answerable not tothem, 
but to God. They had no right over it, and no 
cause of complaint if it pad been wasted. So 
Christians now are at liberty to dispose of their 
property as they please, either in distributing 
the Bible, in supporting the Gospel, in sending 
it to heathen nations, or in aiding the poor. The 
world, like Judas, esteems it to be wasted. Like 
Judas, they are indignant. They say it might 
be disposed of ina better way. Yet like Judas, 


they are interfering in that which concerns 
them not. 


10. Why trouble ye the woman?— A 
sharp rebuke, which hushed the censorious 
voices. Mark prefaces these words with, 
** Let her alone!’? Doubtless the sensitive 
woman showed how distressed she was. 
“It was fortunate for her that she hada 
more righteous Judge than murmuring 
Judas” (Burkitt). She hath wrought a 
good work upon me —da peculiarly deli- 
cate, appropriate work, the fitness and pro- 
priety of which the disciples lacked the fine 
sense to understand. 


ll. Ye have the poor always with you 
— The contrast is with the last clause: ‘* Me 
ye have not always.’’ Whereas the care of 
the poor would be a daily concern and duty 
till the end of time, the opportunity of 
“wasting ’”’ money on Him narrowed to but 
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atew hours. Further, the love that lavished 
its gifts upon Christ would be the only love 
that would truly provide for the poor. 

To relieve the wants of many is intrinsically 
better than to anoint the head or feet of one. 
But if that one is the incarnate Son of God, 
about to suffer for the sins of men ; if the same 
opportunity of testifying love to Him will never 
pe repeated ; and if that love can be testified by 
unetion, or by any other costly outward appli- 
cation, it would be right to make it, even if the 
poor must lose or suffer so much for it (J. A. 
Alexander). —— Try to measure the amount of 
bread which would have been provided by the 
300 pence with the fragrance that was exhaled 
from this woman's deed into millions, of weary 
hearts among the poorest of the poor (Ker). 


12,13. She did it for my burial (R. V., 
‘‘to prepare me for burial ’’). — Her love is 
prescient. In following the instinct of love 
she has done the right thing at the right 
time. Our Lord’s body was not anointed 
after death. Whenthe women went to per- 
form this act, He had risen. His anointing 
was done now anticipatively. Mary prob- 
ably had some presentiment of the impend- 
ing crisis. Wheresoever this gospel shall 
be preached — this Gospel of a Saviour 
dying tor sinners that they might be saved. 
Our Lord felt sure that the good tidings 
would be heard in every corner of the 
world. Be told (R. V., “‘ be spoken of ”’) 
for a memorial of her. — Mary had not 
expected this — that her name should be 
forever linked with the glad tidings. But 
what she did without calculation was esti- 
mated as being of such incalculable worth 
that it must never cease to preach to men. 


14-16. Judas Iscariot. — He was a good 
deal ruffed by our Lord’s rebuke. His 
hypocritical concern for the poor had been 
lightly set aside. Jesus had actually ac- 
cepted and commended this extraordinary 
waste; and He had put an unexpected and 
alarming interpretation upon it — * for My 
burying!” Then those predictions were 
true. Death was really near. And all his 
secret, selfish hopes ot elevation and office 
under a royal Messiah were baseless. The 
game was up, and he was as poor as when 
he started. Whata fool he had been! But 
perhaps there was something yet to be 
made. If Jesus was really to be slain, why 
couldn’t he, by secretly assisting the San- 
hedrin, obtain a reward? Went — prob- 
ably that very night. What will ye give 
me ?—R. V., “ What are ye willing to 
giveme?” They covenanted with him 
—R. V., “ they weighed unto him.” Thirty 
pieces of silver — apparently treasury sil- 
ver. See Zech. 11:12. Sought opportu- 
nity—watched his chance. To betray him 
— R. V., “ to deliver him unto them.” 

These pieces were shekels of the sanctuary, of 
Standard weight, and therefore heavier than the 
ordinary shekel. Reckoning the Jerusalem 
shekel at seventy-two cents, the sum would be 
twenty-one dollars and sixty cents. This was the 
price which, by the Mosaic lew, a man was con- 
demned to pay if his ox should gore a servant 
(Exod. 21 : 32). Our Lord, the sacrifice for men, 
was paid for out of the temple money, destined 
for the purchase of sacrifices. He who “ took 
on him the form of a servant” was sold at the 
legal price of a slave (M. R. Vincent). 


IV Illustrative 


1, 
“Oh, there be million hearts accurst 

Where no sweet love-bursts shine ; 

And there be millions hearts athirst 
For love’s immortal wine. 

This world is full of beauty 
Like other worlds above 

And did we do our duty 
It might be full of love.’’ 

2. He was so delighted with the chival- 
rous deed of love that He, so to speak, can- 
onized Mary on the spot, as a king might 
conter knighthood on the battle-field on a 
soldier who had pertormed some noble teat 
oi arms. “ Behold,” He said in effect, “ here 
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is what I understand by Christianity : an 


unselfish and uncalculating devotion to Me 
as the Saviour of sinners, and as the Sov- 
ereign of the kingdom of truth and right- 
eousness. Theretore, wherever the Gospel 
is preached, let this that this woman hath 
done be spoken of, not merely as a memo- 
rial ot her, but to intimate what I expect ot 
all who believe in Me ” (Bruce). 





THE LEGACY OF THE DYING 
CENTURY 


REV. H. W. BROWN. 


Iam dying. The royal blood which for 

A hundred years hath coursed my purple 
veins, 

And vigor given, until great deeds have 


Been achieved, is pulsing slowly. My 
steps, 

Once firm and steady,and which so well 
my 

Course have run, are faltering. The dews 
ot 


Death e’en now I feel upon my forehead. 


But e’er I pass from these familiar scenes, 

And go the way my predecessors trod, 

I fain would make my dying testament 

To the next jn royal line, whose eyes, with 

Wond’ring gaze, shall soon behold the 
gathered 

Treasures of sixty rounded centuries. 


I shall but simply greet thee, tavored child, 

And speak a fond farewell. Would that I 
might 

Know thee better; might tarry with thee 
still ; 

Might watch the rare unfolding of thy 
youth, 

And see thee in thy sturdy manhood’s 
years. 

But this can never be. Yet I can trust 

Thee ; for I know that in thy veins my 
blood 

Doth course, and true and noble thou wilt 
be. 


To thee, most glorious coming century, 

As my successor and most rightful heir 

To the fair heritage I now bequeath — 

To thee, and thine to hold, and thine to be, 

Thou royal son, for whom the world doth 
wait — 

I give and bequeath all that made me great. 

I give thee men who, living once, have 
lived 

Forever : men who in war have wrested 

Freedom from the tyrant’s hand, have 
smote the 

Shackles trom the teet of slaves, and bared 
their 

Breasts in defence of the oppressed; men 
who 
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Blazed the way thro’ forests wild, and o’er 
the 

Trackless seas have pathways made, and 
tow’ring 

Mountains scaled, and rushing rivers 
spanned ; 

Men who have stood high in church and 
state, and 

In the marts of trade; men who have dared 
to 

Stand for truth ; and tell the world of God 
and 


His commands ; men who were tall, and 
broad, and 

Grand ; men who loved their God, their 
homes, their land. 

All these, with all they’ve wrought for God 
and man, 

I now bequeath to thee. Take them, and let 

Them be thy guide, on through the years, 
’till Time 

Shall be no more, and centuries and men 

Shall be transformed into eternities. 


Fall River, Mass. 





Neal Dow and His Son 


OLONEL FRED N. DOW tells the fol. 

lowing story to illustrate how the son 

ot a father devoted to a great principle is 
likely to follow in his father’s steps. 

Colonel Dow once visited friends at Que- 
bec, and, while seeing the sights of the city 
and its surroundings, he took a public car- 
riage to visit the Falls of Montinorency. At 
a half-way house on the road the driver 
pulled up his horse and remarked, ‘‘ The 
carriage always stops here.”’ 

“For what*purpose?”’ asked the colonel. 

“For the passengers to treat,’”’ was the 
reply. 

“But none of us drink, and we don’t in- 
tend to treat.” 

The driver had dismounted, and was 
waiting by the roadside. Drawing himself 
up to his full height, he said impressively: 
“T have driven this carriage now more than 
thirty years, and this happened but once 
before. Some time agolI had tora fare a 
crank from Portland, Me., by the name of 
Neal Dow, who said he wouldn’t drink; 
and, what was more to the point, he said he 
wouldn’t pay for anybody else to drink.” 

The son found himself occupying the 
same ground as that on which his tather 
had stood. 





— Thedivine wisdom has given us prayer 
not as a means whereby to obtain the good 


things of earth, but as a means whereby we 
learn to do without them; not as a means 
whereby we escape evil, but as a means 
whereby we become strong to meet it, — 
Robertson. 
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For the light refreshments tendered the cas- 
ual caller, or the more elaborate preparations 
for the ‘social 
delicacy more suitable and pleasing than 


Served with fruit, ice cream, tea, 


. PY enjoyable—a delightful dessert in them- 
selves. Ramona has rich chocolate 
cream flavoring. 
delicately flavored with lemon. 


Sold everywhere in sealed tins. 


NATIONAL BISCUIT COMPANY. 
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Yuletide Echoes 


Christmas music is the sweetest music 
ever heard. In it is most of the Christ- 
spirit. Today it still fills the air. Some 
rich reverberations of it linger to cheer and 
to bless. They glide here and there, greeting 
one another as they pass, wafted all about 
without}.a single jar. Is “the music of 
the spheres” a reality? Doubtless. The 
pertect precision and orderliness of their 
revolutions must be harmonious in the 
highest degree. They are obedient to the 
jaws (that govern them. So in this happy 
Christmas season hearts beat in unison 
with the highest laws of love. Hence the 
music in doors and out the wide world over 
where He is loved. Wondrous transfor- 
mation when we consider the blight of sin! 
Charming echoes of Yuletide, linger with 
us the whole year round! 


A Century’s Sunset 


It is gorgeousin the west. The king of 
day is entering his stately portals of glory. 
Millions of his bright rays dart to the zenith, 
Hlumining the cloud castles beyond with 
ruby tints. Nature is hushed, and in adora- 
tion gazes upon the ravishing display. 
This is a daily exhibition, and yet, magnifi- 
eentas it is, it but feebly represents the 
grandeur of the close of the greatest century 
in human history. True, clouds have gath- 
ered, storms have burst upon us, the 
thunder of war has roared inour ears, 
hightnings of wrath have darted to the 
melting of chains and the smiting of 
tyranny. Tempests have shattered cities 
and engulfed ships at sea. But all these 
have only been reminders ot that kindly 
might, that power which works for right- 
eousness, ever seeking to inaugurate the 
permanent reign of love. All through the 
nineteenth century unprecedented success 
has crowned human effort. Especially is 
this true of these last decades. Inventions 
many and marvelous have cleared the way 
fer progress. Opportunities numberless 
and great have come to us for education, 
culture, refinement. Large provision has 
been made for the amelioration of suffering 
and caring for man in all his interests. 
Christian philanthropy has blossomed into 
@eeds ot brotherliness. Now under splen- 
dor’s benediction the gates of the century 
are about to close. 


Vespers 


The century is dying. Heaven is moving 
our hearts to a grateful recognition of the 
Pather of all good. How we rejoice in His 
presence! Giver of the years, with their 
manifold blessings, the seasons with their 
truits and flowers; Giver of lite, liberty, 
love ; Giver of health, home and triends ; 
Giver of opportunities, responsibilities, and 
life beyond the grave! Doxologies shall 
break from our grateful souls as we renew 
the offering of lowly and contrite hearts. 


Ghastly Figures 


It is greatly wise to halt occasionally in 
the busy whirl of life and talk with our 
past hours. What time more fitting than 
the last days of a closing century? If, 
with the torch of memory, we move 
through the crypt of buried years, looking 
out upon us are the ghastly figures of old 
sins —sins of commission, sins of omis- 
sion, actual transgressions, and innumer- 
able duties neglected. How few of us can 
examine our lives in the light of God’s 
Word witkout a sense of guilt and shame! 


Hosts of accusers arise to condemn us. 
They would easily overthrow and hurl us 
down to the bottomless pit did we not look 
to the Lamb of God to break their power 
and release us from their bondage. It is 
well to drag our hidden sius into the light, 
abandon them, and get forgiveness before 
they bring us to judgment and eternal con- 
demnation. 


Hark! The Bells! 


It is nearing nine o’clock when the crisp, 
icy air conveys a message from the church 
tower. Only once a year does that bell ring 
at so late an hour, and never before did its 
tones bear such solemn import. This time 
it not only calls God’s people to the closing 
services of the year, but of the century. 
How we hail this watch-nightservice! Beau- 
tiful, impressive, time-honored custom ! 
How we long for its spiritual uplift. With 
penitence shall we repair to the courts of 
God’s house. The fallow ground of our 
hearts shall be broken up; thorough repent- 
ance, deep and genuine, shall characterize 
our devotions. Then will the singing bear us 
to heaven’s gate on wings of melody. Then 
to the gospel lesson read will we give spe- 
cial heed. Then how responsive our souls 
to every prayer offered and testimony 
given. The preaching of the Word — how 
we shall drink in its precious truths. Thus 
prepared, how deeply touching and reno- 
vating will be the consecration service. 
Those last moments of the dying century 
spent in close communion with Christ ought 
to witness such a crucifixion of the sinful 
self as to assure a resurrection into a spirit- 
ual life of such power as was never expe- 
rienced betore. May God grant us wisdom 
to make this the grandest watch-nigh* serv- 
ice ever held ! 


A Sublime Scene 


Have you considered it? This custom 
ot watching out the old year in special re- 
ligious exercises has heretofore been dis- 
tinctively a Methodist custom. But this 
year it promises to become quite general 
in all denominations. How sublime the 
sight — Christ’s universal church crossing 
over the threshold of the new century upon 
its knees! 


Best of the Kind 


There is no cordiality equal to that of 
Christian people. They have espoused the 
grandest of all causes. They serve the 
same Master. They reject the same evils, 
and meet with similar trials. They are 
united in love here and look forward to the 
same reward of bliss hereafter. At God’s 
altars their hearts melt into wonderful one- 
ness of feeling and experience. When the 
clock ticks the last moment of the old year, 
together they rise with happy, hearty New 
Year wishes for each other. Thus strength- 
ened from above and strong in one an- 
other’s unselfish, sympathetic love, they go 
torth to live purer, sweeter, brighter lives 
than ever before. 


In, But Not Of 


Some fragrant flower has been in the 
room. You cannot quite determine whether 
it is grape blossom, mignonette, or rose. 
But the perfume is there. You pass through 
a field of new-mown hay. The air is so 
scented that you do not mistake its rich fra- 
grance. Sometimes Christians think they 
are few and their influence scarcely percep- 
tible. But all the time they are making 





the atmosphere of home, society, business 
and toil purer and sweeter. Has it occurred 
to you that all the best influences which 
have beautified and ennobled the past cent- 
ury are essentially Christian? Christians 
are in the world, but not of it. They are 
the salt that preserves it trom moral decay 
and the light that keeps it from utter dark- 
ness. They should place a higher estimate 
upon their power to bless centuries and 
races and worlds. 


Fairest Dawn 


Hail to the new century! Hail to its 
rosy dawn! Hail toits brightening morn! 


* Out of the shadow of night, 
The world moves into light; 
It is daybreak everywhere!” 


Back ward roll the ages of old wrongs,old 
tyrannies, old griefs, old disappointments. 
Onward comes the fresh, pure morning, ra- 
diant with richer benefits than were ever be- 
tore enjoyed. All past centuries haveaided 
in lifting the twentieth to heights far above 
its predecessors. May it shine as a mount 
of transfiguration, on which mankind 
shall be changed into their Master’s image, 
making this pre-eminently a century ot 
love, righteousness, brotherhood and peace. 
That all Epworthians who read these 
words may share generously in the best 
blessings that await men and women ot 
pure motive and noble character, is the sin- 
cere prayer of him who writes them. 


The Open Door 


The door into a new year will soon be 
opened by God’s own hand. Not only will 
it be crowded with multitudes of people, 
but with new resolutions, new anxieties, 





WALKED OUT 
On Food, After Being Given Up 


Lack of knowledge regarding the kind ot 
tood to give to people, particularly inva- 
lids, trequently causes much distress, 
whereas when one knows exactly the kind 
of tood to give to quickly rebuild the brain 
and nerve centres, that knowledge can be 
made use of, 

A young Chicago woman says: “ Other 
instances of the wonderful qualities pos- 
sessed by Grape-Nuts tood are shown in my 
grandmother’s and mother’s cases. Grand- 
mother’s entire left side became totally par- 
alyzed, from a ruptured capillary of the 
brain. The doctor said it would be impos- 
sible tor her to live a week. She could not 
take ordinary food and we put her on 
Grape-Nuts, in an effort to do all for her we 
could. 

“To the astonishment of the doctor and 
the delight ot all of us, she slowly rallied 
and recovered. It was pronounced the tirst 
case of the kind on record. The doctor said 
nothing could have produced this resu!t 
but food. 

“We had been led to use Grape-Nuts be- 
cause of the effect on mother. She has been 
troubled with a weak stomacn all her life, 
and the last few years been gradually los- 
ing weight and strength. She has tried ev- 
erything, almost, that has been recom- 
mended by good authority, and until she 
used Grape-Nuts food, nothing seemed t 
do her any good. Since taking up Grape- 
Nuts she has been constantly improving 
until now she is free trom any of the stom- 
ach troubles, and is strong and well. Please 
do not publish my name.” Name can be 
given Ly Postum Cereal Co., Ltd., Battle 
Creek, Mich. 
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new hopes and fears, new difficulties and 
new strength with which to conquer them, 
and, alas! newsins, and yet with ever tresh 
supplies of divine grace. Behold the open 
door of duty and privilege — the open door 
ot responsibility and achievement, the open 
door ot elevating influence, the open door 
into a more blessed spiritual experience. 
With enlarged vision of life’s grand mean- 
ing, with clearer conceptions of personal 
accountability, with stronger determina- 
tion to meet with unwavering fidelity all 
the obligations of every relation we sustain 
to man and to God, let us enter bravely 
this open door. 


To All Epworthians 


“A bright New Year, and a sunny track 
Along an upward way ; 
And a song of praise on looking back, 
W hen the year has passed away, 
And golden sheaves nor small nor few! 
This is my New Year’s wish for you!” 


Forward March 


This ringing command has been given 
trom the lips of our Supreme Commander. 
It has been repeated all along the columns 
of God’s vast army by subordinate officers. 
One ot these, standing nearest to the Gen- 
eral-in-Chief, is our own Bishop Thoburn. 
He has heard the order, and passes it on to 
the Methodist legions. He marches close 
to Christ at the head of the advancing host. 
The Forward Movement has begun in ear- 
nest. What Epworthian will fail to join 
the marching ranks? What Epworthian 
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will be found wanting when the battle is 
on? What Epworthian will refuse to sing 
with voice and life, “Surely the Captain 
may depend on me?”’ There are hardships 
and privations and perils and pains before 
the “good soldier of Jesus Christ,’ but 
what are these compared with the rewards 
and victories to be won? This is no time 
for cowards, no time for lovers of ease and 
pleasure. A great statesman once said: 
“The strongest appeal you can make to 
men is this— come and suffer.” This is our 
appeal to all noble Epworthians. It is di- 
rected to the heroic in your soul. Come, let 
us sacrifice for Christ and the salvation of 
our fellow-beings. Forward to glorious 
conquest! 


Equipment 


Nothing short of the “whole armor of 
God” will answer in the struggle before us. 
Read again upon your knees Ephesians 6: 
10-18, and determine to obey these injunc- 
tions. 

* Behold the Christian warrior stand 
In all the armor of his God.” 

Let angels and men behold you thus 
equipped. 

‘* Thus strong in his Redeemer’s strength, 
Sin, death and hell he tramples down ; 
Fights the good fight, and wins at length 
Through mercy an immortal crown.” 


Enduement 


No matter what armor a soldier may 
have, if there beats within himn the coward 
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heart. He must have'jhigh \courage, true 
valor. Whence comes this highest soldier- 
ly quality? Go to Pentecost tor the 
answer. The disciples were weaklings, for- 
saking and denying their Lord before that 
wonderful day ; thereafter they were sub- 
lime heroes, cheerfully suffering martyr- 
dom for their loved Master. We need the 
pentecostal baptism in order to become a 
valiant and conquering band. Let us not 
rest until we have “the anointing that 
abideth,”’ the enduement ot the Holy Spir- 
it’s power. 


A Story? 


Yes, and a remarkably good one. It wae 
written by Myra Goodwin Plantz, wife of 
the able and honored president of Law- 
rence University. Mrs. Plantz is one of 
the few very best writers tor young people 
in our denomination. ‘“*‘ Why Not?” is her 
latest book —a story of Christ’s love and 
of self-denial for His sake. True to fact and 
religious experience, it is written for the 
heart and life, warm, sympathetic, practi- 
cal, sound, thoroughly Christian,7demon- 
strating clearly that living for! time and 


eternity too assures truest happiness Tn 
this world. Read it, and let it aid in pre- 
paring you for your part in the great For- 
ward Movement. 


San Francisco, 1901 


Arrangements are being perfected for car- 
rying Leaguers to their great convention 
next July at very moderate cost. Watch 
Zion’s HERALD for particulars and plan to 
go. 
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Boys Who 
Make Money 


A dainty little booklet telling how 
some 1800 bright boys have made a 
success of selling 


The Saturday 
Evening Post 


Pictures of the boys— letters telling 
how they built up a paying business 
outside of school 
stories of real business tact. 


$25.00 


hours. 





We will furnisit you with Ten Copies the first week Free of ; 
Charge, to be sold at 5c a copy; you can then send us the whole- 
sale price for as many as you find you can sell the next week. . 


You can earn money without interfering 
with school duties, and be independent. 





Interesting 


Extra Prize «ach 
month to the Boy selling 
the Largest Number of 
Copies during the month ; $20.00 to the boy selling 
the next largest number ; $15.00 to the next, and 
so on, making 50 cash prizes to the 50 different 
boys selling the Post. This is in addition to 
your regular profit made on every copy you sell. 
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League Prayer Meeting Topics for January 


January 6 —A Forward Look. — Phil. 
8: 12-14. 
DAILY READINGS 
Monday. In a new century. 2 Pet. 3: 1-13. 
Tuesday. Freedom from the past. 2 Cor. 5: 
14-17. 
Wednesday. Long views helpful. Deut. 34: I- 
6; Acts 7: 55-59. 
Thursday. Looking upward. Ps. 121: i-8. 
Friday. Concentrated purpose, Eccl. 9: 10; 


Matt. 22: 35-39, st. 
Saturday. The end of the race, 2 Tim. 4: 6-8. 


On either side of us are the mammoth 
pillars of time. We are just passing the 
portals of a new century. Greetings are 
wafted in upon us from all around. We 
are congratulated by the glorious past and 
more magnificent present, while the still 
grander future hails us with fairest prom- 
ise. To have seen the close of a hundred 
years and with joyous expectancy to en- 
ter upon another, is truly occasion for 
devout thanksgiving. Being thus priv- 
ileged, it is natural to glance ahead and 
sean, if possible, the outlines of the land 
before us. 


1. We have a vision of the oncoming 
days. One after another they troop along. 
Only one moment ata time is entrusted to 
us. But every one is full-freighted with 
opportunities and exacting in responsibil- 
ities. Brightly they greet us, and we wel- 
come them. 


2. In the long line of days we see ad- 
vancing, every seventh one is golden, 
diamond-decked, heaven-illumined. How 
Eden-like the influence of these Sabbath 
mornings, noons and evenings! How su- 
premely choice the precious privileges they 
afford! Oh, for wisdom to spend life’s sa- 
cred Sundays in the best way! 


3. Outspread levels of toil appear to the 
forward look. There are hours and hours 
ot mind-labor, brain-sweat for some of us, 
actual ‘“‘boning” for the college student, 
the never-completed though oft-repeated 
tasks for home-keepers—hard strains for 
muscle and nerve such as would abash 
the faint-hearted. But be it far from us to 
dread lite’s heavier burdens. They are 
calculated to make stalwarts and giants. 
Otherwise we should remain pigmies. 
What better wish can you entertain for a 
dear friend than a life filled with strength- 
ening labor? 


4. Sunny plateaus. These sre Christian 
experiences which come trom wholesome, 
scriptural views of lite. Here the air is 
pure and the breezes invigorating. Here 
orchard and fruitful field yield their legiti- 
mate increase. Here loyal hearts and true 
realize the sweeter, richer blessings of 
God’s own elect. 


5. The forward look cannot fail to see 
shady vales. Sometimes they mean re- 
treat and rest beside crystal streams, and 
again they mean bereavement and sorrow. 
Well, torget not that the trusting Christian 
finds these as truly a part of God’s loving 
plan for him as any other part of the. vast 
landscape. Here, possibly, as nowliere 
else, may we know what it is to abide un- 
der the shadow of the Almighty. Never 
does God’s tatherly heart seem to throb so 
warmly against our hearts as in the valleys 
of trouble and bereavement. 


6. Beyond the vales rise hill-tops fair. 
They stand as possibilities, beckoning us to 
test our powers and climb. They suggest 
rich rewards that are enjoyed by brave 
climbers who are not afraid of effort and 
sacrifice. 
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January 13 — Youthful Consecration. 
Eccles. 12:1. 


DAILY READINGS 


Monday. Givento God. 1Sam.1: 24-28. 

Tuesday. Early service. 2 Chron. 34: 1-7. 

bahar A child's work known. Prov. 
20: : 1 Sam, 16: 4-12. 


ae 44, up tm hoe, of life. Mark 10: 


Lg, SN of Jesus. Luke2: 42-50. 

Saturday. Promised care. Ps. 27:10; 91: 9-13. 

Youth is life’s season of joyous hope. 
Dreams of glory and visions of victory 
elate the soul. Youth is a May morning, 
and even if afew tardy April showers in- 
trude, they only enhance the purity and 
sweetness of the scene. 


*“ There are gains for all our losses, 
There are balms for all our pain, 
But when youth, the dream, departs, 
It takes something from our hearts, 
And it never comes again.” 


But hold a mument. That something 
which never comes again has served its 
purpose and will never more be needed. 
Something better takes its place if the life 
is truly consecrated. Let it never be for- 
gotten that each period of our existence is 
divinely intended to be superior to any pre- 
ceding one. To the Christian it is, always 
and forever, better farther on. 


MARIGOLDS 


1. Among the leading characteristics of 
this poetical but realistic period we observe 
teachableness. Youth is open to the light 
of truth as the marigold is to the sun’s 
rays. 


2. Truthfulness is another common trait. 
Sad indeed is the hour when deceit closes 
up the petals, and this period is no longer 
open to believe and receive. 


3. Expectancy. Youth does build castles 
in the air. What of it? These are only 
the shadows of still grander temples sure to 
be erected if the young person is true to his 
noblest dreams. Keep expecting then, O 
youthful spirit! tor no poetic vision can 
equal the realities ot a pure soul. 


4. Buoyancy. Light-hearted, light of 
step. On the crest of the wave it skips 
along; and over rocks of difficulty and 
temptation it is litted by its own inner 
buoyancy. 


~ 


5. Daring. Nothing it fears, nothing it 
dreads. Obstacles and enemies only lift it 
to larger courage and hervism. 


THE CARPEL 


it is needless to assert that this period is no 
more to be wasted in frivolity than are the foliar 
parts of the marigold simply to be given to the 
wind. Youthful traits are the corolla and the 
calyx. They are the expression of what is or 
should be accomplished, hidden away in the 
carpel. If the hidden seed of future usefulness 
isnot being developed, then these outward ex- 
pressions are only a vain show. To look well 
after this hidden, inner heart-work is true con- 
secration. “ As a man thinketh in his heart, so 
is he.” There must be purity in the most secret 
thought and desire. 


SEEDS 


1. The consecration here enjoined is not an 
occasional sprint. It is rather a continuous in- 
ward process, characterized by the most abso- 
lute honesty. When Washington Irving was in 
school as a lad it was said of him that he excelled 
more in truth-telling than in scholarship. 
What a fine compliment! Scbolarship is not to 
be despised. But personal honor and rectitude 
are best of all. 


2. Observing. To early dedicate the life to no- 
ble living tends to thoughtfulness. Such youth 
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become Isaac Newtons seeking to know how 
and why the apple drops to the ground, finding 
permanent principles in casual occurrences. 

3. Achieving. Newton was only twenty-three 
when he made his greatest discovery. Chinese 
Gordon was only thirty when he assumed the 
immense responsibility ot the command of the 
Chinese army; and Ranald Mackensie, at the 
age of twenty-one, was pronounced by Genera| 
Grant the finest division cavalry commander in 
the Union Army. Since so great are the possi- 
bilities of youth, how necessary that it be fully 
consecrated to Ged ! 


4. Dying. If ready for life, then ready for 
death. Atno period of earthly struggle are we 
secure from the darts of the so-called King of 
Terrors. He is sure tosmite the aged soon. At 
any hour he may claim the noble youth. The 
Splendid son of Rev. Leigh Richmond, named 
Wilberforce, retired to his room in hopeful 
Spirits. Before going his father remarked : * So 
He giveth His beloved rest.” Wilberforce re- 
plied : “* Yes, and sweet indeed is the rest which 
Christ gives.”” He never woke from that sleep, 
except to open his eyes in heaven. 





January 20 —Abiding Influence.— Heb. 
11:4; Matt. 26: 13. 


DAILY READINGS. 


Monday. Purified by the word. John 15: 1-5. 

Tuesday. Generating influence. Ps. 51: 6-13. 

Wetnarty, ; oe tand ee influences. 2 Kings 
Shron. 9: 

Thursday, The inauenss ‘of the cross. John 


Friday. The influence of Jesus. 2 Cor. 4: 5-11. 
Saturday. Influence with God. Gen. 32: 24-29, 


The rude turf Abel piled up for an altar, 
the spotless lamb be laid thereon, the 
typifying blood be sprinkled about, the 
prayer of faith be offered. His sacrifice 
is accepted. Cain’s is rejected. Hatred 
in the heart becomes murder in his hand. 
One groan, one shout, and by the first 
human death a martyr’s crown is won. 
The vibrations thus started go on forever. 
The influence thus set in motion will 
abide. Abel’s body being dead, his spirit 
yet speaketh and will continue to speak. 

Our Saviour was in the house of Simon 





THE FRUITS 
Of Coffee Drinking 


“The fruits or results, in my case, of 
coffee drinking, were sallow complexion, 
almost total luss of appetite, as well as 
sleeplessness and sluggish circulation. 

“I was also very bilious and constipated 
most of the time for eight years, and bevame 
so nervous that I was unable to do any 
mental labor and was fast approaching a 
condition where there would have been no 
help for me. 

“Tam convinced that if I had continued 
using coffee much longer the result would 
have been a total mental and physical 
wreck. 

“I sometimes think the all-wise provi- 
dence looks after us in trouble; at any rate, 
when I was in despair a triend urged me to 
give up coffee entirely and use Postum, 
giving the reasons why. It was hard tor me 
tobelieve that so common a beverage as 
coffee was the cause of my trouble, but I 
made the change, and from the first trial 
experienced a benefit and improvement. 
My complexion has improved, the nervous- 
ness gone, as well as the bilious trouble and 
sleeplessness, and I am completely cured 
of sluggish circulation. In fact, Iam well, 
and the return to health has been directly 
traced to leaving off coffee and using Post- 
um Yood Coffee. I recommend Postum to 
all coffee wrecks without a single reserva- 
tion.’’ — James D. Kimball, Isabella Street» 
Northampton, Mass, 
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the leper at Bethany. Silently a woman 
steals in with her most costly possession 
and Javishes upon Jesus the contents of 
her alabaster box. Indignant voices are 
raised at this alleged waste. The vibra- 
tions of their ill-tempered words will go on 
to their discredit to the end of time. But 
the perfumes of that woman’s preci 
love-offering will sweeten the ages of 
eternity. Every pure life has a box of 
aromatic ointment hidden away some- 
where. It is some sweet grace, some 
holy impulse, some personal power to 
bless other lives. It must not be shut in 
and selfishly covered up, but brought out, 
broken, presented to Jesus. Oh, for the 
more general breaking of costly alabaster 
boxes for the anointing and perfuming of 
our whole race, as an abiding influence 
for good! 


ANATHEMA MARANATHA 


1. How startling these words ‘“ Cursed 
with a curse, cursed of God with a bitter 
and grievous curse.’ How can this be 
possible? Each one of us holds within 
himself the possibility of realizing this aw- 
ful sentence. We determine whether we 
shall be cursed or blessed, and our influ- 
ence tells the story of such determining. 
A minister took these words on a Sabbath 
morning for his text and preached a most 
impressive sermon. One of his listeners 
was convicted ot sin, but resolved not to 
yield himself to the Spirit’s influence. For 
fifty years following he stubbornly held out, 
and then at last surrendered, saying he 
‘‘could no longer contend against Marana- 
tha.” 


2. We do not wonder at the clouded 
brow and sorrowing heart-of the dying 
man whose life had once been sinful, as he 
exclaims with intense emotion: ‘ Oh, that 
my influence could be gathered up and 
buried with me!” Terrible beyond ex- 
pression is the thought of our influence 
cursing the world with a curse. 


’. When Theodore Parker lay on his 
death-bed in Florence, his great expecta- 
tions unfulfilled, he brightened a moment 
and said: ‘* There are two Theodore Park- 
ers now: one is dying here in Italy, and 
the other I have planted in America.” He 
was there; his influence here. There are 
some who think he destroyed more than he 
built. We must leave him with his Judge. 


FADELESS FLOWERS 


l. No deed is rightly considered until its 
bearing upon the future life is duly weighed. 


2. The life that speaks best after death is the 
One that did noblest deeds before death. 


8. Nolake is so small that it may not reflect 
the great blue sky from its bosom. 


4. Deeds may die and be forgotten, but their 
odor diminishes not. 


5. Present popularity may vanish quickly, 
but in genuine Christlikeness is the element of 
permanence, 


6. 
“ The smallest bark on life’s tempestuous ocean 
Will leave a track behind forever more; 
The lightest wave of influence set in motion 
Extends and widens to the eternal shore.” 


TWO IMMORTALITIES 


1. That continued eternal personality of 
blessedness promised all who follow Christ 
faithfully till death. 


9 


2. An earthly immortality of elevating, abid- 


ing influence so finely expressed in the familiar 
lines: 


“Oh, may I join the choir invisible 
Of those immortal dead who live again 
ln minds made better by their presence ; 
Beget the smiles that have no cruelty 
Be the sweet presence of a good diffured, 
And in diffusion ever more intense ! 
So shall I join the choir invisible 
W hose music is the gladness of the world.” 


ZION’S HERALD 


January 27—Our League Mottoes. 
Neh, 4: 19-21, 6; Psa. 5:3; Luke 5:7; 
Josh. 1: 3-6. Alternate Missionary Topic 
— The Bible and Missions. 


DAILY READINGS 

Monday. Studying the fields, John4: 31-38. 

Tuesday. Sending my gifts. Prov. 3: 9-10; 11: 

Wrens. Aucgeeieniats substitute. Matt, 9: 

37-38 ; Acts 3: 1-6. 
Thursday. Working where I can. Matt, 21: 
28-30; John 9: 4, 

Friday. Givingatithe. Jer. 28: 12-22. 

Saturday. A personal response. Acts 26: 12-20. 

Mottoes are the battle-cries of peaceful 
warriors. Such warriors struggle not for the 
sake of conquest, but for that peace which 
is the best condition of human progress. 
Man is so constituted that he seems to 
need the stimulus of stirring wateh-words. 
Gideon’s heroic three hundred nerved 
their hearts and strengthened their arms 
with the electric shout — ‘‘ The sword of 
the Lord and of Gideon!’’ Constantine 
hurled heathenism from Cvesar’s throne 
and crowned Christianity thereon in using 
the majestic: ‘ Jn hoc signo vinces.”’ 
Mottoes cgndense into a single short and 
ringing utterance the high purpose of 
organizations and individuals. Our League 
mottoes are three. It is well to inquire 
what they are, who gave them to us, and 
what they mean. 


1. ‘* Look up, Liftup.” To Bishop John 
H. Vincent belongs the honor of suggesting 
these now familiar and ever-potent sym- 
bols. He is widely known in all denomi- 
nations as a superb Sunday-school genius, 
who accomplished wonders in organizing, 
grading, and elevating this branch of 
Christian work. Then he extended his 
tame and usefulness in being the chief 
founder and manager of the great home 
university known as the C. L. S. C., which 
has been the source of untold benefit to 
multitudes of people. This motto is ex- 
ceedingly significant, embracing the whole 
duty of man. It means that we must look 
up to God in faith, absolute surrender, un- 
questioning obedience and never-failing 
loyalty, not alone for personal advantage, 
but in order that we may thus become 
qualified to lift up all who need our help. 
It is a grand motto tor every young Chris- 
tian. 


2. “TI desire a league offensive and de- 
fensive with every soldier of Jesus Christ.” 
To the everlasting credit of the revered 
John Wesley these words will stand in 
human history. They area fine tribute to 
his breadth and catholicity. In a narrow 
and rigid and bigoted age he spoke them, 
demonstrating his own Christlike spirit. 
They strike the same keynote sounded by 
our Lord in His great high-priestly prayer 
(John 17), praying “that they all may be 
one.” Wesley did not insist that every- 
body should agree with his opinions in 
order to have his friendship and fellowship. 
There was just one requirement he exacted: 
the heart must beat in loving fealty to Jesus 
Christ. They might think as they pleased 
upon a thousand questions it only at the 
centre ot their being they were vitally 
united to Him who alone is worthy of the 
homage of every soul. This is the one bond 
of union tor Christians of all names, climes 
and ages. Those united by this bond may 
sing lustily: 

“ Faith of our fathers! We will love 

Both friend and foe in all our strife, 
And pronee Thee, too, as love knows how, 
By kindly words and virtuous life. 

8. ‘* We live to make our church a power 
in the land, while we love every other 
ehurch that exalts our Christ.’’ That most 
powerful pulpit orator of modern Method- 
ism, and one of the most eloquent preachers 
who ever proclaimed the sweet evangel of 
Christ’s love— Bishop Matthew Simpson — 
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gave us this motto. In meaning it is closely 
allied to the preceding one, and presses 
home upon us a little more firmly denomi- 
national zeal. It discourages that flimsy, 
nerveless disposition which avers it makes 
no difference what denomination one ad- 
heres to. As a rule such persons are of little 
force anywhere. It is just as natural, right, 
and’Christian to have a special affection tor 
your own church home as for the home in 
which you were born. Love other homes 
and other Christian churches ; but cherish a 
peculiar, zealous, abiding, supreme devo- 
tion for the church of your heart’s tond 
choice. 


These three mottoes are worthy of the grand 
men who gave them to us and of the hosts of 
Epworthians who should be inspired by them 
to holiest and divinest living. Bishop Simpson 
urges reverently upon each Christian fo be a 
Christ to his associates. May it not be that 
many unsaved ones get their first glimpse of 
Christ as He appears in some earnest disciple? 


‘“ Has some one seen Christ in you today? 
© Cbristian, be careful, watch and pray! 
Look up to Jesus in faith, and then 
Lift up unto Him your fellow-men ; 
Upon your own strength you cannot rely, 
There’s a fount of grace and strength on high; 
Go to that fount and your strength renew, 
And the life of Christ will shine through you.” 


THE BIBLE AND MISSIONS 


This Book is the one supreme hand-book on 
missions, Its truths concerning God, eternity, 
sin, salvation, depravity, retribution, regenera- 
tioa, duty, destiny, a Saviour’s dying love, and 
His atonement for the sins of the whole world, 
are just exactly fitted to arouse missionary zeal. 
David Livingstone, whose heart was buried in 
Africa and his body in Westminster Abbey, 
declared Christ to be the only model missionary 
that ever appeared among men. 


Brockton, Masa. 

















Continuing, this Bright 
Schoolgirl in Middletown, 
Conn., writes: 


“TI do not know of any other 
little girl who has earned 
thirty-five dollars in so short 
a time and in such a pleas- 
ant way as I have, and I am 
quite sure that none of 
your older agents are more 
pleased with their success.’’ 


What 
this Schoolgirl did 
others can do 


The Ladies’ Home Journal 
and The Saturday Evening Post will 
willingly co-operate with others who 
want to accomplish the same result. 
A very liberal commission® will be paid 
upon each subscription and renewal se- 
cured, besides offering each an oppor- 
tunity to share in $18,000, to be 
awarded on May 1, 1901. 


THE CURTIS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
PHILADELPEIA 
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A GOD-SEND TQ ALL HUMANITY 





Remarkable Invention of an Ohioan that Guarantees Perfect Health, Strength and 
Beauty to Every User, and Cures without Drugs All Nervous Diseases, Rheumatism, 
La Grippe,Neuralgia,Blood and Kidney Troubles, Weakness,and the Most Obsti- 
nate Diseases,by Nature’s Method of Steaming the Poison Out of the System 





Ministers and Those Who have Used It Declare it to be the Most Remarkable Invigorant Ever Produced, Bet- 
ter than Any Treatment at Hot Springs, Sanitariums or Health Resorts 


A prominent business man of Cincinnati has 
invented a Vapor Bath Cabinet that has proven 
a blessing to every man, woman and child who 
has used it, and as many of our readers may not 
know of its real comfort and blessings, we illus- 
trate it in this issue. 


Our recent investigation of this remarkable 
invention was so very satisfactory we have no 
hesitancy in indorsing the same as just what all 
our readers need. 


It is an air-tight inclosure, a rubber-walled 
room,in which one comfortably rests on a chair 
and with only the bead outside, enjoys at home, 
for 8 cents each, all the marvelous cleansing, 
curative and invigorating effects of the famous 
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WW OVP TRAPS log CUNO 
Turkish. Hot Vapor, Hot Airor Medicated Va- 
por Batb, with no possibility of taking cold aft- 
erwards, orin any way weakening the system. 


Hundreds of well-known ph Sicians _ have 
given up their practice to sell this Cabfhet — 
such eminent men as Emerson McKay, Detroit, 
who has already sold over 700, and John C. 
Wright, Chicago, whw sojd 125 last month. 


Thousands of remarkable letters have been 
written the makers from users, some of which, 
referring to 


Rheumatism, La Grippe, Kidney Troubles, 


will be interesting to those who suffer from these 
dread maladies. W. L. Brown, Oxford, O., 
writes : “ My father was down in bed for morths 
with rheumatism ; this Cabinet did him more 
goos than $50 worth of drugs. It cured m 
rother of neuralgia and CoM ET wit 
which he had Jong suffered, and his wife of la 
grippe in one night.”” G. M. Lafferty, Coving- 
ton, Ky., writes: “Was compelled to quit busi- 
ness a year ago, being prostrated witn rheuma- 
tism and kidney troubles, when your C»binet 
came. Two weeks’ use cured me; I have never 
had a twinge since.” Rev. George H. Hudson, 
Okemos, Mich., says: “I gave ", my pastorate 
on account of nervous prostration and jung 
troubles; my editor so highly recommende 
your Cabinet, I tried it; from that day I have 
steadily grown better ; am now well; nervous- 
ness gone; lungs -trong; am anew man.” Mr, 
Simon Seepatne a retired capitalist of Colum- 
bus, O., 1081 Kroad St., says: “I am satisfied it 
saved my life. I was taken down with a hard 
cold, which developed into a dangerous case of 
pneumonia. The first Bath relieved me ard 1 
quickly recovered. It isfar superior to drugs for 





curing la grippe, colds, inflammation and rheu- 
matism.’’ Hon. A. B. Strickland, of Blooming- 
ton, writes that the Cabinet did him more good 
than two years’ doctoring, entirely cured him of 
catarrh, gravel, kidney trouble and dropsy, with 
which he bad long been afflicted. 


Hundreds of Ministers 


write, praising this Cabinet. Rev. H. C. Roer- 
naes, Everett, Kan., says: “It 3s a blessing; 
made me full of life and vigor; should be in use 
in every family.” Rev. J.C. Richardson, N. Fifth 
St., Roxbury, Mass., was greatly benefitted by 
its use, and recommends it highly, as also does 
Prof. R. E. P. Kline, of Ottawa University, who 
Says: “I find it a great benefit. No Christian 
sbould be without it.’”’” Hon. V. C. Hay, St. .loe, 
Mo., writes; “ Physicians gave me up to die, 
was persuaded by friends to try this Cabinet. 
and it cured me. I can not praise it enough.” 
Rev. Baker Smith, D. D., Fairmont, N. J., says ; 
*“ Your Cabinet rids the body of aches and pain: 
and as cleanliness is next to godliness, it merits 
high recommendation.” 

Congressman John J. Lentz, Hon, Chauncey 
M. Depew, John T. Brown, Editor “Christian 
Guide;’’ Rev. C. M. Keith, Editor “ Holiness 
Advocate,” as well as hundreds of clergymen, 
bankers, governors, yea and influential 
people. recommend it highly. 

Physicians are unanimous in claiming that 
colds, la grippe, fevers, Smallpox, conspmption, 
kidney trouble, Bright’s disease, cancer — in 
fact, such 

@mee Marvelous Eliminative Power' 


has this Cabinet that no disease can gain a foot- 
hold in your body if you take these hot Thermal 
Baths weekly. Scientific reasons are brought 
out in avery instructive little book issued by 
the makers. To 


Cure Blood and Skin Diseases 


this Cabinet has marvelous power. Dr. Shepard, 
of Brooklyn, states that he has never failed to 
draw out the deadly ison of snake bites, hy- 
drophobia, blood poison, ete., by this Vapor 
Bath, proving that it is the most wonderful 
blood purifier known. If people, instead of fill- 
ing their system with more poisons by taking 
drugs and nostrums, would get into a Vapor 
Bath Cabinet and steam out these poisons, and 
assist nature to act, they would have pure blood, 
and a skin as clear and smooth as the most fas- 
tidious could desire. 


The Important Feature 


of this Cabinet is that it gives a hot vapor path 
that opens tbe millions of pores all over the 
body, stimulating the sweat giands, drawing out 
all the impure Salts, acids and effete matter, 
which, if retained, overwork the heart, kidneys, 
lungs, and cause disease, debility and sluggish- 
ness. Astonisbing is the improvement in healtb, 
feeling and complexion. The first bath makes 
you feel like a new being; 10 years younger. 
With the Uabinet, if desired, is a 


Head and Complexion Steamer 


in which the face, head and neck are given the 
Same vapor treatment as the body, pro.iucing 
the most wonderful results; removes pimples, 
blackheads, skin eruptions, cures Catarrh, 
Asthma and Bronchitis. 

0. C. Smith, Mt. Healthy, O., writes: “Since 
using this Uabinet my Catarrh, Asthma and 
Hay Fever, with which I have been afflicted 
since childhood, have never returned. Worth 
$1,000 to me. I have sold hundreds of these Cab- 
inets. Every one was delighted. My wife finds 
it excellent for ber ills.” 

Whatever 


Will Hasten Perspiration 
every one knows is beneficial, but other meth- 
ods are crude and insignificant, when compared 
tothe convenient and marvelous curative power 
of this Cabinet, known as the new 1908 style 
Quaker Folding Thermal 
Bath Cabinet. We find it to be a genuine Cab- 
inet, with areal door, opening wide, as shown 


dn cut. -W hen closed it is air-tigbt; handsomely 





made of best, most durable, waterproof goods . 
rubber lined. A heavy steel. frame supports it 

making it a strong and substantial bathroom 
within itself. 1t has top curtains; in fact, all the 
latest improvements. 

The makers furnish an excellent stove witb 
each Cabinet, also valuable recipes and formulas 
for medicated baths and ailments, as well as 
plain directions. It folds flat in lincb space, 
when notin use: easily carried; weighs but 10 
pounds. 

People don’t need bathrooms, as this Cabinet 
may be used in any room, and bath tubs have 
been discarded since this invention, as it gives 
a far better bath for all cleansing pur 8 than 
soap and water. For the sick room its advan- 
tages are at once apparent. There have been 


So-Called Cabinets 
on the market, but they were unsatisfactory, in- 
convenient, simply cheap, flimsy affairs. 

After investigation we can say the Quaker 
Cabinet made by the Cincinnati firm is the only 
practical article of its kind, and will last for 
years.It seems to satisfy and delight every user, 
and the 

Makers Guarantee Results 


They assert positively,and their statements are 
backed by a vastamount of testimony from per- 
sons of influence, that this Cabinet will cure 
nervous troubles, Debility, Purify the Blood, 
rong A the Skin and Cure Rheumatism. (They 
offer $50.00 reward for a case not relieved.) Cures 
the most obstinate cases of Women’s Troubles, 
La Grippe, Sleeplessness, Neuralgia, Malaria, 
Headaches, Obesity, Gout, Sciatica, Eczema, 
Scrofula, Piles, Dropsy, Blood and Skin Dis- 
eases, Liver and Kidney Troubles. It will 


Cure the Worst Cold 


with one bath, breaks up all symptoms of La 
Grippe, Fevers, Pneumonia, Consumption, 
Asthma, and is really a household necessity. 
Gives the most 
Cleansing and Refreshing Bath 

known, and all those enjoying health should use 
itat least once or twice a week for its great 
value is its marvelous power to draw out of the 
System all impurities that cause disease, aud for 
this reason is truly » God-send to all bumanity. 


HOW TO GET ONE 


All our readers who want to enjoy perfect 
health, prevent disease, or are afflicted, should 
have one of these remarkable Cabinets. Space 
prevents a detailed description, but it will ar 
out the most exacting demand for durability 
and culative properties. 

Write the only makers, The World Mfg. Co., 
2562 World Building, Cincinnati, O., and ask 
them tosend you their valuable illustrated Book 
FREE, describing this invention and these. re- 
markable Baths. The price of the Cabinet is 
wonderfully low, only $5.00, complete, with 
heater, directions and formulas. Head attach- 
ment, if desired, $1.00 extra, and it is indeed dif- 
ficult to imagine where one could invest that 
amount of money in anything else that guaran- 
tees so much health, strength and vigor. 


DON’T FAIL TO WRITE TODAY 


for fall information; or, better still, order a Cab- 
inet ; you won’t be disappointed, as the makers 
guarantee every Cabinet, and agree to refund 
your money after 30 days’ use if not just as rep- 
resented. 

We know them to do as they agree. They are 
reliable and responsible; capital, $100,000.00 
* The Cabinet is just as represented and wil! be 
shipped proimptiy. You can remit safely by ex- 
— P. O. money order, bank draft, or certified 
check. 
Don't fail tosend for booklet, any way. 

$1.50 a Month and Expenses 

This Cabinet is a wonderful seller. More than 
20,000 were sold last month by agents, and the 
firm offers special inducements to both men 
and women upon request, and to our knowl- 
edge many are making from $100 to $150 every 
month, and expenses. Don't fail to write them. 
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MISS CROUCHER’S ITINERARY. — Miss 
Croucher is engaged to speak at the following 
places : Dec. 30, Penacook and Suncook, N. H.; 
Jan. 6, Middletown, Conn. ; Jan. 9, Athol, Mass. ; 
13, Westfield; 16, Brookline; 20, Providence, 
R. 1. ; 25, New York District, N. Y. E. Confer- 
ence; Feb. 1, New Haven District ; Feb. 23, Port- 


land District ; March 1, East Maine Conference; 
March 14, Maine Conference ; March 22, Phila- 
delphia. Also at the New York East, New Eng- 
land and New Hampshire Conferences. 
ITINERARY CoM. 





NOTICE. — The price of “ Methodism in 
Maine,” by Rev. Stephen Allen, D. D., a large 
and handsome volume of o7er 800 pages, is now 
reduced, with the hope of bringing it into every 
Methodist family in Maine, and into the library 


of each pastor. The cost of the pictures alone 
that illustrate it is much greater than the price 
named. The book is the result of long and ex- 
pensive research into the records of each church 


CANCER CURED 


WITH SOOTHING, BALMY OILS. 


Stin and Work Catarrh, siiriie for lls Uleer and all 
and Dissaaes. ri er enveres Book. 
{yy Y sas City, Mo. 
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and pastor, from 1798 to 1886, and will be invalu- 
able on every charge. If you have not a copy, 
send for it at once. Will not the pastors kindly 
call the attention of the people to this oppor- 
tunity? Price, including postage or express, 
<¢|.35. Send to Mrs. Stephen Allen, Kent’s Hill, 
Maine. 


WEEK OF PRAYER. — Sunday, Jan. 6 — Ap- 
propriate sermons and services. 

Monday — Prayer for a better realization of 
spiritual truth and a better estimate of spiritual 
realities; @ Clearer vision of the redeeming 
Christ, and of the actual need and the divinely 
intended glory of the world which He re- 
deemed. 

lruesday — Prayer fora church which, through 
faith in Christ,and by the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit, shall be wholly Christian, doing 
God's will and winning the world to Christ. 

Wednesday — Prayer for such Christian char- 
acter and life as shall be pleasant in the home, 
honored in business relations, welcomed in the 
neighborhood, helpful in ,the church — personal 
religion being thus manifested in its rightful 
attractiveness. 

Thursday — Prayer for right relations in so- 
ciety and the nation, with the Golden Rule 
obeyed as between man and man, and all social 
and political action guided by justice and good 
will — the Christian ideal. 


Friday — Prayer for all international relation- 
ships and all international action, that they 
may be based on the Christian principles which 
apply to the individual — the reign of the Prince 
of Peace. 

Saturday — Prayer for all missionaries, and all 
missionary organizations, that being wholly in- 
spired by Christian devotion and wholly guided 
by Christian wisdom, they may speedily and 
triumphantly fulfill the Saviour’s last com- 
mand. 

Sunday, Jan. 183—Appropriate sermons and 
services. 





WILLIAM E. DonaGgE, Pres., 
L. T. CHAMBERLAIN, Sec. 








Marriages 


McMINN — HAYNES — In Gorham, N. H., Dec. 19, 
by Rev. W. Canham, Alexander McMinn, of Shel- 
burne, N. H., and Grace E. Haynes, of }'ownal, Me. 











BOSTON PREACHERS’ MEETING. -- “ The 
Achievements of the Closing Century ” will be 
the topic, Dee. 31. The sub-topics for papers, 
not to exceed fifteen minutes in length, are as 
follows: Retigious, James Mudge; Moral Re- 
forms, Edward M. Taylor; Industries and In- 
ventions, N. T. Whitaker ; Commercial Expan- 
sion, Edwin H. Hughes; Education, Franklin 
Hamilton. 


Are You Honest, Sober and Industrious? 


If so, engage with us for 1901. We can assure 
you of $100 per month and expenses to start on. 
Our salesmen made over $47,000 last month. 

Mr. Alexander Smith, of Ind., gave up his 
position as foreman in a printing office, and 
without previous experience made $927.50 in six 
months, 

Rev. Andrew Johnston, Pastor Baptist Church 
of Wash., made $150 in a few weeks, besides at- 
tending to his ministerial duties. 

A schoo] teacher, Miss Lydia Kennedy, made 
48 last month; $36 the previous month, besides 
her salary teaching. 

A prominent young lady of Portland, Eliza- 
beth Banker, made $204 the first 37 days she 
worked with us. 

Miss Sutton, while South for her health, made 
224 in 14 weeks. 

Mrs, Flora Beard, in a small town in New 
York State, made $400 besides attending to her 
family duties. 

Reports from our agents from $200 to $300 per 
month, are very common, while but few report 
80 little as $10 to $12 per week. 

Any man or woman who is industrious and 
willing to work, can get a good position. No 
trade or profession to learn. No experience 
necessary. You don’t have to canvass. Our 
Quaker Turkish Bath Cabinet is a home neces- 
Silty, an article of the greatest merit. Sold on 30 
days’ trial. Millions of homes have no bathing 
‘ucilities, and our Cabinet is just what they must 
have, One million users recommend our Cab- 
inet as the best, and to-do all we claim. 

Write us immediately, as territory is being 
rapidly taken, stating your age, references and 
©xperience. We are responsible and reliable. 
Capital $10,000,000, and do just as we agree. We 
Ofer most liberal terms and inducements. Ad- 
dress The World Mfg. Co., 98 World Building, 

Cincinnati, 0. 








ZION’S HERALD 


Free and prepaid to any reader of this pub- 
lication « bettie of Vernal Saw Palmetto Ber: 


Wine. Only one dose a aildneye. Bi cures In 


digestion, n, . 
Prostate. Write to Vernal Remedy Company, 
o,N. ¥. Do not miss this. 





Fidelity In All Things 


OME one has said that if God sent two 
angels upon earth, one to rule a king- 
dom, the other to dig in the fields, they 
would do their work equally well, and 
consider their tasks equally distinguished. 
To the beatified the will of God is the 
supreme pleasure and the supreme good. 
Hence, use well your one talent, how- 
ever humble. That is the only certain 
way to increase it. Fidelity regards noth- 
ing as small, nothing as unimportant. — 
The Examiner 





Those of our readers who desire a metro- 
politan daily, comprehensive, alert,reliable 
in its news service, and particularly able 
and vigorous in the editorial treatment of 
current and vital topics, will note the ad- 
vertisement of the terms of the New York 
Sun which appears elsewhere. 
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TO CURE A COLD IN ONE DAY 


Take Laxative Bromo Quinine Tablets. All 
druggists refund the money if it fails to cure. 
E. W. Grove’s signature is on each box. 25c. 





As food is one of the most potent of the 
our great factors — food, air, heat and s un- 
light — upon which the perfect develop- 
ment of the human infant depends, it is the 
duty of every mother to select for her child 
that form of nourishment which has been 
proved to yield the greatest good. Try 
Mellin’s Food. 








WANTED : —A man of energy, integrity and 
ability to represent our New Edition (just pub- 
lished) of Webster's International Dictionary in 
yovr county. Address, giving references, age 
and experience. 

G. & C. MERRIAM CO., 


Springfield, Mass. 





Locomotor Ataxia conquered 
at last. L«ators puzzled. Spe- 
cialists amazed at recovery of 
—eeees patients thought incurable, by 
Or. CHASE’S BLOOD AND ERVG FOOD. 


rite me about yourcase. Advice and proof of cures free, 


DR. CHASE, 224 N. 10th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








Zion’s Herald uses the FRANKLIN Typewriter 
Why shouldn't Zion’s people ? 





and 


The First Visible Writing Machine in point of Precedence 


in point of Merit. 


Price, $75. 





CUTTER TOWER CO. 


173 Devonshire St., 


Op. John Hancock B’d’g. 


Boston. 











Now for a moment imagine the effect! 
know the room! Here is the sofa —a richly- 
carved gold frame, the raised surfaces brilliantly 
burnished and the whole piece glowing with 
color. 
satin damask in nature’s colors. 

Such a piece gives a warmth and glow to the 
very dingiest and darkest room. 
will make the journey to Canal Street, the 


You don’t have to send many green McKin- 
ley dollars after this sofa betore it will come and 
greet you in your own drawing-room. 


You 


Within the frame an exquisite floral 


And if you 


question of its ownership is not an expensive matter. 





Paine Furniture Co. 


Rugs, Draperies and Furniture 


48 CANAL ST., BOSTON 





ri 


loren 
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OUR BOOK TABLE 





A History of Babylonia and Assyria. By Robert 
William hogers, Professor in Drew Theological Sem- 
pase Vols. Eaton & Mains: New York. 

ice, $5. 


These fine, large, clearly-printed octavos, 
eovering between eight and nine hundred 
pages, give us undoubtedly the very best 
histories of Babylonia, Assyria, and Chal- 
dea now available, including the results of 
the latest researches. They give us, also, 
the best account in small compass of the 
explorations in the Euphrates and Tigris 
Valley, trom the beginning to the present 
time ; and the intensely interesting story 
of the gradual decipherment of the cunei- 
form inscriptions, how it all came to pass, 
is told with fullness of knowledge and ex- 
cellence of style. 

At one point, however, we are obliged to 
say that the volumes are a great disappoint- 
ment. Prof. Rogers himself frequently re- 
ters to the tact that the main interest to us 
— to the great mass of readers at least — in 
those old kingdoms lies in their close con- 
nection with the Old Testament narrative. 
It is safe to say that a large proportion of 
those who will take up the book will do so, 
not to learn of the wars which those savage 
chieitains fought with one another, but to 


ascertain what bearing all these explora-° 


tions in Bible lands have had upon the his- 
torical trustworthiness ot the Bible writers. 
They will be sorely disappointed: Prof. 
Rogers does not deem it well, or sate, or 
prudent, or necessary, or fitting, to treat of 


The Yalue.of Charcoal 


Few People Know how Useful itisin 
Preserving Health and Beauty 


Nearly everybody knows that charcoal is the 
safest and most efficient disinfectant and puri- 
fier in nature, but few realize its value when 
taken into the human system for the same 
cleansing purpose. 

Charcoal is a remedy that the more you take 
of it the better; it is not a drug at all, but simply 
absorbs the gases and impurities always pres- 
entin the stomach and intestines and carries 
them out of the system. 

Charcoal sweetens the breath after eating 
onions and other odorous vegetables. 

Charcoal effectually clears and improves the 
eomplexion, it whitens the teeth and further 
acts as a natural and eminently safe cathartic. 

It absorbs the injurious gases which collect in 
the stomach and bowels; it disinfects the 
mouth and throat from the poison of catarrh. 

All druggists sell charcoal in one form or an- 
other, but probably the best charcoal and the 
most for the money is in Stuart’s Ansorbent 
Lozenges: they are composed of the finest pow- 
dered Willow charcoal, and other harmless an 
tiseptics in tablet form or rather in the form of 
large, pleasant tasting lozenges, the charcoal 
being mixed with honey. 

The daily use of these lozenges will soon te 
ina much improved condition fof the general 
health, better complexion, sweecer breath andi 
purer blood, and the beauty of it is, that’no pos- 
sible harm can result from their continued use, 
but on the contrary great benefit. 

A Buffalo physician in speaking of the bene- 
fits of charcoal, says: “I advise Stuart’s Ab- 
sorbent Lozenges to all patients suffering] from 
gas in stomach and bowels, and to clear the 
complexion and purify the breath, mouth and 
throat ; I also believe the liver is greatly bene- 
fited by the daily use of them; they cost but 
twenty-five cents a box at drug stores, and al- 
though in some sense a patent preparation yet 
I believe I get more and better charcoal injStu- 
art’s Absorbent Lozenges than in any of the or- 
dinary charcoal tablets.” 
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this all-important matter. He does not 
touch it in the whole course of these stately 
tomes except vaguely in two brief sen- 
tences, although there are plenty of places 
where it would naturally and most prop- 
erly comein. He simply says this: ‘‘ The 
gain of the Old Testament has beén greater 
from Assyrian studies than the reverse, 
though the apologetic value of monumental 
testimony has often been greatly exagger- 
ated.” ‘“* Probably the same statement is 
true with reference to the Old Testament 
(namely, that the light which the Assyrian 
and Babylonian inscriptions have brought 
to it is far more useful than the converse], 
the chronological materials of which were 
first setin their proper light through As- 
syrian and Babylonian discoveries.”’ 

It is significant, however, that in the au- 
thor’s various descriptions of Ur and Har- 
ran, Abraham is not once reterred to as 
having seen them ; nor is any notice called 
to the other significant tact that the reigns 
and dynasties of these great empires stretch 
on in the inscriptions without a break from 
4500 B. C. down to Christ, without any indi- 
cation that about 2400 B. C., according to 
Genesis, that entire territory was swept 
clean of all its inhabitants by a deluge. 

Have we not aright to expect that our 
theological teachers will deal openly with 
the public in these matters? That part of 
the public which buys and reads costly vol- 
umes like these is entitled, it seems to us, 
to a frank expression of opinion from one 
whose scholarly investigations especially 
qualify him to form an opinion. Method- 
ism is not afraid ot the truth. The Bible 
suffers far more from a fear to be wholly 
honest about it than it does trom the neces- 
sary rearrangement of theories respecting 
it which is sure to come. Let us have a 
clear statement as to the alteration which 
these monuments compel us to make in our 
understanding of the Scriptures. 

The Individual: A Study of Life and Death. By 

Nathaniel Southgate Shaler, Professor of Geology in 


Harvard University, and Dean of Lawrence Scientific 
School. D. Appleton & Co.: New York. Price, $1.50. 


Professor Shaler gives his conclusions on 
many interesting and intricate questions 
connected with man’s origin, nature and 
destiny, not trom the standpoint of the 
metaphysician or theologian, but from that 
of the naturalist. Nevertheless he by no 
means antagonizes religion, and is, in most 
particulars, in full harmony with the gen- 
erally accepted religious beliets. The chap- 
ters treat of ‘‘ The Attitude of Man toward 
Death,” “* The Relation of Society to Death,” 
** The Period of Old Age,” ** The Utilization 
of Old Age,” “* Immortality,” and many 
other topics. We should be glad to quote 
at length his ideas on a variety of themes, 
tor they are very instructive. On the futil- 
ity of Spiritualism he is very pronounced : 
**T would say to those who seek to adjust 
their relations with death, give up the ex- 
pectation of gaining this knowledge by 
means of so-called Spiritualism. EKxperi- 
ence has shown that so far there has been 
no measurable profit won in that way. It 
is doubtful if any like body of endeavor bas 
ever borne so little fruit. It has command- 
ed the devotion of many able men, and not 
a tew who brought to the task minds well 
trained in the methods of science ; but_all 
their skill has proved valueless in dealing 
with the mass of stuft which they sought to 
make the basis of inquiries.’’ In another 
place, however, he is a little more hopeful 
that those who are “‘ dredging in that dirty 
sea’? may have “ brought up from that deep 
certain facts, which, though still shadowed 
by doubt, indicate the persistence of the in- 
dividual consciousness after death;” and 
he expresses a “ conjecture that we may be 
on the verge of something like a demonstra- 
tion that the individual consciousness does 
survive the death of the body by which it 
was nurtured.” -He contends strongly 
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against the idea that “ war is necessary to 

maintain the ideals of manly courage,” 

calling it ‘‘as mistaken as is the notion 

that the system of the duel was required to 

uphold the sense of personal honor.” 

The Essayes or Covnsels, Civill and Morall, of 
Francis Bacon, First published in 1597. Now eq. 
ited by Waiter Worrall, with an Introduction by ©) 


iphant Smeaton. E. P. Dutton & Co.: New York. 
Price, $3. 


This is a most elegant volume, trom the 
Ballantyne Press, Edinburgh, in white and 
gold, on very thick paper, with red initials 
and tail pieces to the chapters. Six plates, 
also, are furnished. The 56 famous essays, 
that will never lose their value, are never 
out of date,and should be read by every- 








ACBETH’S “pearl top” 
and “pearl glass” lamp- 
chimneys are carefully made 
of clear tough glass; they fit, 
and get the utmost light from 
the lamp, and they last until 
some accident breaks them. 
“Pearl top” and “pearl 
glass” are trade-marks. Look 
out for them and you needn’t 
be an expert. 


Our “Index” describes a/? lamps and their 
proper chimneys. With it you can always order 
the right size and shape of chimney for any lamp. 
We mail it FREE to any one who writes for it. 


Address Macsertn, Pittsburgh, Pa. 








Being Disconnected in Front, with Elastic Gores 
at Sides 


Cannot Break at the Waist Line 


This exclusive flexible feature insures 
comfort, retention of shape, exceptional 
wear, and the snug, smooth adjustment in- 
dispensable to handsome gowning. Where 
the CRESCO is not kept by deal- $1 00 
ers it will be sent. postpaid, for ° 


Drab or White. Long, Short or Medium Length. 


TAKE NO SUBSTITUTE. if your deal- 
er does not have the CRESCO CORSET or 
does not have the style, grade, quality, 
color or length desired, take no substitute, 
but send to us for the kind you want. 


THE MICHIGAN CORSET CO 


Jackson, Mich. 
Reduced Pricesto Ministers’ Families 


~ AARON R. GAY & CO. 


Stationers and Bank Book 
Manufacturers 
ACCOUNT.-iBOOK 


Of any desired pattern made to order. 
122 State St. BOSTON 
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pody, are here intact. The Introduction 
gives a judicious account of the life of the 
author and a somewhat critical estimate of 
his writings. Mr. Smeaton well calls the 
Essays “one of the world’s epoch-making 
hooks, Which have done much to mold and 
direct the character of many individuals ; 
one ot the few ‘ world-books ’ that are more 
eosmopolitan than patriotic, adapted not to 
an age, but to all time.” 

Mrs. Cherry’s Sister ; or, Christian Science at Fair- 
“fax. By Minnie W, Baine -Miller. With an Intro- 


duction by John A, Story,8.T. D. Jennings & Pye: 
Cincinnati, O. Price, 90 cents, postpaid. 


This is a fascinating and convincing vol- 
ume. The writer shows the errors ot Chris- 
tian Science, and accounts in a rational and 
scientific way for many results in the way 
of supposed cures which are claimed by 
this cult. Dr. Story, in his luminous intro- 
duction, Says: ** Mrs. Miller is thoroughly 
conversant with her subject, and is well 
known in her own city as an earnest and 








EDUCATIONAL 


WESLEYAN ACADEMY 
Wilbraham, Mass. 


Applications now received for nter term, which 
opeps Wednesday, January 2, 1901. 
For catalogue or information address 


Rev. Wm. R. NEWHALL, 
Principal 








Seminary and College 
Kent’s Hill, Me. 
Winter term begins Dec. 11, Expenses very low. 
Prepares for college, technical schovls, teaching, or 


business, Also music, art and oratory 
For information or catalogue address 


H. E. TREFETHEN, Pres. 





The East Greenwich Academy 


East Greenwich, R. I. 
Fall term now An 
Winter term open Dec, 10, 1900. 


For Catalogue or information address, 
Rev. ASIBRIE FIELD, _Principa! 


Lasell Seminary for Young. Women 


Auburndale, Mass. 
(Ten miles from Boston.) 
Boston standards of scholarshi d cond 
with advantages of healthful and Canesital scbuchen oo 
ir A a 
under careful 


sium and 
and lessons on 





jie super 
vision, Lectures adapted > 
ideal administration of homes; pupils pa 
Prete LL PR mal we 
— ih places in the vicinity. 


blank forms for application 
or place on waiting-list, address (mentioning this pa- 


per). 
Cc. C. BRAGDON, Principal 





New Hampshire 


Conference Seminary 
Tilton, N. H. 
Winter Term will open Jan. 1, 1901. 


Few schools charging $500 offer equal advan- 
tages. An increasing endowment makes low 
rates possible. Br courses of study. Fine 
buildings and situation. Three hours from Bos- 
ton. $100 Pian for limited number. Send for 
catalogue (mentionIng ZION’s HERALD). 


GEO. R. PLIMPTON, A. M., 
President. 





THE 
Fisk Teachers’ Agencies 
(INCORPORATED) 

EVERETT 0. FISK & CO., Proprietors 


4 Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 5 York, N. ¥ 


aks a 
abash Avenue, Ch , Th. 
414 nae weeny Minnew , Minn. 
Cooper Bu ver, Colo. 
825 Market snk San Francisco. Cal. 
%* Stimson Block, Los Angeles Cai, 
Send to any of the above agencies for Manual 
: ree. Correspondence with employers is invited, Reg 
Stration forms sent to on application. 
. Large numbers of officers — all sections of 
Fue School superintendents of New Ragland, have sp 
pied to us for teachers, aye ~e 
We have filled positions at salaries aggregating 


$9,065 290.00 


ZION’S HERALD 


consistent Christian worker, loved for the 
spirit in which she does everything,whether 
with pen or voice, whether in poetry or 
prose, or in practical charity.” 

On Litfe’s Stairway. By Frederic Lawrence Knowles. 

L. UC. Page & Co. : Boston. Price, $1.25. 

In this handsome volume of 126 pages ap- 
pear nearly one hundred poems — the work 
of a genuine poet, who has already written 
verses of the highest order — as appears in 
this volume — and who gives promise of 
doing very much more. His poems are ar- 
ranged under two general divisions: “* Nat- 
ure and Life,” occupying two-thirds of the 
space ; and “ Steps towards Faith,’ the re- 
mainder. Here are genius, deep feeling, cul- 
tivated literary taste, high ideals, and the 
spirit of freedom which characterizes all 
great poets. Here are poems that compare 
favorably with the best. We present two of 
them. The first one in the book is entitled, 

7 Nature: The Artist:” — 
“ Such hints as untaught Nature yields : — 
The calm disorder of the sea, 


The straggling splendor of the fields, 
The wind’s gay incivility. 


“OQ workman, with your conscious plan, 
Compass and square are little worth ; 
Copy (nay, only poets can) 
TH", The artless masonry of earth. 


“ Go watch the windy spring’s carouse, 
And mark the winter wonders grow, — 
The graceful gracelessness of boughs, 
The careless carpentry of snow !” 


The following shows the freedom with 
which the true poet always sings, entitled, 
** Somewhile: ” 


“ Somewhile, somewhere, my beart shall come 
Back to its country and its home ; 


“ A prodigal and stranger there, 
All stripp’d and beggar’d, spent and bare. 


* It asked for life, and in its need 
Was given (oh, swinish husk!) a creed. 


“It asked its dole of daily bread, 
And groaned to gain a stone instead. 


** But on the far horizon see 
The dust of feet that seek for thee ! 


* Ah! soon shall dawn the Father’s smile ; 
Have patience, Heart : — Somewhere, some- 
while.”’ 


A Bicycle of Cathay. A Novel. By Frank R. 
Stockton. Lllustrated by Orson Lowell. Harper & 
Brothers: New York. Price, $1.50. 


This delightful narrative, in Mr. Stock- 


connected with a vacation trip a-wheel, has 
been greatly enjoyed by the readers of 
Harpers’ Magazine the past year, and now 
itis made accessible to another audience. 
It is certainly bright and amusing. The 
adventures encountered, while not very 
thrilling, are entertaining and wholly 
within the limits of probability, quite im- 
aginable as the product of an ordinary 
country road. The charm of the story is 
all in the telling. Very few have Mr. 
Stockton’s knack at this. Nobody grows 
weary ot hearing him talk even about very 
common things. 


Arnold's Practical Sabbath-School Commenta 
ry on the International Lessons. 1901. Mrs. 
T. B. Arnold, editor; Rev. W. B. Olmstead, Mrs. 
Abbie C. Monroe, Rev. E. C. Best, associate editors, 
Fleming H. Revell Co.: Chicago. Price, 50 cents. 


This commentary has made a large place 
for itself in the past with Bible scholars, 
and especially Sunday-senool teachers. It 
is practical and comprehensive, with hints 
to teachers, illustrations, blackboard exer- 
cises, questions, maps and class registers. 





Por Over Pifty Years 


Mrs. WINSLOW'S SOOTHING SYRUP has been 
used by children teething. It soothes the child, 
softens the gums, allays all hn, cures wind 
colic, and is the best re for Diarrhea. 
Twenty-five cents a bottle. 





ton’s best style, of the varied experiences- 
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Methodist Book Concern 


EATON & MAINS, Publishing Agents 
THE BEST HELPS 


TO THE ° 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 
for 1904 


The Berean Series 
FIVE STANDARD QUARTERLIES 


The Senior Lesson Quarterly 


(Price, 20 cts. a year.) 48 pages; beautiful 
maps and illustrations; the best Bible dic- 
tionary. 


The IlMustrated Quarterly 


(Price, 12 cts. a year.) 40 pages; maps and 
pictures; illustrative anecdotes. (Interme- 
diate. ) 


The Intermediate Lesson Quarterly 


(Price, 544 cts. a year) 32 pages; excellent 
matter ; difficulti ss explained ; the very best 
for the price. 

The Home Quarterly 


(Price, probabiy 20 cts. per year.) A new pub- 
lication which will be kept fully up to the 
demands of this growing department. 


The Beginner’s Quarterly 


(Price, 5% cts. a year.) For the youngest 
above primary ; attractive; fully illustrated. 


FOR THE TEACHER 


sunday-School Journal and Bible Students’ 
Magazine 
(Price, single copy, #0 cts. a year, in clubs of 
six or more to one address, 50 cts. each.) ~ 
pears monthly; written for teachers ; 
pages a year. 


POR THE LITTLE FOLKS 


The Picture Lesson Paper 


(Price single copy, 25 cts. a year; in clubs of 
six or more to one address, 20 cents each. 
For weekly distribution; printed in bri 
colors ; pictures; golden text; bright stories 
and rhymes. 


The Leaf Cluster 


(Prico, $ a year, 75 cts. a quarter.) THE 
LEAF CLUSTER is a large picture roll, issued 
quarterly. An unequaled work of art. 


The Berean Lesson Pictures 


(Price, 10 cts. a year, 244 cents a quarter. The 
pictures of the BEREAN LESSON PICTURES 
are facsimiles of those on the LEAF CLUS- 
TER, reduced to be printed on cards 244 
inches. Golden texts. Questions and an- 
swers on back. 


SERIAL WEEKLY PAPERS 


For the Sunday School 
The Sunday-School Advocate 











(Price, single copy, 30 cts. a year ; in clubs of 
six or more to one address, 25 cts. each.) 4 

es; issued weekly ; illustrated fully ; heip- 
u! stories. 


The Classmate 


(Price, single copy, 60 cts. a year; in clubs of 
six or more to one address, 50 cts. each.) 8 
pages; weekly ; illustrated fully ; fine serial 
stories ; uplifting influence. 


ANNUAL PUBLICATIONS 


Illustrative Notes 


(Price, $1.25.) A guide to the study of the 
International Sunday School Lessons for 
1901. (To teachers, postpaid, $1.) 


Golden Text Book, 1901 


(Price, $2 per hundred, net; postage, 30 cents 
additional.) A thirty-two page booklet. 


Berean Lesson Books 


(Price. 15 cents each.) 
DIATE, BEGINNER'S. 


SENIOR, INTERME 





Further description of these Supplies gladly fur- 
nished. Samples of our Lesson Helps and reg- 
ular publications sent free on application. 


New England Depository 


Chas. R. Magee, Manager. 
38 Bromfield St., Boston. 
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ROvAL 


Matlees the food more delicious and wholesome 


ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO., NEW YORK. 














BAKING 
PowDER 








PASSING OF HEAVEN AND 
EARTH 


REV. FREDERICK WOODS, D. D. 


HE thoughts that come to us at the end 
of a year have a tinge ot melancholy, 
for we are parting with a companion. 
Things beginning excite hope. Things 
continuing promote growth. Things end- 
ing suggest decay. Dying, the year 
speaks. As the year, so heaven and earth 
shall pass away — earth so glorious with its 
green fields and pleasant homes and works 
of art; heaven so wonderful with sun and 
star and cloud. Whena ship moves ocean- 
ward heading for other lands, the shore 
passes away from those on her deck until it 
sinks and is gone. It has not been act- 
ually engulfed. Its cities are there yet 
and its forestsand streams, but it has passed 
away from those on the ship. More really 
than the shore from the ship, heayen and 
earth shall pass away ; tor the ship may be 
put about and return her passengers to the 
old home, but heaven and earth shall pass 
away as completely as if shattered into 
fragments and scattered through the abyss. 
When will heaven and earth pass away? 
In my time? Shall I live to realize this 
awful event? Yes, it will be the conclud- 
ing fact of your experience. The earth and 
your breath will pass away together. The 
death of any human being is the passing of 
heaven and earth. A world has been an- 
nihilated and crushed into a coffin when a 
body is buried. It is not the man who has 
been destroyed, but the universe he lived 
in. Heaven and earth are only the show, 
the dream, the phantasmagoria; the man 
is the real, absolute, only being on the 
stage. 
It is curious how men speculate on the dis- 


solution of the world, and even earn for 
themselves the distinction of adventurous 
thinkers by sometimes daring to hint thatin 
their opinion the end is nigh. As though 
there could be any doubt of it! And others, 
equally sagacious, shake their heads and af- 
firm there are no signs of the dissolution of 
the world. Do the signs of the times, then, 
point in that direction? Most certainly 
they do. But they are not the dubious 
ones so often referred to as indications of 
the end, and which have always been oc- 
eurring without further fulfillment, such as 
wars and wickedness and plagues and 
prophecies and apocalypses. The signs are 
nearer home and are moreeasily understood 
by every order of intelligence. And they 
are infallible. They are sick-beds and old 
age and cemeteries and funerals. These 
are the infallible tokens that heaven and 
earth shall pass away during this gener- 
ation. I am so sure that they will pass 
away in my lifetime that I do not need to 
search the prophecies or study the move- 
ments of history to tortify my belief. The 
ending of the year is another God’s mes- 
senger of the approaching catastrophe 
when the earth shall be no more under my 
feet and the stars shall drop out of my 
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vision and all material things shall perish, 
in the last hours of the year, when we can 
almost hear the surges on the other shore 
and the tolling Bell of Time, are there no 
Sweeter, more inspiring thoughts than 
these — “‘ the year is dying, and the world 
is dying, and we are dying?” Yes, there 
is another bell which outrings the midnight 
clock. There is a music like the sound o; 
many waters, which drowns the moaning 
of the surges on the coasts of death. 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away.” How op- 
portane this voice of Christ when heaven js 
falling and earth is cracking into graves! 
He takes no more account of ending years 
or perishing worlds than you do of falling 
leaves, as calm and commanding when a 
universe is wrecked as when He is only 
rocking in a boat on the waters of Galilee. 
He never boasts. He never exaggerates. 
He speaks to us trom the throne of truth, in 
the quiet almightiness ot God. We can rely 
upon His word, and take it with us through 
the closing gate of this year into the open- 
ing gate of the next one. 


Woburn, Mass. 





— The medicines fpr the cure of loneliness 
are portions of generosity, thoughtfulness 
for others, and self-sacrifice, taken in large 
doses. 





Perfectly healthy people have pure, ricb blood 
Hood's Sarsaparilla purifies and enriches the 
blood and makes people healthy. 





— Every man, however humble his sta- 
tion or feeble his power, exercises some in- 
finence on those who are about him, for 
good or for evil. — A. Sedgwick. 








Nutritive, Refreshing, Economical in use. A 
of this delicious Cocoa costs less than one cent. 
Sold at all grocery stores—order it next time. 








WHITHER ? 


A Study of Immortality. 


By Hon. W._E. Simonds, A. M., Counselor at 
w, etc. 12mo., cloth, gilt top, $1.00. 


Unique in character; scientific; Sampenisee 
no general belief; a lawyer’s presentation of 
the evidence. Circular with opinions sent free. 


John 6B. Alden, Publisher, 442 Pearl St.,.N. Y. 





News and Opinions 


OF 


National Importance 


THE SUN 


ALONE 
CONTAINS BOTH 





Daily, by mail . ... . $6 a Year 





** If you see it in The Sun, it is so.’’ 











“CALIFORNIA 





FIRST-CLASS PULLMAN SLEEPERS 





TO AND FROM LOS ANGELES. 


DAILY BETWEEN CHICAGO AND SAN FRANCISCO WITHOUT 
CHANGE. CARRIED ON LIMITED ERAINS OF THE ROCK 
ISLAND—D. & R. G.—R. G. W.—SOU, PAC., PASSING THE MAG- 
NIFICENT SCENERY OF THE ROCKIES AND SIERRA NEVADA 
BY DAYLIGHT IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. DIRECT CONNECTIONS 


BEST DINING CAR SERVICE. 





GREAT ROCK ISLAND ROUTE 





PERSONALLY CONDUCTED TOURIST EXCURSIONS 





TO SAN FRANCISCO 


LEAVE CHICAGO EVERY TUESDAY VIA SOUTHERN ROUTE 
THROUGH OKLOHOMA AND TEXAS. LEAVE BOSTON EVERY 
WEDNESDAY VIA BUFFALO, CHICAGO AND SCENIC ROUTE 
THROUGH COLORADO AND UTAH. LATEST IMPROVED 
TOURIST CARS. FAST TRAINS. LOWEST RATES. 


AND LOS ANGELES 








SEND FOR “CHICAGO TO CALIFORNIA” DESCRIBING FIRST-CLASS 
SERVICE, on ron “TOURIST DICTIONARY” ano ITINERARY TO 


1. L. Loomis, N. E. P.A., 290 Wasninaton St., Boston, Mass. 
JOHN SEBASTIAN, GEN’L PASS. AG’T, CHICAGO. 
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